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Jesus felt the need to pray.  Several passages in the New Testament verify this.  In the Gospel of 
John chapter 17 we find one of Jesus’ prayers.  I would like for you to put yourself in the upper room 
with Jesus and the disciples.  You are in that dimly lit room, Jesus has just washed your and feet, 
sent Judas away.  You hear Him foretell of Peter’s denial.  He then begins to teach.  Please read 
chapters 14 through 17.   
 
Keep yourself in the upper room.  Listen to the disciples ask each other questions about what they 
are hearing.  You have the advantage of knowing that in a few hours Jesus will be crucified.  He 
knows this, but the disciples, even though Jesus had told them three times that He would be put to 
death, still do not get it.  Then just before they go to the garden Jesus stops and prays.  In John 17 
Jesus prays for strength for Himself to accomplish what He had been sent to earth to do.  He prays 
for the disciples, as He knows the reaction they are going to have to Him being taken captive, and He 
prays for us.  Even with the cross just a few hours away, He is thinking about His disciples of the 
future.  That is how important we are to Him. 
 
I heard a story about a young lady who grew up in a Christian home, went to church every and week, 
didn’t get into trouble.  To her, Christianity was a religion, but after her 17th birthday that all changed.  
She fell in love with Jesus, very similar to what couples do.  They get to know one another, date for a 
while, fall in love, and their relationship changes.  This young lady grew to fall in love with Jesus, and 
now there is a real relationship between the two, a relationship to the point that she tells others about 
her Savior.  In one year she had the privilege to share her faith with 500,000 people.   
 
Yes, we will probably not share our faith with 500,000 people.  The question is, how many people do 
we come in contact with, and how many do we share our faith with?  How many opportunities are 
available to us to tell others about our Savior?  More than we realize.  Look for opportunities to tell 
others about Jesus.  Either by spoken word or by example. 
 
Believe it or not, Christmas is just five weeks away.   Doesn’t seem possible.  Let’s make the most of 
Christmas.  Sing the carols with more meaning than ever.  Listen to the words as you sing them.  
Read the account of the birth of Jesus in the first two chapters of Luke.  I suggest you read it every 
day beginning with the Sunday before Christmas and ending the day after Christmas. 
 
One of the prophecies about Jesus’ birth is found in Isaiah 9:1-7.  After reading it, ask yourself this 
question:  How am I approaching the Christmas season this year?  Is there anything affecting your 
celebration of Jesus’ birth?  If so, talk with God about your feelings.  Are you frustrated or 
disappointed?  Then tell God and most importantly, listen for a response from Him.  In Isaiah 9:6 
there are several names used to describe Jesus.  Ask yourself the importance of each name.  Do any 
of them apply to a difficult time you have experienced that God got you through?   
 
As you go through this celebrating the birth of Jesus, do not let Satan influence you with distractions 
of the world, worry about the economy, high prices, shortages, sickness, and whatever other 
distractions you allow in your thoughts.  Instead of worry, focus on your blessings.  Take pictures of 
all the ways God has blessed you, such as your family, your home, and your friends; you get the idea.  
Focus on the blessings and not the cares of the world.  After placing your focus on the blessings God 
has provided to you, thank Him for them.  Let His love for you motivate your life year round, not just at 
Christmas time.  Even better, look for ways you can bless people you come in contact with as you go 
through life.  Make room for Him in your heart and let that be the guide for your life.   
 



It takes great intentionality to make space for Jesus during Christmas time, which is ironic considering 
it’s supposed to be a celebration of His birth.  Perhaps that’s why the Bible offers so many angles 
from which to view His birth—the view from His parents, His uncle and aunt, the shepherds at work, 
and the far-off magi.  Be intentional this year.  When we allow ourselves to enter into it, the Bible 
reminds us that Christmas isn’t a task to be completed, but rather a celebration to be marveled at.  
Please take time and listen to the song that follows.  Pray that you will make room, or more room, in 
your heart for Jesus.  Have a blessed week. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUFSxt7qkNw 
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