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Unifying Topic: The Call of Gideon 

I. Israel’s Oppression Experience 

(Judges 6:1-2) 

II. Israel’s Sin Confronted (Judges 6:7-

10) 

III. A Judge is Chosen (Judges 6:11-16) 

 

Introduction: 

You have a garden, and you work hard all 
spring and summer to make that garden 
produce abundantly. But every year, just 
about the time you're ready to gather in the 
harvest, your neighbors swoop down and 
take your produce away from you by force. 
This goes on year after year, and there's 
nothing you can do about it. 

If you can imagine that scenario, then you'll 
have some idea of the suffering the Jews 
experienced every harvest when the 
Midianites made their annual raids. For 
seven years, God allowed the Midianites 
and their allies to ravage "the land of milk 
and honey," leaving the people in the 
deepest poverty. 

About the time of the eighth Midianite 
invasion, God called a farmer in Manasseh 
named Gideon to become the deliverer of 
His people. Gideon started his career as 
somewhat of a coward (Judg. 6), then 
became a conqueror (7:1-8:21), and ended his 
career as a compromiser (8:22-35). But more 
space is devoted to Gideon in the Book of 
Judges (100 verses) than to any other judge; 
and Gideon is the only judge whose 
personal struggles with his faith are 
recorded. Gideon is a great encouragement 
to people who have a hard time accepting 
themselves and believing that God can 

make anything out of them or do anything 
with them. 

God's people have been living in peace for 

forty years since their victory at Mount 

Tabor under the leadership of Deborah.  

Unfortunately, the seeds of sin were 

seeping again into society and God's people 

again find themselves at the end of a rope.... 

dangling, desperate, defeated, discouraged, 

distressed, disillusioned, and dumbfounded! 

That's what happens when we get away 

from God. 

Context: 

The book of Judges features accounts of a 

series of leaders (“judges”) who arose to 

rescue Israel from foreign oppressions 

during the era 1380 to 1050 BC. These 

stories fit together to paint a picture of a 

dreary pattern: the Israelites sinned, God 

punished them with foreign oppression, the 

Israelites repented, a deliverer came, and 

peace followed. Gideon, the deliverer-judge 

of today’s lesson, was the fifth of perhaps 14 

judges; he served in that capacity during 

the first half of the twelfth century BC. The 

Midianites, the oppressors whom Gideon 

was to confront in today’s text, came from 

what is now northern Saudi Arabia or 

southeastern Jordan. They had created a 

sophisticated society based on trade across 

the Arabian Peninsula with the cultures 

around its perimeter (Egypt, Syria, 

Palestine, and Mesopotamia; compare 

Genesis 37:28). They were not barbarians. 

The Midianites shared a history with Israel 

(see Exodus 18:1; etc.), a history that 

included conflict (see Numbers 25:14–18; 

Psalm 83:9–12). 

Today’s Lesson: 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+7%3A1-8%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+8%3A22-35
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Judges 6:1-2(KJV)  
1  And the children of Israel did evil in 
the sight of the LORD: and the LORD 
delivered them into the hand of Midian 
seven years.  
2  And the hand of Midian prevailed 
against Israel: and because of the 
Midianites the children of Israel made 
them the dens which are in the 
mountains, and caves, and strong holds.  

The intensity of judgment was so severe 
that God's people cried out to the Lord after 
seven years of affliction. Things were pretty 
bad. They were imprisoned in caves, the 
increase was destroyed, they were invaded 
by enemies, and impoverished.  

The historian Josephus said after three 
years of railing the Jews went to the 
mountains for refuge. They made hollows 
or underground tunnel systems. Some caves 
were huge, holding thousands of people. 
The dens were ravines hollowed out by 
torrents of rain. The strongholds were 
fortress-like dwellings usually cut out of the 
forests. God's people were fearful and 
fainthearted. They would rather fly than 
fight. Their sin defeated them and forced 
them into dens and caves. Their 
unwillingness to deal firmly with evil 
revealed a lack of character. That is exactly 
what sin does to us. It robs us of our 
character. It robs, ravages, ransacks and 
ruins our resolve, resolution, and 
relentlessness to say "NO" to wrong and 
fight evil. We become lifeless, lethargic, and 
listless in our Christian life. Deal with your 
sin! Confess it! Forsake it! Repent! 

After hitting rock bottom and reaching the 
end of their rope, God's people cry out to 
the Lord. If they would have just obeyed 
the Lord in the first place, they could have 
avoided this whole mess. When their lives 

began to fall apart, they could have turned 
to God sooner. Turning to the Lord should 
never be the last resort! Call upon Him first 
in every situation. Don't wait till you are 
below the knees of a flea. 

Judges 6:7-10(KJV)  
7  And it came to pass, when the children 
of Israel cried unto the LORD because 
of the Midianites,  
8  That the LORD sent a prophet unto 
the children of Israel, which said unto 
them, Thus saith the LORD God of 
Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and 
brought you forth out of the house of 
bondage;  
9  And I delivered you out of the hand of 
the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all 
that oppressed you, and drave them out 
from before you, and gave you their 
land;  
10  And I said unto you, I am the LORD 
your God; fear not the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but ye 
have not obeyed my voice. 

The "when" in verse seven should have 

been much sooner than it was. These folks 

have been ransacked for seven long years. 

Better late than never! They finally got 

around to praying to the Lord. Why did 

they wait so long to pray? One reason is 

when we get away from God, we don't feel 

like praying too much. Disobedience robs 

us of our desire to pray. Prayer doesn't mix 

well with disobedience and rebellion unless 

you are ready to repent and get your life 

right. Isn't it ironic that those folks who 

have many problems in their lives are 

usually last to pray. Our disobedience 

creates a mess and hinders us from going 

where our problems can be solved. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+6%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+6%3A8
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Israel cried unto the Lord but there doesn't 
seem to be any indication of repentance for 
their sin. The source of their problem was 
not addressed until God's prophet pointed 
out the problem. Israel is doing the same 
thing today. They are crying out to the 
United States or Western Europe but not 
to God Almighty. 

Previous to this, an angel of the Lord, 
probably the Son of God, had come to 
Bochim to reprove Israel for her sins (2:1-
5); and now an unnamed prophet came to 
repeat the message. Often in the Old 
Testament, when the Lord denounced His 
people for their disobedience, He reminded 
them of the wonderful way He had 
delivered them from Egypt. He also 
reminded them of His generosity in giving 
them the land and helping them overcome 
their enemies. If the Jews were suffering 
from Gentile bondage, it wasn't God's fault! 
He had given them everything they needed. 

When you read the New Testament 
epistles, you can't help but notice that the 
apostles took the same approach when they 
admonished the believers to whom they 
wrote. The apostles repeatedly reminded 
the Christians that God had saved them so 
that they might live obediently and serve 
the Lord faithfully. As God's children, they 
were to walk worthy of their high and 
heavenly calling (Eph. 4:1) and live like 
people who were seated with Christ in 
glory (Col. 3:lff). The motive for Christian 
living is not that we might gain something 
we don't have but that we might live up to 
what we already have in Christ. 

The purpose of chastening is to make God's 
children willing to listen to God's Word. 
Often after spanking a child, parents will 
reassure the child of their love and then 
gently admonish the child to listen to what 
they say and obey it. God speaks to His 

children, either through the loving voice of 
Scripture or the heavy hand of chastening; 
and if we ignore the first, we must endure 
the second. One way or another, the Lord is 
going to get our attention and deal with us. 

Judges 6:11-16(KJV)  
11  And there came an angel of the 
LORD, and sat under an oak which was 
in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the 
Abiezrite: and his son Gideon threshed 
wheat by the winepress, to hide it from 
the Midianites.  
12  And the angel of the LORD appeared 
unto him, and said unto him, The LORD 
is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.  
13  And Gideon said unto him, Oh my 
Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then 
is all this befallen us? and where be all 
his miracles which our fathers told us of, 
saying, Did not the LORD bring us up 
from Egypt? but now the LORD hath 
forsaken us, and delivered us into the 
hands of the Midianites.  
14  And the LORD looked upon him, and 
said, Go in this thy might, and thou 
shalt save Israel from the hand of the 
Midianites: have not I sent thee?  
15  And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, 
wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, 
my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am 
the least in my father's house.  
16  And the LORD said unto him, Surely I 
will be with thee, and thou shalt smite 
the Midianites as one man.  

Had they remembered Joshua, they would 
have known his "farewell speeches" given 
to the leaders and the people of Israel (Josh. 
23-24). Had they known those speeches, 
they would have known the Law of Moses; 
for in his final messages, Joshua emphasized 
the covenant God had made with Israel and 
the responsibility Israel had to keep it. 
When you forget the Word of God, you are 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+2%3A1-5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+2%3A1-5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+4%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+6%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jos+23-24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jos+23-24
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in danger of forsaking the God of the 
Word, which explains why Israel turned to 
the vile and vicious worship of Baal. 

When they went out to fight their enemies, 
Israel was defeated, because the Lord wasn't 
with His people. This is what Moses had 
said would happen (Deut. 28:25-26); but 
that isn't all: Israel's enemies eventually became 
their masters! God permitted one nation 
after another to invade the Promised Land 
and enslave His people, making life so 
miserable for them that they cried out for 
help. Had the Jews obeyed the Lord, their 
armies would have been victorious; but left 
to themselves they were defeated and 
humiliated. 

The anger of the Lord was hot and He 
delivered His people into the hands of 
spoilers and sold them to their enemies. 
The hand of the Lord was against them for 
evil as the Lord said. They were frustrated 
and "greatly distressed" which means they 
were pressed in, narrowed like walls that were 
caving in upon them. Their lives were on a 
downward spiral... a tailspin to tragedy. 
God is chastening His people to get them 
right with Him (Hebrews 12:6-11). In the 
history of Israel, God has used Babylonians, 
Philistines, Midianites, Medes and Persians, 
Greeks, Romans, and Germans to bring 
them back to Him. 

