Series: The New Normal… Walking In The Presence And Power Of Jesus
#2. Getting Ready for the New Normal

Intro:
The first car I ever owned was a 1972 Toyota Corona Mark II wagon. I paid $400 for it. It had a few dents, but I loved that car. It was my little surf wagon. I would keep my boogie board, wetsuit, and fins in the back. I did my own body work on the car. Eventually I dropped a new engine into it. It got me around. 

I spent my teen age years in Irvine in Southern California. At that time they were always building new homes, new developments. One of those was on the north side of Irvine and they did all the grading and the roads were still all dirt. A couple of my friends and I got the bright idea to go four wheeling in our cars, my Toyota station wagon! There was nothing about my car that said it was ready for something like that, no special tires, no lift kit, but we went for it. 

We just had some rain and so we were slipping and sliding all over --having a ton of fun until turning one corner and the car just went SPLURCH into wet goopy mud and I was stuck. One of my buddies went and grabbed another friend who had a Baja Bug, a converted off-road Volkswagen Beetle, and he came and tried to tow me out and even he almost got stuck. So it was time to call dad to get a tow truck. Needless to say, that was the last time I ever went four-wheeling in that car!

Playing in the mud can be a lot of fun until you get stuck. 

So many of us today get stuck in the mud with our faith.

We go to church.
We read our Bibles.
We may even volunteer at church. 
We may be in a small group Bible study. 
All of these are great things, but sometimes even with all that, our faith can get stuck in the mud. 



We do the right things, but may not really feel THAT close to the Lord and may NOT be experiencing His warm, affectionate love for us, His favor on us, His presence, His nearness.

I think it’s safe to say that most of us like a measure of normal predictability, not always, but more often than not.

For many believers…
Normal is: Reading about Jesus, Hearing about Jesus, and Doing things for Jesus. That’s often “The Normal.”

Today and for the next four weeks we are going to be talking more about: 
The New Normal: Walking In The Presence and Power of Jesus. 
Expecting Jesus to be there waiting for you. Not in heaven when you die, but now! Today!

When your turn your head, you’ll see you’re in a tandem Kayak and he’s paddling behind you.

A little disclaimer… today is going to be more experiential than usual, 
more like we are on a retreat than a regular sermon.

Before we dig in, Let’s Pray…

(You’ve been invited to Jesus’s house today)
Early one morning, you hear a knock on your front door. You go to open it, but no one is there. 
You look down on the doormat and there’s a beautiful envelope with your name on it. 
Your full name, including your awkward middle name like Mildred or Mortimer, that not many people even know. It’s written in elegant calligraphy. There’s no address, only your name. 

As you begin to open it, you notice the fragrance wafting up, an exotic aroma you can’t quite place. 
It’s sort of like a rose, but also close to lilac. You can’t get enough of it. 

When you pull the card out, it says on the front “An Invitation.” On the inside it says you are cordially invited to my house tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock. Love, Jesus 

“Dress casual, tea and pastries will be served.” 

The next morning you wake up, but are not sure if it’s still a dream. You find yourself outside, walking up to the front porch of a simple, but charming cottage.  The front lawn is well-manicured and flowering shrubs line the brick walkway to the front porch. As you walk up the steps onto the porch you hear birds singing, you see hummingbirds hovering and butterflies floating through the air. 

You wonder, “Could this be Jesus’ House in the invitation?” The morning air is crisp and clean, you say aloud, “I can’t believe I am walking up the steps into Jesus’ House!” and you’re reminded of Psalm 24…

Psalm 24:3-4
Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?
    Who may stand in his holy place?
The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,
    who does not trust in an idol
    or swear by a false god.

You begin to wonder: Are my hands clean? 
Is my heart pure? 
Have I unknowingly been trusting in idols or false gods in some way?

Before you knock on the door, you are reminded of Psalm 139. You call out to the Lord:

Psalm 139:23-24
Search me, God, and know my heart;
    try me and know my anxious thoughts.
24 See if there is any offensive way in me,
    and lead me in the way everlasting.

