Revelation Chapter 18
Read Revelation 18:1-3.
Discussion: Verse 3 mentions that nations have "drunk the wine of the wrath of her fornication." How does extreme material luxury and economic exploitation often lead to an opening for demonic or "foul" spiritual influences? Where can we see this in the world today? What does verse 2 say happens to Babylon?  Read 1 Corinthians 3:16-17. According to these verses what are we called to be? How does that look in your life?
Application Discussion: Since we are called to be “temples” identify and be open enough to discuss one "unclean" influence in your life (a media habit, a greedy ambition, or an unethical business practice). How can you remove it this week to ensure your "temple" is clean and honoring God?
Notes:


Read Revelation 18:4-8.
First Discussion: Discuss what you feel the main theme is in these verses. In a world where we must work, buy, and live within secular systems, what does it practically look like to "come out" of Babylon without physically leaving society?
Second Discussion: In verse 7 we read ‘I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.’ What first comes into your thoughts when you read verse 7? Why does material prosperity often lead to a "hardheaded" spiritual state? How can we protect ourselves from the deception that wealth equals safety?
Application: Discuss what influences from the secular world that you struggle with. How can you rely solely on God for that specific need? Remind yourself that earthly systems can fall "in one day," while God’s strength remains unshakable.
Notes:



Read Revelation 18:9-15. Pastor Chuck Smith emphasizes that both the "kings" (political leaders) and "merchants" (economic leaders) stand "afar off for the fear of her torment." Despite their history of living "deliciously" with the city, they offer no help, only lamentation for their own lost revenue.
First Discussion: Why is it that the world can easily discard "religion" but deeply grieves the loss of "revenue" and "luxury"? What does this reveal about the true "god" of world? Why does a "partnership" based on greed and luxury always fail during a crisis? How does this contrast with the community and support found in the Body of Christ?
Application: Consider what causes you the most distress: a decline in spiritual fervor in your community or a decline in your personal portfolio/material comforts? Discuss this at your tables.  Use this week to intentionally pivot your security from "uncertain riches" (1 Timothy 6:17) to the living God. What would that take? 
Look at your professional and social circles. Are your strongest ties based on mutual material gain, or on shared spiritual values? This week, reach out to a fellow believer to strengthen both of your relationships with the Lord and each other that can withstand worldly trials.
Notes:


Read Revelation 18:16-24. The passage highlights a stark divide: the kings, merchants, and sailors are "weeping and wailing" over lost wealth, while verse 20 says, "Rejoice over her, thou heaven... for God has avenged you." Pastor Smith notes that all the wealth brought in to build this system is wiped out in an hour.
First Discussion: Why does heaven rejoice over the destruction of a city that the world considers "great"? What does this tell us about the difference between what God values and what human society values? In today’s world we see a modern version of "Babylonian" systems (media, education, or entertainment). How do those behind these systems seek to deceive or destroy the faith of the younger generation today?  Discuss the evil intentions behind this, if in fact you feel there are evil intentions. Verse 23 says the nations were deceived by Babylon's "sorceries." How does the pursuit of wealth and "the good life" act as a form of "sorcery" or enchantment that blinds people to spiritual reality?
Application: How can we, you, counteract the "deceptions of the nations" to our children and grandchildren by sharing a specific biblical truth with them or praying with them about a challenge they are facing at school, with friends, online, etc.
