#3 Walking in the Light with the Indwelling Christ

A couple years ago, Kirsten and I did some minor kitchen remodeling. I was too cheap to paint our 1980’s Oak Cabinets, so we went with updating the chandelier over the island. From a lighting level, we already had plenty of recessed lights, but this one was more of an accent feature. (A kitchen requires about 50 to 100 footcandles of light on the countertops.) We replaced it when we bought our house 16 years ago and it was looking a little dated, about two sets of trends behind.  At first, I tried to re-finish the old fixture with a little paint and sanding the glass covers, because they were this yellowed tinge and gave off warm glow like from the 1970’s. I ended up taking the whole fixture down to work on it and the ceiling was blank there with wires hanging out for months. 

You know when you’re doing home remodeling projects you forget about things after a while and you stop noticing the wires hanging out of your ceiling. At some point, Kirsten and I decided to just look for a new light fixture and so we looked online, looked at a lot of stores. Couldn’t find anything, until finally we found one at Menards.

I brought it home and set the box near where it was supposed to go, but then it took another a few more months to actually install it! I finally installed the new fixture right before I moved out to Portland. The new light is very bright, much brighter than the old one. In some ways we probably need a dimmer switch, but I ran out of time to put one in. So now, when you go in the kitchen early in the morning and turn that light on it’s like an instant sunrise! Whoa! Or a movie set… Lights, Camera, Action! But we love it. Kirsten and I both, have always had an appreciation for Light, --especially natural Light. 

But have you ever thought about “Light” in the Bible? 
Why is Light so significant, so weighty, so remarkable in the Bible? From Genesis to Revelation.

I believe the quality of that “Light” we experience can 
permanently change our lives!

I. Light and The Presence of God in the Old Testament
Gen. 1:1-5
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.
In the beginning on day one of creation, it says everything was initially in the darkness. Planet Earth was a round sphere covered in water, and fully in the dark, with an obvious absence of light. 
In v.3 the Lord says: 
“Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good,
God creates light and not only that he says: “Light was Good!”
But what’s really happening here on Day One? It says later that he didn’t create the Sun, Moon, and Stars until Day Four?
So what is the source of Light on Day One?
Psalm 104:1-2
…LORD my God, you are very great;
    you are clothed with splendor and majesty.
2 The LORD wraps himself in light as with a garment;

James 1:17
Every good and perfect gift is from above coming down from the Father of lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 

God himself is the source of light on Day One.
We see this again in Revelation 22:5

In God’s creation of the New Heavens and New Earth it says:

There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.

Throughout the Bible, God associates himself with Light, Light is good and Darkness is evil, from Genesis to Revelation.
There is something about Light that penetrates our souls. 

Scientifically speaking: Light is the presence of illumination that allows us to see. Light is a type of electromagnetic radiation, or electromagnetic wave, that's visible to the human eye. It's a natural phenomenon that allows us to see colors, shapes, and objects. Light exhibits both wave and particle properties, a characteristic known as wave–particle duality. 

Darkness itself isn't a substance or particle, it's just the absence of light, making it difficult or impossible to see; essentially, darkness is the opposite of light. When no light source is present, our eyes can’t perceive anything, resulting in the sensation of darkness.

Did you know that:
· Light radiates out infinitely unless it's stopped.
· Light is produced by a light source.
· Light is essential for the generation of food for most living organisms.
· Sunshine is radiant energy that provides warmth and fuel for life on Earth.

As a teenager at the beach catching waves for hours, then coming up on the hot sand and crashing out with the warmth of the sand and the sunshine beaming down.

In the chill of the arctic winters in Wisconsin, our two dogs and cat like to find warm sunshine spots near the south-facing windows for napping! They love the Sunlight!

King David aptly writes in Psalm 18:
“You, Lord, keep my lamp burning; my God turns my darkness into light.” (

Psalm 89:15 says:
Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim (lit. shouts of joy) you,
    who walk in the Light of your presence, Lord. (Psalm 89:15 NIV)
The psalmist here, associates the presence of God with Light. 
Where the Presence is, there is Light, – always!

Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, (lit. Shout Joyfully to the Lord!)
    who walk in the Light of your presence, Lord. (Psalm 89:15 NIV)



The revealed Presence of God in the Old Testament was geographically situated. Now, we also know that God is omnipresent, he is everywhere at once, but he reveals himself to humans in specific geographic locations:
· To Moses in the burning bush. 
· At the parting of the Red Sea.  
· Up on Mount Sinai with Moses getting the 10 Commandments.
· In the Cleft of the Rock, when the Lord passed by.

Notice Exodus 13. Moses and the children of Israel are traveling through the desert wilderness before they cross the Red Sea. Look at what it says in v.20-22.

Ex. 13:20-22
20 After leaving Sukkoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert. 
21 By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them Light, so that they could travel by day or night. 22 Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people.

The revealed Presence of God in the Old Testament was geographically located in the pillar of cloud and fire as they traveled through the wilderness for 40 years. That is one long camping trip!

If we had GPS back then we could find the Israelites and the pillar of cloud and fire on the map.

This wasn’t a dream or a myth. It was real!

The presence of God, in the pillar of cloud and fire, was in the Israelite large group campsite as they traveled through the wilderness.

Ex. 33:7-17
7 Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, calling it the “tent of meeting.” (this is not the Tabernacle) Anyone inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp. 8 And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching Moses until he entered the tent. 9 As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while the LORD spoke with Moses. 
10 Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to their tent. 11 The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend…
The Presence of God was there!
Notice their conversation…
12 Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor with me.’ 13 If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people.”
14 The LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”
15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 16 How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”
17 And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.”
Moses wasn’t going anywhere, especially into enemy territory, without the assurance of the Presence of God.

What if we did the same thing? To not go anywhere unless we are Walking in the Presence of Jesus?

What if we said “Lord, I am not going anywhere today unless you go with me?”

Now, in Exodus 40 we read about the Jewish Tabernacle, which was a large tent within a larger compound with a portable fabric fence around the whole thing. In front of the tabernacle was the altar where they offered the sacrifices to the Lord. 

Only priests could go inside the tent, and in the very inner room of the tent, only the high priest could go once a year to where the Ark of the Covenant stood.

Ex. 40:33-38
Then Moses set up the courtyard around the tabernacle and altar and put up the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard. And so Moses finished the work.
34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. (The Presence of God!)
36 In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would set out; 37 but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. 38 So the cloud of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the Israelites during all their travels.
As you can see, the presence of God was located right there among them, with his people, and the tabernacle was at the very center of the tent city of all the Israelite tribes and their families.

Once the Israelites entered the Promised Land, the cloud goes away. On occasion, you can see the glory of God, the presence of the Lord, but it’s not an everyday occurrence anymore. 

As Israelite influence and prestige peaks with King David and Solomon, then descends into idolatry, lukewarm to the things of God, the presence of God becomes less and less… The Lord sends in many prophets to get their attention but with little results. Then came 400 years of silence… 

However, in the New Testament, with the coming of Jesus, EVERYTHING CHANGES.

II. Light and the Presence of God in the New Testament

John‬ 
“In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

This sounds a lot like Genesis chapter 1 or Psalm 104 doesn’t it?

John 1:6-9
There was a man sent from God whose name was John (the Baptist).  He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. John himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
Now notice John’s words about Light in 1 John chapter 1…
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. (I John 1:7)

And the Psalmist in Psalm 89… challenged us to Walk in the Light of His Presence. 
	He is telling us To live our lives conscious of His Presence.

A. Effects of our Walking in the Light.

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. (I John 1:7)

When we Walk in the Light:
1. We have fellowship with other believers in Christ. (when we are all simultaneously walking with Jesus)
a. We have a deeper bond with each other… 

b. Kirsten and I experienced this our first weekend here last fall, when we first met many of you. It was clear that God was calling us to be here at LakeView this season. There was almost an instant bond between us, even though we had never been here before. “as we walked in the light, as he is in the light, we had fellowship with one another.” A genuine bond of fellowship that was deeper than ordinary human relationships. Kirsten have continued to experience that with many of you as well. 

As we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another...

and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. (I John 1:7)

When we walk in the Light…
2. We experience the daily effect of the cross, with his blood purifying us from all sin. (We are living in light of being his forgiven, adopted sons and daughters, living in a way that honors him.)

a. Living forgiven and freed up from sin and bondage to sin.

