Revelation Chapter 15
Read Revelation 15:1-2
First Discussion: The text describes the seven plagues as "last" because with them, God’s wrath is completed. Justice is being served, it is complete. We have all read the word and seen God mete out justice immediately yet sometimes He doesn’t when it is clearly deserved it. Discuss why you think that is. Discuss the balance between God’s patience and the necessity of His final judgment to make things right. Why do you think the human heart craves "completion" when it comes to justice? How does knowing that God has a definitive "end point" for evil change how you view current world events?
Second Discussion: Who are those standing on the “sea of glass?” How did they triumph over the beast? What are they holding? What would that indicate they may be doing?
Application Discussion: In verse 2, the victors are seen holding "harps given them by God." Despite the "great and marvelous" plagues occurring, their immediate response is worship and song.
What does "victory" look like in our world today? What does "victory" look like in your life? Identify a "plague" or a point of chaos in your current life—something that feels overwhelming or unjust. This week, instead of letting that chaos dictate your internal state, participate in Proactive Worship. What would that look like?
Notes:


Read Revelation 15:3-4
First Discussion: David Guzik say’s “The two titles refer to a single song. Here is a perfect union between law and love, between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant.” So, with that in mind, discuss the connection between God’s "old" promises to Israel and His "new" work through Christ. How does seeing God as both the "Deliverer from Pharaoh" and the "Redeemer from Sin" provide a more complete picture of His character?
Second Discussion: The song is basically saying that God is "just" because He is perfectly righteous and "true" because He keeps His promises. I think we can all agree on this. Discuss the tension between current suffering and future "manifest" judgment. Does "just" mean everything goes well for us now, or does it mean that God will eventually settle every account perfectly? Also discuss the difference between voluntary worship (which the saints do now) and forced acknowledgement (which the nations will do later). How does the reality of God's coming "manifest judgments" change the way we view modern political or global chaos?
Application: Discuss a situation in your life where you are waiting for God to act, but the "judgment" or "resolution" hasn't been made manifest yet.
Notes:


Read Revelation 15:5-6.
Discuss where these verses tell us the angels come from and what they are holding. John Walvoord says this about verse 5 – “The expression “the tabernacle of the testimony” is a reference to the whole tentlike structure, a portion of which contained the Holy of Holies. It is described as “the tabernacle of the testimony” because of the presence of the tables of stone containing the ten commandments which were placed in the ark of the testimony in the Holy of Holies” Why does it matter that these plagues originate from the same place where the Law of God is kept? Discuss the relationship between God’s grace and His law. The text suggests that these judgments "stem from the holiness of God." How does this challenge the idea that judgment is merely "anger," rather than a necessary response to the violation of God's holy standards?  
Application Discussion: In our daily lives, do we find ourselves separating our "spiritual life" from our "actions" or do we compartmentalize the “different” areas of life?  We want God's favor, but do we sometimes ignore His standards and still expect His favor?.
Notes:


Read Revelation 15:7-8
Discuss the balance between God’s desire for peace ("the things that belong to your peace") and the necessity of justice. Why must evil be "put away" before the Kingdom Age can begin? Can true peace exist if rebellion is allowed to continue forever?
Application: Ezekiel 33:11 says ‘Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the Lord God, ‘I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?’
From Chuck Smith: “As believers, it is easy to become "trigger-happy" for justice, wanting to see the "bad guys" get what they deserve. However, this text suggests that even when justice is perfect, it is solemn and sorrowful.”
Our Challenge: How do we move from a heart of "vengeance" to a heart of "compassion" for those who are stubbornly stuck in their rebellion and refuse to change.

