
Brandon Johnson 

I’ve been going to Winter Park since before I could walk or talk. My parents grew up here 
and met here, they raised me here, and it’s the only church I’ve ever been a member of. 
It is my home. My wife and I recently moved back to Wilmington last year after living near 
Raleigh for eight years for college and grad school, and I knew exactly where I wanted to 
be on Sundays after we moved to town. I would be honored to serve on the committee to 

search for a pastor fit to lead this church community I call home. 

Bryson Anderson   

There was not anything that brought me to Winter Park other than it is where I have 
gone since I was born and I have  been going as long as I can remember. I grew up 

in the youth group and got involved with the Christmas choir. I have not been 
involved as much in recent years as I have started working a lot more, but I still find 

time to be a part of the college group that Corey leads on Mondays.   

    Nick Lee   My wife, Courtney, and I both grew up in Sanford, NC where we 
attended First Baptist Church. While there, Eric Porterfield was our Pastor, and we knew 
his family well. When Courtney and I moved to Wilmington in 2011 after graduating from 

ECU, we sought out Winter Park Baptist as our new church home, knowing that the 
Porterfield’s were here. We immediately found a home in the Inside Out small group led 

by Clif and Lynette and have enjoyed being a part of its growth. I also served as a 
Deacon, representing our small group from 2017 to 2020.   

 

         Eleni Blackley 

 My parents, Frank and Kathy Blackley, brought me to Winter Park when I was a baby. I 
have grown up through the Children’s, Youth, and now the College ministries. Through the 

years I have been involved with VBS, youth praise team, adult choir, vigilant hope, and 
various mission trips. I have been to Costa Rica and Helena, Arkansas, as well as 

traveling with All-State Youth Baptist Choir. I have also been the youth chaperone on the 
children’s 3rd-5th grade retreat. I am currently involved with the college group that meets on 

Sundays and helping Mrs. Allison whenever she needs me.  

 Liz Johnson    Before becoming a member, I had been a visitor of Winter Park for 
a few years now. I attended services and major holidays with my husband and family 

whenever we were in town. As soon as we moved to Wilmington in December, I joined 
the church the very next day because of how important this church has been to my 

family and how easily they welcomed me. Besides attending church, my husband and I 
are also a part of the young adult small group that meets during the week. I am grateful 
that Winter Park made a difficult transitional period in my life a better one with people 

that genuinely cared about me and had a desire to get to know me. 

      Abby White 

 I moved to Wilmington when I was 18 years old. I grew up going to church and I knew it 
was something that I wanted to continue into my adult life. I went to a few different 

churches in Wilmington, but Winter Park felt like home. The people were very welcoming. 
On my first day Corey invited me to Monday night dinners! I’m involved at WPBC with the 
college group on Monday nights. I hosted a Bible study/get together on Thursday’s at my 

apartment before all of the craziness, and I got baptized here in February 2021! 
And I attend church regularly with the 8:30 service as well. 
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       Phillip Drew  My first 
time visiting Winter Park Baptist Church was the very first Open Door service.  I was a 

new believer in college and a new twist on a Sunday service is what appealed to 
me.  The drama ministry is what kept me coming back.  I serve in the Open Door praise 

team, Drama ministry, Fiscal Affairs (most years), and lead the youth praise 
team.  Recently, Allison helped me to see how wonderful serving on the weekday 

preschool team is and I've loved being with all of those amazing people, too. 
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Drew McIntosh My parents brought me to WPB as a baby where I was active 
throughout childhood. As an adult my attention went in other directions but I would 

typically attend Holiday services with my Mom and Dad. About four years ago my wife 
and three children were led back to WPB where we have chosen to walk out our faith. I 

have two teenagers who are active in the youth group and a 5 year old who just 
graduated from WPB pre-school. I serve on the lock-up team as well as the constitution 
committee and I enjoy participating in church workdays. I'm also a member of the Inside
-out class. If selected to the Pastor search committee I will serve the church prayerfully 

earnestly.  

