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School Principal TacklesGunman, Credits "God'sHand"
The Wired Word for the Week of May17, 2026
In the News
On April 7, an Oklahoma high schoolprincipal tackled a gunman in thelobby of his school, protectingstudents and staff from deadlyviolence. Kirk Moore, an educator for35 years, raced into the hallway afterthe suspect opened fire at PaulsValley High School. He pushed thegunman onto a bench and held himdown until another staffer helped tokick the weapon away.
Principal Moore was shot in the legand then airlifted to a nearbyhospital. No one else was injured inthe shooting. Pauls Valley PoliceChief Don May said to CBS News,"We're about a population of 6,200people. Good kids, good community.Certainly don't expect these type ofsituations to happen in your town."
Lindel Fields, the Oklahomasuperintendent of public instruction,said that Moore "got up like the restof us to go to work and who dreamedthis was going to happen? So I justwant to say thank you."
Moore gave credit to his "instinctsand training, as well as God's hand"for helping him subdue the threat. He

said he was looking forward toreturning to work so that he couldcontinue his "life's work educatingthe next generation of Oklahomaleaders."
The suspect, Victor Lee Hawkins, 20,is a former student of Pauls ValleyHigh School. He is facing multiplecharges, including shooting withintent to kill. After pleading "notguilty," he remains in custody on a $1million bond. 
According to The Independent,investigators allege that Hawkins wasarmed with two semi-automaticpistols when he entered the school,weapons that he had obtained fromhis father's closet. Investigators saythat Hawkins "wanted to conduct hisown school shooting like theColumbine shooters did," with a planto kill students, Moore, other facultymembers and himself.
After entering the building, Hawkinstried to shoot a student but foundthat one of his weapons hadmalfunctioned. After fixing themalfunction, Hawkins spottedanother student and discharged hisweapon, missing his target. Thesecond student put his hands up andpleaded with Hawkins to not shoothim. The gunman then allowed thetwo students to leave.
At that point, Moore charged at theshooter and tackled him. ​ Theweapon was removed from theshooter's hand, after the principalwas shot in the leg. Moore and theschool's assistant principal lay ontop of Hawkins until authorities
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arrived.
Later, Moore said, "I don't know whatI was thinking." In an interview on"CBS Mornings," he recounted, "Iwas just running to get to whateverwas going on." Officials said that hisheroism was the reason that no oneelse at the school was injured, andthat the suspect was arrested.
"I think it was just instinct," Mooresaid of his actions. "You know, in 37years, you go through trainings anddrills and what you should do. Thatall goes out the window." Glad that itworked out the way it did, Mooreadded, "I think God's hand was on allof us, but I can't explain why ithappened the way it did."
Moore was later crowned prom kingand dubbed "our king" at a schooldance. In a video obtained by NBCNews, students can be seen cheeringand high-fiving the principal. "Itdoesn't surprise me the actions thathe took, but it is amazing," saidPolice Chief May. "There's not adoubt in my mind that he saved kids'lives."
In his own statement, Mooreexpressed his "gratitude for theoutpouring of love and support" thathe had received.​  "This support is thereason I am healthy and recoveringtoday."
More on this story can be found atthese links:
Newly Released Surveillance VideoShows Oklahoma High SchoolPrincipal Tackling Gunman. CBSNews

Heroic Principal Says TacklingGunman Was 'Just Instinct' And'God's Hand Was on All of Us.' CBSNews
Heroic Principal Speaks For The FirstTime After Tackling School Shooter:'God's Hand Was on All of Us.' TheIndependent
High School Principal Crowned PromKing After Stopping Gunman. YouTube
Applying the News Story 
While Principal Kirk Moore felt that"God's hand was on all of us" when agunman entered Pauls Valley HighSchool, the survivor of last year's AirIndia crash might feel differently (see"Air India Jet Crash Has SoleSurvivor," The Wired Word, June 22,2025). In that case, did God permitthe person in one airline seat to live,but allow the person in the next seatto die? Use this story of Moore'sheroism as an opportunity to discusshow God is involved -- or notinvolved -- in any kind of catastrophe.  
The Big Questions
1. When, if ever, have you faced acrisis and felt God's hand? Describethe experience.
2. How is God present in the courageof Principal Moore, and in theresponse of the people of his schooland community? Would this still betrue if a number of students and staffhad lost their lives? Why or why not?
3. Where do you see God's choices inmatters of life and death, ifanywhere? How is God involved in
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who lives and who dies, if at all?
4. How does your church communityrespond to catastrophe? When havechurch members acted as the handsand feet of Jesus in the world?
5. What signs of God's presence andpower do you expect to see in a timeof crisis? How is your faith impactedwhen your expectations are not met?
Confronting the News With Scriptureand HopeHere are some Bible verses to guideyour discussion:
1 Samuel 1:10-11[Hannah] was deeply distressed andprayed to the LORD and wept bitterly.She made this vow: "O LORD ofhosts, if only you will look on themisery of your servant and rememberme and not forget your servant butwill give to your servant a male child,then I will set him before you as anazirite until the day of his death. Heshall drink neither wine norintoxicants, and no razor shall touchhis head." (For context, read 1Samuel 1:1-28.)
In the first book of Samuel, Hannahand her husband Elkanah discoveredthat pregnancy does not alwayscome easily. Like so many couples,they struggled with infertility. It iseasy to understand why Hannah,presenting herself before God in thetemple at Shiloh, "was deeplydistressed and prayed to the LORDand wept bitterly." 
Wanting a baby very badly, Hannahmade a promise to God: if only [you]"give to your servant a male child,

