[image: A white cross with a bird and a black background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]






Bible Study Guide
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Misdirection, Contradiction, Entrapment:  How We Drift from God’s Word (…and How to Come Back)

Text: Genesis 3:1-7 (read)

Bible Study Focus:  The enemy’s strategy is rarely “kick down the door”.  It usually starts with a conversation…that may plant a question or twist the truth.  The longer you have this conversation with the enemy, he will present a “hook” that is connected to your desire…which usually results in our feeling that disobedience is reasonable.  

· The Misdirection (Genesis 3:1-3)
· Now the serpent was more cunning than any animal of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God really said, ‘You shall not eat from ANY tree of the garden’?” – verse 1
· Cunning – arum – subtle, shrewd, sly, crafty; probably very good in conversation; perhaps charming.  
· The serpent presents a “misquote” within his question: “Has God really said you shall not eat from ANY tree of the garden?”
· the very tone of the question can generate a sense of mistrust.  
· The question introduces a narrative of divine ill intention.   

· Eve’s response resulted in misquoting God as well.
· “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat, but from the fruit of the tree, which is in the middle of the garden, GOD HAS SAID, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’”
· Question:  Was it really such a big deal for Eve to misquote God’s command (Word)?  What are some common ways that we may do that today?  

· The Contradiction (Genesis 3:4,5)
· The serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die! For God knows that on the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will become like God, knowing good and evil.”

· The serpent provides a direct contradiction to God’s word, followed by a distorted truth.
· You will not die…your eyes will be opened!  

· Question:  In your opinion, what is more dangerous: a bold lie or a subtle half-truth? 





 
· The Entrapment (Genesis 3:6,7)
· 6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took some of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves waist coverings.

· Eve encountered Temptation:

· It was good for food (_logical /practical)
· Delight to the eyes (appealing/_sensual)
· Desirable to make one wise (self-serving/_ambition)

· James 1:13-15 (read)
· Temptation – when we are _carried  away by something that we want
· Sin – when we __give__ into that temptation (harmatia)
· Death – when sin runs its course (____lifestyle___)


· Our Response: Resist & Repent
· Resist
· James 4:7
· Submit – hupotasso – to be ________________ authority
· Resist – anthistemi – to go up against; to _________________; to fight back

· 2 Corinthians 10:3-6
· Our weapons are ________________ powerful
· Destroy arguments and ____________ arrogance against the knowledge of God
· Take ______________ thought captive to the obedience of Christ

· Repent
· 1 John 1:9
· Confess – homologeo – to say the ______________ thing

· Acts 3:19 (NIV)
· Repent – metanoeo – to __________________ the way you think
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