Revelation Chapter 21
Read Revelation 21:1-3.
Discussion: As men if feels like we spend our lives trying to hold things together—our finances, our reputations, our families. We search for fixes for our mistakes and any others that we hear about. How does it feel to realize that the entire universe is being held together by God’s word and power? Read Isiah 66. How does the promise of a totally new creation change your perspective on the struggles of this current life?
Second Discussion: Pastor Chuck dives into the dimensions of this city—a cube roughly 1,400 miles in each direction. He challenges us to think "dimensionally." We are used to living on a flat surface, but this city offers capacity and a glory that is literally beyond our current comprehension. It is "prepared as a bride." The imagery of a Bride isn't just architecture; it’s about a relationship. Whether you are a saint from the Old Testament or the Church age, this is the home Christ has been "preparing" for you (John 14:2). 
Discuss how we often invest all our "capital" (time, money, and emotion) into our current "tent." Now discuss this question: "Am I as diligent in preparing my heart for Him as He is in preparing a home for me?"
Application Discussion: We spend much of our strength trying to preserve things that are passing away (our careers, our physical strength, our property). Discuss "holding loosely" these things and what it would look like to invest your primary energy into the Kingdom that cannot be shaken. Why does loosing the grip on these things scare us so much?
Notes:


Read Revelation 21:4.
Discussion: For many men, we have been taught in life to "tough it out”, “walk it off." We deal with chronic back pain, the sorrow of losing brothers, but the tears we often hide. This may be a tough conversation to have but:  What "former thing" are you most looking forward to seeing passed away? "? How would you live differently today if you truly believed that pain was a temporary visitor and not a permanent resident?
Application: If God is going to wipe away every tear, then, we can trust Him with our hurts now. You don't have to hide your struggles from God. He is the one who will eventually settle the account and wipe the slate clean. Take five minutes tonight to give Him your "silent tears." Reach out to a brother in the group this week and share a "sorrow" or "pain" you’ve been carrying. Don't wait for the New Jerusalem to experience His comfort.
Notes:


Read Revelation 21:5-6. Men, the same God who spoke the world into existence is the one who says "It is done" over your salvation and your future. You don't have to carry the weight of the universe on your shoulders; that's the Alpha and Omega's job. Your job is simply to realize you're thirsty and come to the Fountain. 
Discuss how as men, we are often defined by our "unfinished business"—the projects in the garage, the tensions in our families, or the goals we haven't hit. How does it change your current stress levels to know that history has a definitive "Finish Line" controlled by the Alpha and Omega and our job is simply to realize we are thirsty and all we need to do is come to the Fountain?
Application: Before you start your workday, spend two minutes acknowledging that Christ is the "Beginning and the End." Remind yourself that while you have a job to do, the "Major Work" is already in His hands. You are working from His victory, not for it.
Notes:


Read Revelation 21:7-8. The Overcomer. In his commentary John Walvoord highlights two incredible promises for the overcomer: Inheritance ("all things") and Intimacy ("he shall be my son"). This is our legal standing in Christ. 
Discuss in contrast to the overcomer verse 8 lists those whose lives are defined by their sin rather than by God's grace. Walvoord notes that the unsaved are pictured by their "principal characteristics," starting with being "fearful." As men, how does fear (fear of man, fear of losing control, fear of missing out) often lead us toward the other sins on that list, like lying or idolatry? How does truly believing you are a son of the King change the way you handle temptation compared to just trying to "follow rules"?
Second Discussion: : Walvoord writes, "Some of the saved were guilty of like offenses but availed themselves... of the grace of God." Looking at that quote what is the difference between a man who "struggles with a sin" and a man who is "characterized by a sin"? Why is confession vital for the man who wants to be an overcomer?

Application: while the application is for each of us to work on, discuss some of this tonight.
· Identify the "Fearful" Areas: Where are you compromising your integrity because you are afraid? (e.g., at work, in a conversation, or in your private thoughts). Admit that fear to God and ask for the courage of an overcomer.
· Audit Your Identity: If someone looked at your life this week, would they see a man defined by his "principal characteristics" (his temper, his lusts, his falsehoods) or a man defined by his Father?
· The "Overcomer": When you stumble this week, don't retreat into the "fearful" category. Immediately avail yourself of the grace Walvoord mentions. Remind yourself: "I am a son of God, and this sin is no longer who I am."

Notes:



