PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God: Father, + Son and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of
God, let us with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help intime of need. Hebrews 4:14,16

Kneel or Sit

Hear the commandments of God to his people:

| am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods but me.

Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not misuse the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s possessions.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s people.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.

HYMN #712: “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”

- GREETING

P The grace‘of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

Cc And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.

Cc And also with you.
P Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you
in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile,
will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through
this vision they will know that “I am the Lord.”

1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them;
there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. % He said to me, “Mortal,
can these bones live?” | answered, “O Lord God, you know.” “Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. ® Thus
says the Lord God to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 1
will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and
put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that 1 am the Lord.” “So |
prophesied as | had been commanded, and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a noise,
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8| looked, and there were sinews
on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no
breath in them. ® Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say
to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live.” "°1 prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. " Then he said
to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them:
Thus says the Lord God: | am going to open your graves and bring you up from your
graves, O my people, and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. 3 And you shall know
that | am the Lord when | open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my
people. ™1 will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own
soil; then you shall know that |, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PsALm 130
With the Lord there is mercy and fuliness of redemption.




SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind
our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God
raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. ’ For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not
submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God. ?But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. "° But if Christ
is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. " If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit
that dwells in you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
CHOIR: “Poor Man Lazarus” (by Jester Hairston)

The holy Gospel according to St. John, the 11" chapter.
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C] Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he
calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him fto life.

(See back page for Reading)
P The gospel of the Lord.
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SERMON

HYMN OoF THE DAY #773: “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is




seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN #331: “As the Deer Runs to the River’

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your

whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may
know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. Amen -

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with  you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - 1y ho - ly Lord God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and Iead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kmgdom and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world; grant us thy peace, grant us thy peace.

After all have communed:
P Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fastmg be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN #886: “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

P
Cc

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE




