Revelation Chapter 16
Read Revelation 16:1-3. Also, review chapter 8 and the 7 Trumpet judgments.
Discussion: In chapter 8 what was the result of these 7 Trumpet judgments? What should the people have learned from that? In chapter 16 we come to the Bowl judgments. What are the Bowl judgments? If you look at chapter 8 and 16, what can you conclude about God’s character? Who are the recipients of the first bowl? How does this specific targeting defend God’s justice during the Tribulation? Discuss how who we worship has tangible consequences. Why is this important in our lives?
Application Discussion: Examine areas of your life where you might be ignoring "partial" warnings or "small" consequences. Don't wait for a crisis to reach its climax before seeking correction or spiritual alignment.

Notes:


Read Revelation 16:4-11.
First Discussion: Why is it often difficult for us to reconcile the idea of a "loving God" with the "God of judgment" seen in Revelation? How does the angel's statement in verse 6 - "they deserve it” - change your perspective on the necessity of justice? Discuss how you would respond to those who say we can trust God's inherent nature to be perfectly just in every scenario.
Second Discussion: What do verses 9 & 11 tell us? What is the dichotomy you see here? How can those experiencing pain and trials that are results of the lifestyle they are choosing to live not see this and come to the one true and saving God? Look back on your life, or the life of someone you really care about and discuss your experience with this. Pastor Chuck Smith has stated many times that judgment rarely converts the wicked; rather, it is the goodness of God (read Romans 2:4) that leads to true repentance. Is this your experience (whether your conversion story or what you’ve seen work in others’ lives). Have you ever experienced a "trial by fire" that made you feel like cursing God rather than turning to Him? Why do you think pain sometimes makes people harder instead of softer?
Application: Do you have an Evangelistic Focus in everyday conversations? If not, try shifting your focus. Instead of trying to "scare" people into heaven with "fire and brimstone," look for ways to demonstrate the goodness and kindness of God to those around you this week. Use grace as your primary tool to open a door for someone else’s repentance.
Notes:



Read Revelation 16:12-17.
 First Discussion: if we look at world events going on right now, for example, where Iran has killed over 50,000 of its own citizens over a brief period, how do you explain these types of things? How do we distinguish between mere political disagreement and spiritual darkness influencing world events? What is your initial reaction when you see things like this?
Second Discussion: Read verse 15. Discuss what it means to "keep your garments" so as not to be found "naked" or ashamed at His return. How does that look in your life? What does it mean to "keep your garments" in a world that is increasingly chaotic and spiritually distracting? How does knowing that God is in total control of the "final chapter" change how you view the "scary" headlines of today?

Application: Discuss practicing Spiritual Discernment. Instead of merely reacting to news with anger or fear, commit to praying for "those in high places" (1 Timothy 2:1-2). Ask God for the wisdom to see the spiritual roots of global conflict and to avoid being swept up in the deceptions of the age. Maintain Spiritual Readiness. Evaluate your daily habits. If Christ were to return today, are there "garments" (behaviors, secrets, or attitudes) you would be ashamed of? Choose one area of your life to "cleanse" this week through confession and a renewed focus on Christ’s presence.
Finally, discuss trading Anxiety for Authority. Remind yourself that the climax of history is not determined by human or demonic forces, but by the King of Kings. Use this perspective to share hope with someone who is currently fearful about the future.
Notes:


