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Yes, it is necessary.  Is what necessary?  I’m glad you asked.  Paul and Silas are on a 

missionary journey and are led to the city of Philippi.  On the Sabbath day, they went to 

the river and found a group of women who had come down to a place of prayer by the 

river.  The reason they went to this place and not the synagogue is that there were no 

Jewish males to conduct worship. 

 

Paul and Silas share the Gospel with these women.  One of the women who heard the 

gospel message and accepted Jesus is Lydia.  In fact, she and her household were 

baptized.  As Paul and Silas were walking to the place of prayer by the river something 

happened.  “Once, as we were on our way to prayer, a slave girl met us who had a spirit 

of prediction. She made a large profit for her owners by fortune-telling.  As she followed 

Paul and us she cried out, “These men, who are proclaiming to you the way of 

salvation, are the slaves of the Most High God.”  And she did this for many days.  But 

Paul was greatly aggravated and turning to the spirit, said, “I command you in the name 

of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” And it came out right away.”  (Acts 16:16-18) 

 

Why did Paul cast out this demon?  It was a belief by the Greeks that women who gave 

out the oracles at Delphi in Greece were heathen and were inspired by the serpent 

Python, to whose wisdom these oracles were accredited.  Since this girl was following 

them and proclaiming these men “to be from the Most High God,” it most likely would be 

assumed by the people that they were associated with and had knowledge of this 

heathen belief.  Paul could not let that misunderstanding occur.  Therefore, he cast the 

demon out in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Now, the young lady was of no value to the men whom she served by telling fortunes. 

“When her owners saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas 

and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. Bringing them before the chief 

magistrates, they said, “These men are seriously disturbing our city. They are Jews  and 

are promoting customs that are not legal for us as Romans to adopt or practice.”  Then 

the mob joined in the attack against them, and the chief magistrates stripped off their 

clothes and ordered them to be beaten with rods.  After they had inflicted many blows 

on them, they threw them in jail, ordering the jailer to keep them securely guarded. 

Receiving such an order, he put them into the inner prison and secured their feet in the 

stocks.”  (Acts 16:19-24)    How many times do we see Satan using lies to try and stop 
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the gospel message, such as in the garden with Adam and Eve, at Jesus’ crucifixion, 

and in this passage.   

 

Paul and Silas have been beaten and have wounds, and are in the deepest part of the 

jail along with other prisoners.  “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 

hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.”  (Acts 16:25)  Most people 

would be wanting to know why God let this happen.  Not these two, they were praying 

and singing praises to God.  Not a bad example for us to follow.  Praise God no matter 

our circumstances.  There are times God allows us to go through difficulties, even as a 

result of the wicked actions of others.  Even so, whatever we endure, no matter how 

unfair or unjust, we can rest assured that God will use it for good.   

 

“Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the jail were 

shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s chains came 

loose. When the jailer woke up and saw the doors of the prison open, he drew his sword 

and was going to kill himself, since he thought the prisoners had escaped.”  (Acts 16:27)  

If a jailer let a prisoner escape, the penalty was to lose their life.  This is why he drew 

his sword and was about to take his own life.  “But Paul called out in a loud voice, “Don’t 

harm yourself, because all of us are here!”  Then the jailer called for lights, rushed in, 

and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas.”  (Acts 16:28-29) 

 

Now comes the most important question anyone can ask.  “Then he escorted them out 

and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” So they said, “Believe on the Lord 

Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.”  Then they spoke the message 

of the Lord to him along with everyone in his house. He took them the same hour of the 

night and washed their wounds. Right away he and all his family were baptized.”  (Acts 

16:30-33) 

 

Please see the progression of what happened.  First, you must believe on the Lord 

Jesus.  Second, the gospel message is shared with the Philippian jailer and his family, 

and then they all were baptized.  Remember, there was a river nearby so water was not 

a problem.  For all those who say baptism is not important, all I have to do is believe, I 

think you are in direct conflict with scripture.   

 

Here is a prime example.  “Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you (not the 

removal of the filth of the flesh, but the pledge of a good conscience toward God) 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  (I Peter 3:21)    “When they heard this, they 

were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”  (Acts 19:5)  The “in” in this verse can 



also be translated “into.”  We are baptized into Christ, not some local congregation as 

some believe.  Now you have some information to help you when you share your faith 

on why baptism is required by God.  So really, is baptism necessary?  I believe scripture 

shows that it is.  Have a blessed week. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8TXs9jrkZnA 
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