Then things begin to come to mind, dark crevices of disobedience and sin. 
And you call out from Psalm 51…
Psalms‬ 
“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge.”

I John 1:9
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Psalm 32:5
Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.’ And you forgave the guilt of my sin.

When you pray this prayer of confession, it’s like a giant weight comes off your shoulders like taking off an 80 pound backpack, you feel lighter, more joyful, more peace, more full of life. 

Then taking a deep breath, you knock on the door. It’s a bright brass door knocker in the shape of a lamb. Jesus comes and opens the door, with a warm smile he says “I’m so glad you could come!”

He hugs you in a long and firm embrace.

As you stand in the foyer with Jesus, Gratitude swells in your heart and praise flows freely from your soul.



Then Psalm 84 comes to mind…





Psalm 84:1-2, 4
How lovely is your dwelling place,
    LORD Almighty!
2 My soul yearns, even faints,
    for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh cry out
    for the living God.

Blessed are those who dwell in your house;
    they are ever praising you.

As you stand there in the presence of Jesus, you are almost speechless, 
but then you can’t do anything but praise him and thank him. 
Psalm 103 comes to mind…

Psalm 103:1-4
Praise the LORD, my soul;
    all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
2 Praise the LORD, my soul,
    and forget not all his benefits—
3 who forgives all your sins
    and heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the pit
    and crowns you with love and compassion,


Your gratitude continues to rise, and you burst out in song. 
(Which for some of us is not the norm!)










Psalm 96:1-2, 4-5
Sing to the LORD a new song;
    sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2 Sing to the LORD, praise his name;
    proclaim his salvation day after day.

For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;
    he is to be feared above all gods.
5 For all the gods of the nations are idols,
    but the LORD made the heavens.

Jesus is smiling widely and humbly receives your praise, adoration, and worship. He places his hand on your shoulder and gently leads you out to the back porch.

After sitting with him, Psalm 62 comes to mind

Psalm 62:8
Trust in him at all times, you people;
    pour out your hearts to him,
    for God is our refuge.

You sit talking back-and-forth with the warmth and bond of a childhood best friend, listening to his wisdom, his affirmation, and his love for you and how proud he is of you. He says to you with bright eyes and a smile: “You walk humbly’ 
and “I can see that you’re not trying to make a name for yourself.”

After what seems like hours, you sense it’s time to go. As you get up to leave Jesus walks you to the front door. You blurt out “I can’t wait to spend more time with you.” As you step out onto the front porch, Jesus turns and grabs his bright yellow windbreaker and says “Do you mind if I come with you?”

Unexpecting this, you quickly reply “Of course! I would love that.“ “Me too.” Says Jesus, as you both walk down the steps toward the sidewalk. Heading around the corner on the sidewalk you turn left and begin walking up a steep hill, yet you find yourself doing it effortlessly, with more energy and strength you’ve ever had. You turn to Jesus and he says “that’s my strength flowing through you. How do you like it?” You respond, “I love it! I never want to be without it.“

The next thing you know, you wake up in bed. Not in a drowsy, sleepy way, but alert with amazement. Thinking to yourself “that dream was so real.” 
What if it could be real?

I know the scriptures teach that Christ is in us. “Christ in you the hope of glory” but it’s been easier for me to picture Jesus next to me, rather than inside my rib cage. The key idea is that he loves us and will never leave us or forsake us. 

Each week we will be looking at different Scriptures that highlight facets of walking in his presence and his power.

Today is about getting ready to come before him.
Before we boldly walk into the presence of the Lord and experience his power flowing through us, we need to ‘wipe our feet at the door of his house,’ so to speak. Even though we are family, adopted sons and daughters of the King, and have been forgiven of all our sin, we need to clear our consciences before we proceed to walk into his presence, especially after long seasons of absence. 

Many times, clearing our consciences could be as simple as thoughtfully praying the Lord’s prayer, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” But when it’s been a while since you’ve been close to Jesus you may want to consider another approach, like reading and praying through the verses we just talked about.

What if it could be real? I believe the new normal for every follower of Jesus is to be walking in the presence and power of Jesus every day. Not just for a 30 minute prayer time in the morning or at night, but all day, every day.

