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Quantum Physics CanTeach Us About God,Say Physicists
The Wired Word for the Week ofAugust 23, 2026
In the News
The study of our world at thesmallest atomic and subatomic levelsis called quantum physics orquantum mechanics. This branch ofscience focuses on the fundamentalbuilding blocks of the universe,including atoms, electrons andphotons. Instead of followingpredictable rules, quantummechanics relies on probabilities,and it supports new technologiessuch as quantum computers andsecure communications. 
While it might seem far from theworld of the Bible, quantum physicscan help us to understand the truthabout our world and enable us togrow closer to God the Creator. Suchscience can help Christians to "thinkabout how God made the world," saidCatholic physicist and professorVincenzo Tamma, "because itdescribes the deepest level of hownature works." In a recent interviewin the National Catholic Register, heexplained that quantum mechanicsgives us fundamental "insights intonature, the way God willed it and has

ordered it."
No coursework in physics is requiredto understand these connections.Instead, Christians can begin byseeing that God gave humanity twosources of revelation: the createduniverse (nature) and the writtenword (Scripture). Nature is an openbook available to all peopleeverywhere, communicating withoutwritten pages or human language.Because God authored both natureand Scripture, the truths found withinthe physical world and the Bible willnot contradict each other. "The lawsof physics," said Tamma, "andespecially the quantum laws -- arepart of the 'book of nature,' and Godis the one who gives those laws."
Can quantum physics prove thatthere is a God? No, it cannot, saidTamma, "because God is beyond thenatural world and beyond thescientific method, even the laws ofquantum physics." But the laws ofnature, and especially the quantumlaws, make sense of the natural worldand point us to a higher order ofreality -- a Creator God. "That is whymany physicists have spoken withawe and wonder about the universe,"he reflected. Quantum physics"shows that creation is intelligible,yet still ultimately points beyonditself to God."
Arnold Sikkema, a Protestantphysicist and professor, wrote on theblog Sensus Divinitatis that quantumphysics "has opened up new ways ofthinking about the world thatresonate deeply with Christian
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thinking." While quantum mechanicsdoes not prove the creeds of thechurch, it does not undermine them."In fact," he said, "it invites us to seecreation as more mysterious, morerelational, and more open to divineaction than the mechanisticworldview of classical physics everallowed."  
Tamma sees "a real need, in bothsociety and the Church, for scholarsto bring together different kinds ofknowledge -- especially quantumscience, philosophy and theology."He wants to be part of a communityof scholars, driven by a search fortruth, "who can do rigorous researchtogether, remain people of faith, andhelp one another understand reality,God and creation more deeply."
Quantum physics can even help tobring people to Christian faith,according to Tamma. "Science canhelp us read creation and HolyScripture more deeply, but it does notput God in a box. God is free, he actsthrough secondary causes, and hecontinues to act in creation." Tammabelieves that quantum physics cansupport dialogue "between scienceand theology by opening people tomystery [and] showing that nature isreal, intelligible and ordered forhuman good -- all of which can pointbeyond itself to God." In the historyof religion, notes TWW consultantand physicist James Gruetzner,"Christianity looked upon God'sentering into the material world inJesus, which made the physicalworld worthy of study while bringing

in a framework of orderliness." 
Sikkema believes that quantummechanics reveals the relationalnature of reality. He says, "As aChristian, I believe that creation isnot a closed system but a dynamic,responsive, and relational reality, onethat mysteriously reflects in someway the character of its Creator."Since God is a Trinity -- Father, Sonand Holy Spirit in an eternal, divinerelationship -- it makes sense thatGod remains in relationship with theworld. "God is not a distantwatchmaker who set the universe inmotion and then stepped back.Instead, God is intimately involved insustaining and guiding creation,moment by moment."
More on this story can be found atthese links:
Quantum Physics and the Mystery ofGod's Creation. National CatholicRegister
Quantum Physics and the Credibilityof Christian Faith: A PersonalReflection. Sensus Divinitatis
Applying the News Story 
Without getting lost in the details ofquantum physics, discuss yourunderstanding of God the Creatorand his relationship with nature.Share the ways in which yourChristian faith and your scientificunderstandings help you to makesense of the world. Suggest ways inwhich both approaches can help youto grow in faith and understanding.
The Big Questions

https://www.ncregister.com/interview/quantum-physics-and-the-mystery-of-god-s-creation
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https://peterschuurman.ca/2025/09/04/quantum-physics-and-the-credibility-of-christian-faith-a-personal-reflection/
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1. What is your experience withscience, gained during your schooldays and afterward? What value doesit have to you, if any?
2. Where do you see evidence thatGod is the author of both nature andScripture? What truths can be foundin the physical world and in theBible? How do these truths relate toeach other?
3. How does creation point you toGod, the Creator, if at all? When, ifever, have you had a religiousexperience in nature? How do yousee God acting in the world, if at all?
4. Why should the search for truthinclude the perspectives of bothscience and faith? What can bothcontribute to a deeper understandingof God, reality and creation? How canthe church be supportive of thissearch?
5. Physicist Sikkema says thatquantum physics "invites us to seethe world not as a machine but as acreation: mysterious, beautiful, andreflecting the presence and love ofGod." How is this true for you, if atall?
Confronting the News With Scriptureand HopeHere are some Bible verses to guideyour discussion:
Genesis 1:1-3When God began to create theheavens and the earth, the earth wascomplete chaos, and darknesscovered the face of the deep, while awind from God swept over the face of

the waters. Then God said, "Let therebe light," and there was light. (Forcontext, read Genesis 1:1-31.)
TWW Team Member Frank Ramirez isgrateful to a Wheaton professornamed John H. Walton for pointingout that the first chapter of Genesisdoes not require us to make a choicebetween the Bible and science.Instead, we simply need to acceptthat the writer of Genesis haddifferent assumptions about theworld than we do today.
Walton challenges us to consider thedifference between a "house" and a"home." Some people are veryconcerned about how to put buildingmaterials together to build a house,while others are more concernedabout how to make a building home-like. The Hebrew word bara,translated in Genesis 1:1 as "create,"is more about making a home thanconstructing a house, he said. It isused more than 50 times in theHebrew Bible and it is always aboutbringing order to things. Walton saidthe word "refers to a divine activity.In scripture God creates, or bringsorder, to material objects likeJerusalem, but also to grammaticalobjects like purity."
With this understanding, when theBible says the earth was formlessand empty the assumption is that theworld was "not lacking matter, butorder." The creation story was aboutmaking a home, not building a house,he asserted, noting that the sevendays of creation conform to theseven days necessary to dedicate the

https://peterschuurman.ca/2025/09/04/quantum-physics-and-the-credibility-of-christian-faith-a-personal-reflection/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201&version=NRSVUE
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temple as holy space. The creationnarrative in Genesis 1 was aboutconsecrating the whole earth asGod's home, God's holy space.
Questions: What kind of a home wasGod creating in the first chapter ofGenesis? Why is God concerned withbringing order to things? How is thisan ongoing concern for God inhuman life, and in the rest ofcreation?
Psalm 19:1The heavens are telling the glory ofGod, and the firmament proclaims hishandiwork. (For context, read Psalm19:1-6.)
The writer of Psalm 19 understoodthat God was at work throughout theuniverse, which is why he began bysaying that the heavens "are tellingthe glory of God." This ancient poet,perhaps David, looked up into theheavens and saw the handiwork ofGod in the sun and moon, the starsand the planets. Some NASAphysicists feel the same way today --they look into space and see beautyand order, not emptiness and chaos. 
The psalm-writer says that creationspeaks to us, but in a strange way --it does not use words.  "Day to daypours forth speech," says thepsalm,"and night to night declaresknowledge. There is no speech, norare there words ... yet their voicegoes out through all the earth, andtheir words to the end of the world"(vv. 2-4).
So, how does creation speak to us, ifit does not use words? Perhaps

through physics and chemistry andthe science of life itself. And what isthe message of a day that pours forthspeech, and a night that declaresknowledge? Creation may be tellingus that God is good, and that Godwants to provide for us -- our Earth isa lush, green island of life in themiddle of the cold, lifeless expanseof space. There is plenty of food andresources for billions of people, butonly if we share them and take careof them.
Questions: How does creation speakto you, if at all? What message doesit have for you? Where do you seeevidence that God has created agood world, one with resources thatcan sustain the lives of all? Whatdoes this tell you about the nature ofGod?
Colossians 1:15-17[Christ] is the image of the invisibleGod, the firstborn of all creation, forin him all things in heaven and onearth were created, things visible andinvisible, whether thrones ordominions or rulers or powers -- allthings have been created throughhim and for him. He himself is beforeall things, and in him all things holdtogether.  (For context, read Colossians 1:15-23.)
So often we think of Jesus as a first-century rabbi, walking the dustyroads of Galilee, and that is certainlyan important part of who he is. But inhis letter to the Colossians, Pauldescribes him as a cosmic being whohas a life and identity that go farbeyond the Earth: "image of the

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2019%3A1-6&version=NRSVUE
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invisible God" ... "firstborn of allcreation" ... the center of reality. Allthings came into being throughChrist, "visible and invisible," andwithout him not one thing came intobeing. He has power over all things,says Paul, "and in him all things holdtogether."  
In a world in which we often feel likeour lives are being pulled apart,Jesus Christ is acting to "reconcile to[God] all things, whether on earth orin heaven, by making peace throughthe blood of his cross" (v. 20). Whenwe encounter world-shakingchallenges, we have access to thegreatest power in the universe.
So, what happens when we put ourtrust in Jesus? For starters, Jesuscreates instead of destroys. Hesupports the covenant that Godmade with the Earth and all livingthings after the Great Flood, whenGod promised never again to destroycreation with flooding. Bibleinstructor Sylvia Keesmaat noticesthat the phrase "all things" isrepeated multiple times in thispassage from Colossians -- this"reaffirms God’s commitment tocreation, culminating in thereconciliation of all things both onearth and in heaven, making peacethrough the blood of Jesus on thecross."
When our world is falling apart,Jesus is working to pull it backtogether. When our plans go awry,Jesus is creating something new.When we are feeling overwhelmed bysins and shortcomings, Jesus is

"making peace through the blood ofhis cross" (v. 20). Jesus is all aboutrestoration, renewal and forgiveness.He wants to make us right with Godand with each other, so that we willbe "holy and blameless andirreproachable" (v. 22). 
Jesus is also the "the head of thebody, the church ... in him all thefullness of God was pleased to dwell"(vv. 18-19). In addition to being acreator of worlds, Jesus is the headof the community known as thechurch. And it is in Jesus that we seethe fullness of God's powerful love.
Questions: What is yourunderstanding of the relationshipbetween Jesus and creation? In yourexperience, how does he hold allthings together? Where do you seeJesus in the life of the church?
Hebrews 1:1-3Long ago God spoke to ourancestors in many and various waysby the prophets, but in these lastdays he has spoken to us by a Son,whom he appointed heir of all things,through whom he also created theworlds. He is the reflection of God'sglory and the exact imprint of God'svery being, and he sustains all thingsby his powerful word. When he hadmade purification for sins, he satdown at the right hand of the Majestyon high ... (For context, read Hebrews1:1-9.)
The letter to the Hebrews is the firstof the General Epistles in the NewTestament, a set of letters that wereaddressed to a general audience,

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%201%3A1-9&version=NRSVUE
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unlike the letters of the apostle Paul.Hebrews was written to Christianswho had grown up Jewish, featuringelements that were connected to theancient sacrificial system of Israel --including the work of Jesus as a highpriest to make "purification for sins."
The letter begins by acknowledgingthat God spoke to Hebrew ancestorslong ago "by the prophets," and nowGod is speaking "by a Son." God'sSon Jesus is the "heir of all things,"as well as being the one throughwhom God "created the worlds."Jesus continues to be at work increation, in particular as the one who"sustains all things by his powerfulword." This is an example of the workthat physicist Arnold Sikkemaattributes to the God who "isintimately involved in sustaining andguiding creation, moment bymoment." 
Questions: How do you experiencethe involvement of Jesus in the worldtoday? How does he sustain andguide things through his word -- inyour personal life, in the life of thechurch, and in the wider world?
For Further Discussion
1. In The Awakened Brain, authorLisa Miller draws on clinicalexperience and research to show thathumans are equipped with a capacityfor spirituality, and that our brainsbecome more resilient and robust asa result of it. TWW Team MemberMary Sells asks, "Why do weseparate our religious selves and ourscientific selves? What if we dropped

those assumptions and believed thatGod, Creator of all things, gave usscientific curiosity and the call tofaith? Have we been trained to thinkeither/or, with no space forboth/and?" Respond.
2. "Natural phenomena likeearthquakes and radiation are notinherently bad," says physicistArnold Sikkema; "they are actuallypart of the good creation, thoughtheir effects can be harmful in abroken world. Redemption, then,includes not only spiritual renewalbut also the restoration of ourrelationship with the physical world."How do you reconcile a good Creatorwith destructive events in nature?What could restore our relationshipwith the natural world?
3. In TWW Team Member HenryBrinton's novel Windows of theHeavens, a Methodist pastor namedHarley Camden has an encounterwith a witch named John Jonas. Inthe woods near the Occoquan River,John begins to talk about his paganview of the world. "There is so muchpower in nature," John says, "somuch energy. We believe that thespiritual world and the physical worldare totally interconnected, and thatevery single thing has a spirit."
Harley believes that Christ is thefirstborn of all creation, and that allthings were created through him. Buthe keeps this to himself.
"In our services, we tap into thispower," John continues, "and weembrace it all -- earth, wind, water,

https://www.amazon.com/The-Awakened-Brain/dp/0141991038/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0
https://peterschuurman.ca/2025/09/04/quantum-physics-and-the-credibility-of-christian-faith-a-personal-reflection/
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fire, sky. You Christians do as muchevil as anyone, but you deny it. Wehave no problem with pride andpersonal freedom and individualism."
"We are certainly sinners," admitsHarley. "None of us is all good."
"We embrace the evil and the good,"John continues. "Humans are violentand always have been."
What parts of creation do not reflectthe handiwork of Christ? What forcesin nature should Christians resist?
4. Physicist Vincenzo Tamma saysthat there is a lot of misleadingwriting on quantum physics, withsome people saying that quantummechanics is pure chaos and cannotfit with God, when in fact it can helpus to understand creation and theCreator. How would you respond tosomeone disparaging quantumphysics? Where do you see value inconnecting science to faith?  
Responding to the News
Listen carefully when the heavensbegin to speak of "the glory of God"(Psalm 19:1). Allow science to revealthe order of the created world to you,as it points you to the Creator. Lookfor opportunities in your churchcommunity to grow in both faith andunderstanding.
Prayer
We thank you, Lord, forbeing One God in ThreePersons, a Trinity of love

and power. We praiseyou for the order andwonder of your world,and for yourcommitment to being inrelationship with all thatyou have made. Help usto serve you with heartand mind, and toworship you as ourCreator, Redeemer andSustainer. Amen.