3. Walking in the light is Walking in his Presence. 
As John stated “we walk in the light, as HE is in the light!

To walk in the Light with Him is to live our lives fully conscious of His presence and His power surging through you, living in obedience to His heart and his desires. To walk with Him is to live consistently…

You can’t be walking alongside him and doing or thinking something rebellious or sinful in his eyes?
A. Dinner with your wife at the resort pool… you can’t be checking out all the other women!
B. Or listening to your wife go on about how great other women’s husbands are.
C. We can’t walk in the presence of Jesus and at the same time, live in a way that dishonors him.  

So often we can rationalize our behavior. 
· “I can quit anytime I want to.”  “Ya, Right!”

· “This isn’t going to hurt anybody else.” “Sure Tiger!”

· “Doesn’t God want me to be happy?”  

· That happiness doctrine is not in the Bible. Our true joy and happiness comes from his power flowing through us to live for him, not for ourselves.
· “In Your Presence Is Fulness of Joy.”

But to walk in the light is to daily surrender to the Lordship of Christ and follow his leadership moment by moment. 

To bow the knee to Him when you get up in the morning, and bow the knee when you go to bed, offering yourself once again to him!

When my kids were little I remember putting them to bed and praying often that they will have sweet dreams about Jesus. 

We could pray that prayer for ourselves tonight!
· Bow the knee to Jesus in the morning.
· Bow the knee to Jesus at Bedtime.

In the New Testament, the Presence of God was wherever Jesus walked, 
since Jesus was “Immanuel --God with Us”

After Jesus ascended into heaven and sent the Holy Spirit,
EVERYTHING CHANGED!




III. Living The Exchanged Life/The Indwelling Christ

If we aspired today to build a house for God’s presence to dwell, like a glorious temple, it would be a royal waste of time! No matter how majestic, awe-inspiring, or opulent.

There is no physical address for the presence of God today 
BECAUSE THE PILLAR OF CLOUD AND FIRE IS WITHIN YOU!

Paul writes to the Colossian believers:
27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. (Col. 1:27)

In a very real sense, this room is filled with pillars of cloud and fire flowing up from you!

The Presence of God is here now, within each of us who follow Jesus.

How has this happened? 
How did the presence of God come to live inside of us?

According to Galatians 2:20, when we put our faith in Jesus, when we, by faith, surrendered ultimate control of our lives over to God, the Bible says our old way of living for ourselves (me, myself, and I) has died.  

After that death to self, we came to life again with Christ himself living inside us, dwelling within each of us. So today for the follower of Jesus, the Presence of God is wherever you and I are!

20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Gal. 2:20

Isn’t that Good News! That is Amazing News!

“For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.”  2 Corinthians‬ 



“For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body.”  2 Corinthians‬ 
The is the New Normal, Walking in the Light with the Indwelling Christ.

Walking in the Presence and Power of Jesus!






Conclusion:
As we walk in the Light as he is in the Light, 
WE also are the Light of the world.

Jesus said “I am the Light of the world.”
--John 8:12

He also said “You are the Light of the world!”
					--Matthew 5:14

Now, are we a bright flashy light that says “Look at me!”  “Look at me!” 

No, We bring His light to dark places.
We bring light to where people can’t see.
We bring light where light is desperately needed.

I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.

We died, we died to self, and when we came to life again, 					Christ was living in us.

It’s like all of us who have put our faith in Jesus, surrendered to Jesus, 
have experienced our own NDE, a “Near-Death Experience.”

An NDE is where people clinically died, were resuscitated, and professed to have gotten a peek into the afterlife…  into heaven, in the presence of God or into the fires of hell.

Like an NDE, we died to self, our old way of living without Jesus.
Then Jesus resuscitated us back to life, to New Life,
rather than a short stent in heaven.
Daily, we can walk in the presence of God, here, now,

And like was said, Brother Lawrence
He never saw the glory of humility, but only it’s reality.

He wanted no one but God to witness what he did, 
and the only reward he expected was God himself.

“God wills that we should push into his presence and live our whole lives there.
–A.W. Tozer (The Pursuit of God)
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