       Jamie Craig  I originally came to 
WPBC with my family when I was in 2nd grade. Winter Park was already somewhat 

familiar to our family because my Uncle & Aunt, Mike & Barbara Abernathy, had attended 
here for many years. The children’s, youth, & music ministries were extremely significant 
in shaping my younger years, & integral in establishing my foundation of faith. When my 
husband Patrick & I moved back to Wilmington in 2016, Winter Park continued to provide 

the same nourishing love & support for our family that I had experienced for so many 
years. It was an easy decision to join & raise our family at Winter Park, & we are so 

thankful for the opportunities to continue to grow & serve our community of faith. I am 
Chair of Deacons, serve on Church Council, co-lead High School Girls Sunday Small 

Group, coordinate Sunday Sunrise Coffee Team, & serve in the WINGS women’s 
ministry. I have served in Vacation Bible School & Missions Committee as well, & hosted 

socials for the College & Youth Ministries. 

Brittnay Minor 

My name is Brittany Minor, I am married to Ben and we have two children, Ella and 
Oliver. We were invited to Winter Park 10 years ago with friends and were welcomed with 
open arms. We attended regularly as visitors and decided to become official members in 

2015. We already knew in our hearts that Winter Park had become our home.  I’ve 
enjoyed helping volunteer in the children’s ministry and helping with some of the church 
clean up days over the years. Our church has given our family so much love over the 

years, it would be an honor to serve during this time of transition.   

         Leslie Moore 
Winter Park has been my home church since I was 18 months old. I have always been 

very active in many aspects of the church from a young age. I have served on the 
Children’s Committee and the Youth Lead Team. I taught at our preschool, directed 

VBS, and have participated in youth trips both as a youth and a chaperone. I have also 
participated in local missions as well as missions in various states. I love watching my 
own children grow in their faith in the same church family that nurtured me throughout 

my life.  

You will be able to vote for one female and one male from each age group. 

Kyle Chalk The first day we moved into our house in Long Leaf Hills 2008 Charlie 

and Dorothy Hollis came over and dropped off a hand dolly to help us with the move in 
and invited us to WPBC. We visited the next Sunday and never went to another church 

because we knew this would be our new church home. And it has for 14 years now. I am 
a former deacon for Inside Out Class, serve on lockup team, WPB Preschool Committee 

and have previously served on the Buildings and Grounds Committee.  



         Rodney Coates   

My wife, Annette, and I began attending WPBC in the mid 90's. We were looking for a 
church to be a part of and we knew we were at home when we came to WPBC. After 

joining the church, I have served on Fiscal Affairs and Facilities Planning. I am currently 
serving in the Youth Group, Property & Grounds, 8:30 Ushers Team, 8:30 Welcome 

Team and the Columbarium Team. I have a heart for WPBC and excited to see where 
God leads us.  
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   Dean Bowles  

My parents (Earl and Sarah) brought me to WPBC in 1970. I attended until I left Wilmington 
after graduating UNCW in 1987. I returned in 2007 with my own family quickly rejoining 

WPBC.  My wife, Crystal, and I are active in Koinonia class activities, and she taught in the 
WPBC Weekday preschool ministry.  I have served as Deacon Chair, children’s ministry 

chaperone, on Dawnings team and Arkansas mission team.  I am currently a Youth Sunday 
school teacher and parent volunteer,  building and grounds volunteer and lock-up team 

coordinator, and Leadership team member. We come to the 8:30 service. 

Chris King   
My wife, Anjie, and I have been members of Winter Park Baptist 

since they moved back home to Wilmington in 2018. Long before that I had ties 
that brought me to Winter Park, including Anjie’s parents, Glenn and Anne 

Thompson, and Chris’ grandparents, Thurman and Mary Allred. We have three 
grown children. I am a retired Air Traffic Controller and currently instruct new 

controllers at ILM airport part time. I am a member of the ACTS Sunday school 

        
 Kathy Blackley    

My mom, Kay Evans, started coming to Winter Park Baptist when I was 8 years 
old.  Through college, marriage, & children, WPBC has remained home.  In 44 years, 
I’ve had some amazing opportunities to serve with & through Winter Park. Currently 

I'm a member of the Koinonia Small Group, a greeter at the 8:30 service, & recreation 
leader for 3rd-5th grade Children's Fall Retreat.  On August 28th, I’ll head back into 

teaching preschool Sunday School.  Previously, I've served on the Weekday 
Preschool  & Recreation Committee, taught VBS & served at Vigilant Hope .  Mission 
trips to Helena, Arkansas & Costa Rica will forever hold a special place in my heart.  

