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Paul found himself under house arrest in Rome by his choice. “If then I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything for which I deserve to die, I do not seek to escape death. But if there is nothing to their charges against me, no one can give me up to them. I appeal to Caesar.” Then Festus, when he had conferred with his council, answered, “To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you shall go.”  (Acts 25:11-12)

While in Rome Paul wrote what is referred to as the Prison Epistles. They are Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. Even as Paul faces death, he is still concerned with the well-being of the churches he started on his missionary journeys and writes to them to address problems or to be of encouragement to them. This is his encouragement to the church at Philippi that I share with you.  

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, (bond servant) being born in the likeness of men.  And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  (Philippians 2:5-11)

These words are just as applicable to us today as they were when Paul wrote them. We are to cherish the spirit of Christian fellowship among like-minded believers. This fellowship we enjoy should correspond to the fellowship shared with Jesus. Paul is talking about the incarnate Christ and the unity of this fellowship that he pressed upon their minds. The foundational meaning is that Christians must become Christ-like in character, applying the same rule to themselves that we see and approve in Jesus. Christians are to become more Christ-like every day. “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16)

Why have this mindset? Because Jesus has always been. God refers to the Trinity, “Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” (Genesis 2:26) The Hebrew word for man (adam) is the generic term for mankind and becomes the proper name Adam. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1) “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14) Paul is establishing the fact that Jesus has always been and while here on earth, “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.” (Hebrews 1:3) “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.” (Colossians 1:15) Jesus simply is the charter of God in His real essence.

Jesus, while in the form of man, did not give up His Sonship. He was the Son of God and did not consider Himself equal to God.  His glory, His place was at the right hand of God. The Son of God, the Son of man gave up His place in heaven to come to earth, proclaim the Good News, and die the most horrible, humiliating death man has ever created for us. “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15) “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.” (Hebrews 2:14-15) “looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2) Therefore, with His death, resurrection and ascension back to heaven we now have the opportunity for salvation. Eternity is there for all who will accept it.

All of the above scriptures (Philippians 2:5-11) were prefaced with “So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” (Philippians 2:1-4).

It all has to do with humility, and Jesus is the best example of humility found. Because of His humility, obedience even to death on the cross made Philippians 2:9-11 possible. “Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” What an example for us to follow as a bondservant of Jesus. After the humiliation of Christ, He was exalted to the throne of God and crowned with glory and honor in heaven and on earth forever.  Amen!  What an example for Christians to follow. Have a blessed week.
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