The New Normal… Walking in The Presence and Power of Jesus)

Sermon #1. The New Normal… The Big Picture (Sanctification!)		

Years ago, when I was starting my first semester at a local community college, in order to register for English 1A, intro to composition, I had to take an entrance exam. So I went to the testing center, and they handed me my test booklet, and I went to sit down to take the test, opened it to the first page, looked at the questions asking me about subjects, predicates, nouns, verbs, and my eyes went glassy because when they were teaching those subjects in third and fourth grade, I turned the volume down and never learned it. 

I closed the booklet, turned it back in and had to sign up for what we affectionately called bonehead English or English 101. At that time English 101 was a self-paced ‘work on your own’ kind of class. I would go to the English lab and open my book and do as many exercises as I could and then take quizzes occasionally. The material was well-written and I could understand it and I actually got an “A” and then went on to take English 1A. 

I was taught English in third and fourth grade but I wasn’t ready to learn it until my freshman year in college. 
I think for many of us, the same is true in our own spiritual growth.  Many of us may have grown up in church and been exposed to good Bible teaching and solid truth, but it may not have sunk in as much as we would have liked.

My good friend Gary and I were in a Bible study in our young adult years. He was super motivated to learn how to study the Bible.  He shared with me when he went to Biola University, got a bachelor’s degree and was exposed to some excellent Bible teaching and spiritual growth truth but he wasn’t ready at the time. It didn’t sink in. He always felt bad that he wasn’t a good steward of his classwork, but later on in his young adult years, he was ready and soaked things up like a sponge.

I think this is true for many of us. We may have grown up in the church and were exposed to solid truth over the years, but sometimes it didn’t take, it didn’t sink in. But other times we couldn’t get enough and experienced major spiritual growth.   

Why is that?  
What causes us to grow as followers of Jesus? 
What is it that truly brings about change? 
What are the forces at work in our lives that mold us to become more like Jesus?

Throughout the pages of scripture, we see the terms Holiness, Sanctified, Mature, and Christlikeness. 
These terms can be summed up in the word Sanctification. 

They are like different labels or doors to the same room. 
The room where we become more like Jesus.

According to theologian, Millard Erickson:

“Sanctification is the Holy Spirit’s applying to the life of the believer 
the work done by Jesus Christ.

It is the continuing work of God in the life of the believer,
making them actually holy, bearing an actual likeness to God...

Sanctification is the continued transformation of moral and spiritual character,
so that the life of the believer actually comes to mirror the standing,
which he or she already has in God’s sight.

The aim of this divine working is likeness to Christ himself.”

I want to paint a vivid picture of sanctification…  The River of Sanctification

When we first put our faith in the Lord Jesus, he takes us just as we are, but he loves us too much to leave us there. We are immediately plunged into the River of Sanctification in our ‘kayak of life’. Thus begins the adventure of a life with Jesus living in you. 

As with large flowing rivers, the current carries you along. You can’t help but go with the flow of the river. We have choices that we can initiate. You can paddle and move around in the river, but when the day is done it is the current that does the lion’s share of our movement. 

The River of Sanctification is mysterious and continually changes. Sometimes narrowing to swiftly flowing stretches. 
Other times curving off into small eddies and slow-moving waters. With each tributary that flows into the river a change takes place. As we flow past those tributaries, we are changed, transformed, we grow and are not the same. As the waters change, so do we. At times, the water is shallow and we can see the bottom. Other times the river is deep, but we can never tell how deep. 

· The headwaters of this expansive river flow down from a great waterfall. 
· It is the waterfall of all that God has done for us in Christ. 
· Some of the tributaries that flow into the river and the obstacles that emerge are what God allows into our lives to shape and mold us. 
· Other tributaries that flow into the river are what God is doing in our lives to change and transform us. 

In the midst of all these tributaries and changing waters we have the freedom to choose how we respond, and what we will do for our own growth and renewal. 

· Will we try to paddle upstream? 
· Will we paddle towards cross currents and move with their flow? 
· Will we paddle in isolation to stay away from others on the river? 
· Will we paddle to join with others along their river journey? 

Will we realize our kayak is a tandem and Jesus is paddling with us?
Jesus paddles harder and faster than we ever could.
That is what this new series is all about!

The sooner you and I realize this
our life takes on a whole new meaning!

So today, I want to ask the question, how do we grow as followers of Jesus? 
What are the tributaries flowing in?
What are the forces at work to shape us to become more like Jesus?

I believe there are Four Major Forces of Sanctification:
What God has Done, What God Allows, What God is Doing, What We Are Doing… 
Force #1: What God Has Done For Our Sanctification
(This is the great waterfall at the head waters of the River)

God has Sanctified Us by Jesus’ Sacrifice on the Cross 
(Hebrews 10:8-10, 14)

Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance with the law. 
9 Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first (Old Cov) to establish the second (New Cov).
10 And by that will, we have been made holy Hagiasmenoi (verb, perf pass part) through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Hebrews‬ 
For by one sacrifice he has made perfect for ever those who are being made holy.
Made perfect = Mature, Sanctified, Holy

WE ARE Made Holy by GOD’S effort, --by Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf) (Past tense, completed action)

We have been sanctified by GOD, and called to be his holy people! To live out that sanctification.