The Psalmist says in Psalm 105:4 “Look to the Lord and his strength, seek his face ALWAYS.” 

AW Tozer, in his classic book The Pursuit of God, has said:

“God wills that we should push into his presence
and live our whole lives there.”


I first read those words of Tozer back in my college days. It hit me then and has stuck with me, but it’s proved to be a struggle for me.  The past two years, the Lord has been doubling down with me on this. Reminding me more often and allowing me to see this truth permeating through the whole Bible.

Two years ago, I had the privilege of teaching a class in Biblical Theology for Trinity Divinity School in Chicago. In preparing to teach this class, the theme “God sanctifying us to become more like Jesus,” kept coming up over and over again. 

But one day a year ago last summer, I was in Portland, actually sitting on my deck at my guest house, on a ranch in Oregon City, it hit me stronger than in a long time that Jesus was sitting next to me. I could sense that he was in the chair. I could hear him speaking to my heart, “Thomas I’m always here.”  
But I’m the one who just doesn’t recognize it! I’m too easily distracted.

After that day, I would always move another chair next to me where I could see it and picture of Jesus sitting there. When I drive somewhere, I look to the seat next to me and picture Jesus there.  I know he’s in my heart and always with me but it’s easier for me to see him sitting next to me.

Our message today and the verses we talked through are intended as a kind of template for us, 
simple steps to follow to get our hearts ready to walk into his presence. 
Not to say that we do this every day, but those days when we feel that we’ve drifted from a closer walk with him. 

For the next four weeks, we will focus on a different aspect of Walking Into The Presence And Power Of Jesus.  
Today was about Getting Ready.
And my hope is that this is a very practical series that helps us truly experience more of Jesus’ presence and power in our lives.

Brother Lawrence was a Catholic Carmelite lay-brother in a monastery in France in the 1600s. 

He is best known for the book about his life called The Practice of the Presence of God. Most likely many of you have read it.  

He insisted that, to be constantly aware of God’s presence, it is necessary to form the habit of continually talking with him throughout the day.  

To think that we must abandon conversation with Him in order to deal with our day-to-day tasks is erroneous. 

He was content doing the smallest chore if he could do it, purely for the love of God. 

Whether working in the monastery kitchen or the shoe repair shop, he rejoiced in even the smallest tasks because he was conscious of the presence of God. 

He was in no hurry to go on retreats because he found the same God to love and adore in his ordinary work as in the depths of the desert. 

In the beginning, he declared that a little effort was needed to form the habit of continuously conversing with God, telling him everything that was happening. 

However, after a little careful practice, God’s love refreshed him, 
and it all became quite easy. 

Before the Lord intervened in his life in his late 30’s, he attempted to plan every detail of his work and doing it in his own strength. 

Now, though, acting with childlike simplicity and faith, he did everything for the love of God, thanking the Lord for his guidance. 

Everything he did passed calmly, in a way that held him close to the loving presence of God.

He declared that he felt much closer to God in his day-to-day activities than most people ever believed possible. 

He believed that neither skill, nor knowledge is needed to go to God, 
all that is necessary, is a heart dedicated entirely and solely to Him 
out of love for Him above all others. 

He said that our sanctification does not depend as much on changing our activities as it does on doing them for God rather than ourselves. 

He never tired of doing even the smallest things for him, because the Lord isn’t impressed so much with the dimensions of our work as with the love in which it is done. 

He says “My everyday life consists of giving God, my simple, loving attention. 
If I am distracted, he calls me back in tones that are supernaturally beautiful.” 

Let us often remember, my dear friend, 
that our soul occupation in life is to please God.

Do not forget him! Think of him often. Adore him ceaselessly.

The presence of God is the concentration of the soul’s attention on God, remembering that He is always present.

He said that people seek for methods of learning to love God. 

There is no finesse about it; one has only to do it generously and simply. 

Though he was indeed, a humble man, he never saw the glory of humility, 
but only it’s reality.

He wanted no one but God to witness what he did, 
and the only reward he expected was God himself.

Let’s Pray…
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