Joyce Christmas  

I was invited to church by Mike Abernathy, Jr.  32 years ago. I joined a Baptist Young 
Women group, and I am still a part of the same group, now known as Women on Mission.  
Over the years I have served on the following committees: hospitality, children’s, vehicle, 
and baptism.  I have been an usher for the 11 am service for over 20 years.  I have been 

the 5th grade Sunday School teacher for the better part of 26 years.  Since Covid, we 
added the 3rd & 4th grade. 

         Annette Coates 

My husband, Rodney, and I began attending WPBC in the mid 90's. We were searching 
for a church to worship God and serve alongside other Christians. We immediately 

found both and felt at home here. After joining the church, I've served as Deacon, on 
the Leadership Committee, and as an adult Sunday School Leader. I am currently 

serving on the 8:30 Welcome Team, Fiscal Affairs, and WINGS Team. I also serve in 
the Youth Group as a Middle School Teacher on Sunday mornings. And I am working 

with a team to build a Columbarium/Gardens on the church grounds.  
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                Andy Mason 

 After moving to Wilmington in 1960 with Jan and 2 small children, we lived in close proximity 
of Winter Park Baptist. We visited church and pastor Elwood Orr. We liked what we saw and 

heard and joined. Been there ever since. Have served on numerous committees, deacon 
board, finance, personnel, pastor search, trustees, etc. Currently member of Faithful Followers 

SS class and a substitute teacher.   
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   George Gaddy 

In 1963, my family and I moved in to the neighborhood of Winter Park and 
joined Winter Park Baptist soon after. In my 59 years here, I have served on 
almost every committee and team , including serving as a Deacon, Sunday 

School Teacher,  and on the building and Grounds Committee. I currently serve 
as chair of the Facilities Planning Committee and am a regular attender of Men’s 

Bible Study and the 11:00 a.m. service.  

Louie Warren 

  We were invited to Winter Park when we moved to Wilmington in 1984 by former 
long time members Harold & Linda Seagle, who my wife Gail worked with (Harold 
in his law practice) for several years until their move to Asheville. We joined at that 

time what was the Young Couples SS class and many of us have remained 
together in that class through the years although it is now known as the Nelson 

Farmer class. I previously served on the Fiscal Affairs committee and the 
Personnel committee.  Currently I am serving as the active Deacon for the Nelson 

Farmer SS class.  

Sarah Norris 

My husband, Tommy and I joined Winter Park in 1974. After trying several other churches, 
we were drawn to Winter Park because we found the people to be so friendly. As a couple 
with young children, we loved all the activities and the other families we met. We felt led by 

God to join and have never regretted that decision. In the 48 years we have been here I 
have enjoyed wearing many hats including, Nursery Coordinator, Weekday Ed Director, 
Friendship Class co-teacher, Women of the Word Bible Study Leader and serving on the 
kitchen committee. I love this church and want to see it grow spiritually and accomplish 

God’s will. 

            Becky Teel   Fred and I came to Winter 
Park Baptist Church in 2007. We had friends who invited us and upon entering the church 
we felt welcomed. We attended Sunday School under the Leadership of Dr Charles Allen 

and later Anne Thompson. I served with WOW Bible Study starting in 2011 and will be 
serving with Sarah Norris beginning August 29 of this year. Then In 2015 I began teaching 
the Joy Class under God’s direction. I have served on Standing Committees and Teams. I 
am currently Chair of the Leadership Committee. Fred and I have worked and served on 

several projects around the church improving the Building and Grounds. 

 

         Laura Wilson 

My husband Allan (who is now deceased) and I were members at a church across 
town and decided to look for a church closer to home. When we visited Winter Park 

Baptist Church, we were warmly welcomed and decided to become part of the 
Winter Park Baptist family. I am a member of and co-teach a Sunday School Class 
and have the fortune to substitute in another class on occasion. I currently serve on 
the Fiscal affairs Committee and the Stewardship Committee. It would be my honor 

to serve on the Pastor Search Committee. 
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