Whenever Israel turned away from the 
Lord to worship idols, He chastened them 
severely; and when in their misery they 
turned back to Him, He liberated them. But 
just as soon as they were free and their 
situation was comfortable again, Israel went 
right back into the same old sins. "And the 
Children of Israel did evil in the sight of the 
Lord.... Therefore the anger of the Lord was 
hot against Israel, and He sold them into 
the hand of..."is the oft-repeated statement 

that records the sad, cyclical nature of 
Israel's sins (3:7-8, see also v. 12; 4:1-4; 6:1; 
10:6-7; 13:1). The people wasted their 
suffering. They didn't learn the lessons God 
wanted them to learn and profit from His 
chastening. 

God delivered His people by raising up 
judges, who defeated the enemy and set 
Israel free. The Hebrew word translated 
"judge" means "to save, to rescue." The 
judges were deliverers who won great 
military victories with the help of the Lord. 
But the judges were also leaders who 
helped the people settle their disputes (4:4-
5). The judges came from different tribes 
and functioned locally rather than 
nationally; and in some cases, their terms of 
office overlapped. The word "judge" is 
applied to only eight of the twelve people 
we commonly call "judges," but all of them 
functioned as counselors and deliverers.  

God gives Gideon everything he needs for 

victory but Gideon has a confidence 

problem. God has answered his questions 

but Gideon is still making excuses. Gideon 

wants to know how he is going to save 

Israel. He says, "I am of the runt tribe, the 

runt family, and the runt of the family." He 

was as low on the totem pole as you could 

go. There is a lot of truth in these statements 

Gideon is making. 

Gideon was a little nobody who wanted 

things to change, yet, he was aware of his 

limitations. He exclaims that the job is too 

big for him to do. His excuses are "I don't 

qualify or this is over my head!" Moses did 

the same thing in Exodus chapter three and 

four. Here is where Gideon, like many 

Christians, makes his mistake. Gideon 

focused on what He was, not who God 

was! He focused on what he could do and 

not what God could do. Gideon saw only 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+28%3A25-26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+12%3A6-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+3%3A7-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+3%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+4%3A1-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+6%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+10%3A6-7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+13%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+4%3A4-5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jdg+4%3A4-5
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his own limitations and weaknesses and 

failed to see God working through His life. 

If we look at our own life the way Gideon 

did, we would come to the same 

conclusions. Without the Lord's help we are 

frail, fragile, flimsy, feeble, falling, 

faltering, fading, and failing. 

Psalm 127:1—Except the Lord build the 

house, they labour in vain that build it 

Gideon reminds us of the truth in 

John 15:5—without me you can do nothing. 

Paul reminds us though that we can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens us 

(Philippians 4:13). 

Gideon has no confidence at all. That's 

where the Lord begins with an individual. 

Paul said in 2 Corinthians 3:5 that our 

sufficiency is of God. Gideon's greatest need 

wasn't self confidence, but God confidence. 

We have the same need in our own lives. 

God confidence is strengthened from a 

God consciousness of His presence, a God 

cautiousness of sin, and a God 

contagiousness in reaching others and 

seeing God use you to win them, and a 

God courageousness in living 

unashamedly for Him. Doesn't Gideon 

realize the Lord knows him and his 

weaknesses? 

The excuses he offers reveal great insights. I 

can't serve God because I lack fortune and 

fame! Fortune and fame are not the criteria 

to being used of God. 

Excuse One... FORTUNE 

Gideon says that his family is poor. So 

what! Israel's problem could not be solved 

by money, neither can the United States or 

any other country. If your problems can be 

solved by money, your problem is not as big 

as you think. Gideon did not need money. 

Gideon needed God. 

Excuse Two... FAME 

We do not need to be socially great in order 

to be spiritually useful. We do not need 

famous people in order to have a good 

Sunday or to experience spiritual blessings 

in our services. We need men of faith, not 

fame in our churches today. Men who will 

love God, love His Word, and love people. 

Gideon cries, "I'm a nobody Lord!" Good! 

You are just what I'm looking for!1 

Corinthians 1:27-29  

God is great at using simple unknowns. 

 Jacob—a liar—He fathered the 

Jewish nation.  

 Joseph—a slave—He saved Egypt in 

a time of famine.  

 Moses—a shepherd and murderer—

He lead Israel out of Egypt.  

 Jepthah-son of a prostitute—

Delivered his nation from the 

Ammonites.  

 God used Ezra-a scribe; Esther-a 

slave girl; Matthew-IRS agent; 

Peter—a fisherman. All were used 

because they were available to God.  

God will use you if you are willing to be 

used. Gideon is a great encouragement to 

people who have a hard time accepting 

themselves and believing that God can make 

anything out of them or do anything with 

them. This may br one reason why God 

devotes more space to Gideon's life than any 

other judge. Over one hundred verses are 

given to the personal struggles with his faith. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+127%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+15%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+4%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+3%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+1%3A27-29
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+1%3A27-29

