Revelation Chapter 17
Read Revelation 17:1-5. 
Summary Table: Revelation 17:1–5
	Symbol
	Biblical/Commentary Identity
	Meaning

	The Harlot
	Mystery Babylon
	A false religious system that betrays God.

	Many Waters
	Peoples/Nations
	Her influence is global and reaches everyone.

	Scarlet Beast
	The Antichrist
	The political power she supports and rides.

	Golden Cup
	Abominations
	Attractive outward appearance hiding spiritual filth.



The Main Point: The Exposure of Spiritual Deception
The central theme in these verses is the identification of Mystery Babylon—a global, counterfeit religious system that collaborates with political power (the Beast). Pastor Chuck Smith points out that this system is defined by "spiritual harlotry," which is the act of leading people to trust in works, rituals, or other gods rather than a direct relationship with Jesus Christ "in spirit and in truth."
Discussion: In today’s world, what are the subtle "idols" or "religious works" that people often trust in for their salvation instead of Jesus Christ? How should a believer handle traditions that have complicated historical origins? Does the origin of a custom matter as much as its current intent? Why is it dangerous for the church to seek political power to achieve its goals?
Application Discussion: Why is it dangerous for believers to mix or try to justify their political beliefs by using the Bible? How should we approach this? (Practice being a "citizen of heaven" first. When engaging in social or political issues, ensure your primary motivation is the Great Commission and the glory of God, rather than seeking worldly influence or "adornments" of gold and precious stones (status) commit to studying the Word of God more deeply than human tradition. Use a "Bible-first" filter for your spiritual practices—if a practice contradicts or distracts from the Gospel, be willing to set it aside.)
Notes:
Read Revelation 17:7-12.
The Main Point: The Resurrection of an Evil Empire
The central theme is the supernatural "revival" of a persecuting power. The passage describes a leader (the Beast) who "was, and is not, and yet is," signifying a figure or system that existed in the past, vanished, and returns with demonic power.
First Discussion: Why does God use complex symbols (like heads, horns, and mountains) instead of plain language to describe future political events? How does this "wisdom" differ from worldly intelligence? If the ultimate enemy of the church is "possessed" and "deranged" by demonic forces, what does that tell us about the nature of our real battle (Ephesians 6:12)? How do we see the world currently moving toward a system where leaders are willing to give up their individual sovereignty to a central power or "system"?
Application: In an age of information overload, do you just look at the surface of world events. Pray for the "mind of wisdom" to see the spiritual undercurrents behind global shifts, recognizing that the "Beast" system often disguises itself in historical patterns. How do you respond when you encounter "human" evil or intense opposition to your faith? 
Notes:



Read Revelation 17:13-18. The narrative shifts from the description of the "Harlot" to her violent end and the unified rebellion of world leaders against Christ.
 The Main Point: The Sovereign Overturning of Rebellion
The central theme is that while the world’s political powers (the ten kings) unite under the Antichrist to "make war with the Lamb" and eradicate the consciousness of God, they are ultimately pawns in God’s larger plan. Their "one mind" leads them to destroy the false religious system (the Harlot) they once used, unwittingly fulfilling God's judgment before they themselves are overcome by the "Lord of lords."
Discussion:  Pastor Chuck Smith mentions that the goal of this system is to make faith look "weird" or "idiotic" through ridicule. How do we see this playing out in media and education today? These verses show us that the ultimate victory of Jesus is so effortless and certain, why do we often live in a state of high anxiety regarding the "success" of evil in our world? Why does the political system eventually turn on the religious system it once relied on? How does this remind us of the danger of the church "getting into bed" with worldly political power?
Application: When we are challenged in our faith how do we respond? Do you respond the way you should? How difficult is this? What verses come to mind to help you? When you go through a trial are you struggling with it? Did you invite Jesus into it?  Do you look back after and realize how easy that was for Christ to walk with you through this trial? Discuss some things you learn through your trials.

Notes:


