Revelation Chapter 22
Read Revelation 22:1-2. John Walvoord notes that the "pure river of the water of life" is the ultimate consummation of the triumph and bliss of God's people. Unlike the millennial rivers mentioned in Ezekiel or Zechariah, this river proceeds directly from the throne of God and the Lamb, signifying eternal power and purity.
Discussion: Why is it significant that the river proceeds from both "God and the Lamb"? What does this tell us about the status of Christ in the eternal state? How does the "outflow of the Spirit" today serve as a down payment for this future reality? What does this "obscure" visual arrangement of the tree of life suggest about the accessibility of life in the New Jerusalem? If there is no more sickness, why are "health-giving" leaves necessary for the nations? How does this change your view of eternity from "idleness" to "vitality"? How does the restoration of the Tree of Life in Revelation 22 provide a "bookend" to the tragedy of Genesis 3 (original sin, the fall of man)?
Application Discussion: Identify one area and share at your table of your life where you have been seeking "water" from a worldly source (success, approval, material comfort). Commit to replacing that pursuit with a daily time of prayer, acknowledging God as the only throne from which true-life flows. Reflect on the "pains of the earthly life" that will be healed. Write down one past or present wound and consciously entrust it to the "health-giving" promise of Christ, who is preparing a place where that pain can no longer exist.
Notes:


Read Revelation 22:3-5.
Discussion: A common misconception is that heaven is a state of "eternal idleness." What are your thoughts on what it will be like? Do you agree with the statement above? Why is service to God a form of "perfect exultation” (lively or triumphant joy, as over success or victory)? What does it mean to have His "name on their foreheads" in terms of identification and ownership? In Phil Wickhams song The Jesus Way, he has this line in it “He wore my sin; I'll gladly wear His name”. Do you feel the same way?  Verse 5 states there is no need for the sun because God gives them light. How does this "perfect illumination" change the nature of how we will "reign" with Him?


Application: In view of our future role as servants, discuss how you can serve the Lord more right here, right now. Pray about getting involved on one of the many ministries at church.
Notes:


Read Revelation 22:10-11. The angel commands John not to seal the prophecy, leading to a sobering statement: "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still." 
Discuss how present choices can eventually harden your heart in a permanent state. Give some examples form the Bible. Why is the command "seal not" the opposite of what was told to the prophet Daniel (see Daniel 12)? What does this say about the "nearness" of the end? What are the implications of the idea that if the warnings of this book are rejected, "there is no other message that will work"? Does this change your views on what God has called us to do? What are the implications of the idea that if the warnings of this book are rejected, "there is no other message that will work"?
Application: Since "present choices fix character," choose one virtue (honesty, purity, kindness) to focus on intently this week. Act as though this choice is the one that will define your character for eternity. Bring this before the Lord. If willing discuss what the Lord showed you at your table.
Notes:


Read Revelation 22:17-21. The book concludes with a universal invitation to "come" and a solemn warning against tampering with the Word of God.
Discussion: Who is "the Bride" in verse 17, and why is her invitation joined with the Holy Spirit? What does this say about the mission of the church? Why is the warning against "adding or taking away" from this book (v. 18-19) so severe? What does this imply about the sufficiency of Scripture? John responds to Christ’s "I come quickly" with "Even so, come, Lord Jesus." Is this response born out of a desire to escape suffering or a desire for Christ's presence? Do you say this sometimes? Why, de honest? If you do want to be in His presence is that a bad thing? What would Jesus say about wanting to leave the earth because it is a crazy place?
 
Application: Think of one person in your life who is "thirsty" for meaning. This week, offer them the "water of life" by sharing the grace and hope you have found in the Word, ensuring you represent that Word with integrity.

Notes: 