then I will set him before you as anazirite until the day of his death."She made a deal with God, promisingto show gratitude by giving the childto God. Hannah had a son, whom shenamed Samuel, which means "I haveasked him of the LORD" (v. 20). Sheturned him over to Eli the priest, andSamuel grew up to become one ofthe most influential leaders of thepeople of Israel. 
But what about the deal that Hannahmade with God? She had grown tiredof waiting, so she asked God to giveher a boy so that she could offer himto God. It was a classic quid pro quo,a favor for a favor. Dealing with Godis not a transaction, however, likeswiping a credit card in a vendingmachine. The gift of a child does notmagically appear when a desperatemother promises to give the baby toGod.
The power of prayer is that itchanges the people who pray,making them more peaceful andaccepting and connected to God. Noteveryone is able to have a child, butchildlessness is not a barrier to livinga full and faithful life, with deepconnections to God and other people.In the end, our prayers are answeredwhen God’s will is done, not whenour dreams come true.  
When we are dealing with God, thegreatest answer to prayer is that wewill be aligned with God's will, linkedto God and to each other inharmonious relationships. Peoplewho ask for such connections willalways be heard by God and

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%201%3A1-28&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%201%3A1-28&version=NRSVUE
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answered.
Questions: When, if ever, have youmade a deal with God in a time ofcrisis? What was the result, and howwere you changed by it? In yourexperience, how does God answerprayer and align you with his will?
Isaiah 45:7I form light and create darkness, Imake weal and create woe; I theLORD do all these things. (Forcontext, read Isaiah 45:1-7.)
In chapter 45 of the book of theprophet Isaiah, God spoke throughthe prophet to Cyrus, the pagan kingof Persia. He called Cyrus "hisanointed," which is literally "hismessiah," a term used for kings inthe house and lineage of David. Godwas using Cyrus "to subdue nationsbefore him and to strip kings of theirrobes" (v. 1). 
God wanted Cyrus to conquerBabylon, release the Jewish captives,and enable the rebuilding ofJerusalem. In a time of crisis, Godacted in a surprising way to bring hispeople home from exile, ending thegreatest catastrophe in Israelitehistory. This divine action was for"the sake of my servant Jacob andIsrael my chosen" (v. 4).
Verse 7 is often cited in support ofthe claim that God causes evil: "Iform light and create darkness, Imake weal and create woe." The wordtranslated as "evil" or "woe,"however, can also mean "calamity" or"disaster." Isaiah wants to assert thatnothing is as powerful as God, and

that God can "do all these things."
"I get the point that nothing that Goddoes is wrong," says TWW TeamMember Mark Rouleau. "He is thedefinition and full measure of truth,love, etc.; and yet what we deem ashumans as 'evil' still exists." Therelationship between God and evil-calamity-disaster is very difficult todefine.
Questions: How would you describethe connection between God and evil,woe, calamity and disaster? Whenhave you seen a perfect God workingthrough imperfect people, such asKing Cyrus? When have you had anexperience of God bringing good outof evil? Be specific.
Luke 13:4-5Or those eighteen who were killedwhen the tower of Siloam fell on them-- do you think that they were worseoffenders than all the other peopleliving in Jerusalem? No, I tell you, butunless you repent you will all perishjust as they did. (For context, read Luke 13:1-5.) 
When we see other people indistress, we can be tempted to focuson what they did -- if anything -- tocause their problems. But Jesusmakes clear that the eighteen whodied in the collapse of the tower ofSiloam were not "worse offendersthan all the other people living inJerusalem." Nor were the Galileanskilled by Pilate "worse sinners thanall other Galileans" (v. 2).
Jesus wants us to see thatcatastrophes are not always

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2045%3A1-7&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2013%3A1-5&version=NRSVUE
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punishment for sins or offenses.Sometimes they are reminders thatlife is fragile, and that we need totake a look at ourselves and makesome changes. "Jesus' words hereserve as a reminder to us," saysTWW Consultant James Gruetzner."We are not better than those wehave compassion or pity for, and weare equally in need of God'sforgiveness and grace."
The book of Job makes the point thatsuffering is no sign that the suffererhas sinned. It was a counterculturalpoint then and is today, too. 
Questions: Why is it important for usto resist making a link betweencalamities and human sinfulness?What are some ways that God canuse catastrophes to remind us of ourown need for grace and forgiveness? 
Revelation 6:9-11When he broke the fifth seal, I sawunder the altar the souls of thosewho had been slaughtered for theword of God and for the testimonythey had given; they cried out with aloud voice, "Sovereign Lord, holy andtrue, how long will it be before youjudge and avenge our blood on theinhabitants of the earth?" They wereeach given a white robe and told torest a little longer, until the numberwould be complete both of theirfellow servants and of their brothersand sisters who were soon to bekilled as they themselves had beenkilled. (No context needed.)
The sixth chapter of the book ofRevelation tells of the opening ofseals on a scroll held by Jesus, the

Lamb of God. When the first fourseals are opened, riders on horsesappear -- the so-called "FourHorsemen of the Apocalypse." Theseriders represent the reality ofdestruction in the world, the logicalconsequence of conquest, warfareand famine. Their appearance raisesthe question of why a merciful Godwould allow suffering and affliction.
The very same question is raised bythe souls of the martyrs buried underthe altar, as the fifth seal is opened:"how long will it be before you judgeand avenge our blood on theinhabitants of the earth?" Since noone likes justice to be delayed, thisquestion continues to resonate withus today. But Revelation reports thatthe faithful martyrs are told to restand wait a little longer, until theirfellow servants and brothers andsisters -- who were about to be killedas they were -- "had been killed." Themartyrs are forced to wait for justice,while additional believers die.
Perhaps God is saying that conquest,warfare and famine will continue tocause destruction until we learn theways of peace and generosity.Innocent people will die in the streetsuntil we begin to see every person asa precious child of God. Even thedeaths of martyrs have positiveconsequences, in that their sacrificescan inspire others to change theirhearts and lives. God allows time forpeople to make the right choice, evenif a delay in justice causes hardshipfor righteous people of faith.
Questions: Why do you think God
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allows suffering and affliction in theworld? What positive things canhappen while people areexperiencing hardship? What actionsshould your church be taking while itwaits for divine justice?
For Further Discussion
1. "My wife and I were catching up onepisodes of 'George and Mandy'sFirst Marriage,'" writes TWW TeamMember Frank Ramirez. "At one pointthe local pastor crows that God hasanswered their prayers, and Mandyskeptically wonders why God wouldanswer their prayer rather than theinnumerable prayers God receives."People offer prayers in manycatastrophes, and not all suchsituations have happy endings. Howdo you define an answered prayer?Can prayers be answered, even whenthe outcome is injury or loss of life?If not all prayers are answered, howdoes God decide what prayers toanswer?
2. In his first letter, John writes that"God is light and in him there is nodarkness at all" (1:5). Light speaks toGod's purity, truth and love, and it isthe opposite of the darknessconnected to impurity, falsehood andhatred. If God is light, where can hebe seen in the darkness ofcatastrophe? Where have you seensigns of God's light when you havebeen in a dark personal situation?
3. TWW Team Member Bill Tammeusoffers this painful personal reflection:"When I think about God saving thisor that person versus savingsomeone we want saved, I inevitably

go to the murder of my brilliantnephew on 9/11, almost 25 years ago.Why did KSM, Khalid SheikhMohammed, the alleged mastermindof those terrorist attacks, surviveeven until today? Why was thefabulous Karleton D.B. Fyfe snuffedout in a flash and a crash? Toattribute such injustice (my term) toGod is both ridiculous andblasphemy. The reality is that the oldtheodicy question of why there is evilin the world if God is good still hasno answer that satisfies everyone.Simplistic answers are, in my view, arejection of the inscrutability andmystery of God, about whom all wereally need to know for eternalreasons is that God loves us and willnot let us go." Discuss. 
4. After the shooter was subdued inPauls Valley High School, PoliceChief Don May said, "We're apopulation of 6,200 people. Goodkids, good community. Certainlydon't expect these type of situationsto happen in your town." What wouldyou do if such violence erupted inyour town? What would you wantyour congregation to do? How canyou intervene in the lives of youngpeople and their families in order toreduce the likelihood of suchviolence?
Responding to the News
Look for signs of the hand of God inevery situation you face in the weekto come. Pray that you will be alignedwith God's will, in times of joy andtimes of crisis. Trust that God can beactive in surprising ways, even in
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times of pain and hardship, alwaysworking to bring people closer tohim. 
Prayer
Lord Jesus, we thank you for beingwith us, even as we face crises andcatastrophes. As our crucified andrisen Savior, you have experiencedthe depths of human pain and youare now leading us to the heights ofeternal life. Help us to trust thatnothing in all creation can separateus from your power and your love.
Amen.