WHO SANCTIFIED US HERE? WHO MADE US HOLY? 
GOD DID IN CHRIST JESUS!

There are many other truths about what God Has Done for us yet to be examined. 
This is just a snapshot of the great waterfall of What God Has Done on our behalf.

When the Lord looks at us, he sees us as already sanctified, already made holy.

When we celebrate Communion, it is an example of how we remember what he has done for us.

Even though this is past tense, what God has already done for us, 
it can take US a lifetime to fully grasp the force of it in our own lives.


Force #2: What God Allows For Our Sanctification

At some point in our lives, many of us have grappled with the question “How can a good God allow evil and suffering in the world?”

To begin to answer this, it is crucial to realize the difference between what God CAUSES to happen, and what God ALLOWS to happen. 

In the first part, “With Cause,” He IS the driving force. 

In the second, “What he Allows,” He is NOT. 

In this Force #2, God Allows adversity to happen in our lives and in these verses, he guides us how to navigate adversity.


Sanctified by Adversity (James 1:2-4)
 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature (telos) and complete, not lacking anything.
James is talking about our becoming Sanctified, more Christlike, --not lacking anything when it comes to our character.
Why?  Because trials of many kinds have a way of forging these in our lives.
I often refer to this process of what adversity forges as “Turbo Confidence.” 	I have a whole chapter on it in my book “Igniting Future.”
It’s called ‘Turbo Confidence’ because it is a Layer of Confidence that is forged over a short intense period.

TURBO Confidence happens when: 
1. Trial By Fire (When excessive forces of Adversity, that God Allows, are pressing in on us) 
2. Cry out to God for help, 
3. Help comes from God (his presence, power, inner peace, and comfort) 
4. You make it through with stronger faith

Elliot’s pool… Coming out the other side of adversity is like coming out of a long shallow end of the pool… we rarely climb out the ladder. It takes time.

Force #2: What God Allows in Our Lives

Force #3: What God IS Doing For Our Sanctification

This is river current. This is what God is doing NOW to intentionally mold us 
to become more like Jesus.

There are 4 Aspects of Force #3.

1st Aspect is: God the Holy Spirit is Doing the Sanctifying (2 Cor 3:18)
The context here is in this passage is about the transformation that occurs in our lives because of the New Covenant, as opposed to Moses’ Transformation and the Old Covenant. Under the Old Covenant, Moses’s glory faded, and he wore a mask, but ours, through the Holy Spirit, keeps going up, keeps getting brighter.
And we all, who with unveiled faces reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed (Metamorphoo) into his image with ever-increasing glory, 	
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
(It is like we have a DIMMER SWITCH, and the Spirit is turning it up!)	
God the Spirit invades and goes after us!
The Holy Spirit sanctifies us! (Present Action). 
This is still going on!
This is about being made holy, sanctified, mature, and Christ-like…

We are becoming Brighter Bulbs for Jesus! More Wattage! More Glory!
In John 17, Jesus said he gave the disciples his glory. We too are given his glory. 
You are the light of the world!
2nd Aspect: God Sanctifies Us Through the Truth of His Word 
(John 17:14–17)

14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 

17 Sanctify (hagiason (imper aor act) them by the truth; your word is truth. 					 
God the Holy Spirit inspired the over 40 human authors to write it, 
so that it can change and transform us.  Sanctify us!
It’s like he makes the pages of scripture radioactive!  We can become radioactive! 

When your Bible is sitting on your nightstand or coffee table, it might as well be encased in lead shielding. It’s only a table decoration.

It’s like you and I become irradiated with the Power in God’s Word when we open it, read it, study it, memorize it, and meditate on it.

God Sanctifies us Through the Truth of His Word.

3rd Aspect: God Uses Discipline to Sanctify Us (Hebrews 12:7-11)
Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—(and everyone undergoes discipline)—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. 

9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! 

10 They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share (to partake in) in his holiness (hagiostetos (noun). (becoming like him)

11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces (ind pres act) a harvest of righteousness (dikaiosunes (noun, “Right Living”)  and peace for those who have been trained by it.

(Discipline is God’s Chisel or Jack Hammer of Sanctification!)

When you go through a fire of adversity, sickness, or severe illness, 
Sometimes, well-meaning believers may have told you it is because of God’s discipline in your life.

Here’s the thing… We can never make this determination for someone else as to whether they are going through discipline or something God is allowing.
It is between them and the Lord to determine that, Not us.

Major damage can be done when we play God on this one.

If you are not sure if God may be disciplining you, just Ask him!

4th. God Uses Spirit Gifted Saints To Sanctify Us (Ephesians 4:11-16)
11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 
13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Notice v.16
16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

As we all are exercising our gifts, our superpowers, --the rest of us grow into full maturity.

As teachers teach. As mercy gifts show mercy. As encouragers encourage. As helpers help.
He Uses Each One Of Us To Grow Us.

A church is a lot like a submarine crew…  
It takes a whole crew on a submarine to run it. Everyone has a job to do.
Same in the church.
It takes a whole crew to grow a healthy church! Everyone has a job to do.

Do you know your gifts/superpower and are you using it?

Force #3: God is Sanctifying us Today!

God the Holy Spirit, God’s Word, God’s Discipline, God’s Spirit-gifted Saints.

This is one of those sermons you’re going to need plastic ‘To Go’’ containers to eat the rest later.   This is a lot to digest! 

Remember, in the River of Sanctification, God changes us by:
 What he has Done, What he Allows, What he is Doing, and

Force #4: What We are Doing

We have choices as to where we paddle in this Great River.
We can respond positively to the work God is doing in us, or we can squelch it.

1st. We Are To Strive To Be Holy (I Pet 1:14-16)
14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you HAD when you lived in ignorance. 
15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; (specially dedicated/singular purpose)
16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

This is Holiness by OUR Effort, because God is holy!     
Don’t lose sight of your mission!
A portion of our New Mission Statement is to:
“Know God Deeply, Follow Jesus Faithfully”
To follow Jesus faithfully is to become holy in all you do!


2nd. We Are To Experience God’s Love for Us (Ephesians 3:17-19)
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

When God’s deep love for us penetrates our heart, just wait and see what happens!

We become:  Filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

The Ephesians were slow on the uptake. That’s why Paul prayed for it to happen.
It’s like Paul wants them to take a love bath 
immersed in the Deep Love of God!
Do You Really Know How Much God Loves You?

In the last section on What God is Doing, we saw that his Word sanctifies us, in a sense, he makes it almost radioactive, but this next section is about OUR part, our efforts interacting with God’s Word…

3rd. We Are to Constantly Teach Ourselves God’s Word
 (Hebrews‬ 

In the context of the book of Hebrews, the author is challenging them to pick up the pace of their efforts, in a sense “To suck it up buttercup.” 
Get moving: Lets Teach Ourselves God’s Word!

“We have much to say about this, 
but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try to understand. In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. 
You need milk, not solid food! 
 (It’s like he’s saying: “You Can’t handle the Truth!”)

Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.
But solid food (The Word of God) is for the mature (telos), who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 

God’s word is like buried treasure. You want treasure? Get a shovel! 
Start digging! 

To sum up Our Role in Sanctification:
· We Need to Strive to Be Holy!
· We Need to Experience his Great Love for us!
· We Need to Constantly Teach Ourselves God’s Word.

In our Kayaks on this River of Sanctification it’s about: 
What God has Done, What God Allows, What God is Doing, and What we are Doing.

We have NO Control over What He has Done, Allows, and is Doing.

But We Do Have Control over What We Are Doing!

And for the next five weeks, we are going to focus on just One Aspect of
 WHAT WE ARE DOING. 

Particularly, How We can be Consciously Walking In The Presence And Power Of Jesus.

King David has said it wisely in Psalm 105:4…
Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always.

		Look to the Lord and his Strength…
			To Walk in His Power!

		Seek His Face Always.
			To Walk in His Presence Always!

God is calling us to Continually Walk in His Presence and Power.
This is the New Normal!

The Triathlon…
In 2015 I had the privilege of doing my first and only triathlon. It was a run, bike, kayak triathlon in Waukesha.

My cousin Bill lives in Madison and invited me to do the triathlon. He loaned me an extra kayak. It was a special, racing kayak, long, lean and narrow and easy to flip over in.

I began training for this six months before the race, but I’m not sure it was enough. First came the run and it was a trail run and super hard for me. Then came the biking and that was more my sweet spot. But then last we dropped our bikes and grabbed our kayaks and headed into the Fox River, south towards our finish line.

By this time in the race, I was pretty spent. With a kayak heading downstream, you can paddle really hard or you can coast and just go with the flow. I did a little bit of both. Paddling harder when the river demanded more attention.  Coasting and catching my breath when I could. After I crossed the finish line and dragged myself out of my boat I was elated. Kirsten was waiting there and gave me a big hug. 

You see my goal was not to win but to finish the race alive. And I was exhausted, but still breathing!

But I wonder, what if someone came up to me and said, “you know your kayak is a tandem and you had the finest kayaker in the world available to join you. 
Why didn’t you ask him to come along? 
It could’ve made all the difference in the world!

You see, in this River of Sanctification that God has dropped us all into, the sooner we recognize our kayaks are tandems, and Jesus is already on board, waiting for us to ask him for help, for his strength, and enjoy his company, his friendship, life doesn’t get any better!
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