
O Love How Deep, How Broad, How High 
Love That Comes in Many Ways 

March 25, 2026 

11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
God is “rich in mercy” (Ephesians 2:4) and “abounding in merciful 

love.” (Exodus 34:6) The enormity of God’s mercy drove St. Paul to 

his knees, fervently praying that others, too, might “have strength 

to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length 

and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge.” (Ephesians 3:18-19) Such love and mercy 

stirred the souls of God’s Old Testament people as well, who 

exulted: “As high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is 

his steadfast love toward those who fear him…The steadfast love 

of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.” (Psalm 103:11, 17)  Oh, 

how deep, how broad, how high is the love of our God! 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 
 “Adagio in A Minor”              J. S. Bach   

 

 

 

WELCOME  
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OPENING HYMN 
 421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing 
  

 

INVOCATION 
Leader:      In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of  

       the Holy Spirit. 

People:      Amen. 
 

 

OPENING VERSICLES 
Leader:  This is the day which the Lord has made; 

People:  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Leader:  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

People:  the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  

Leader:  Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and  

   merciful, 

People:  slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and  

   He relents from sending calamity. 

 

Leader:  Jesus said: “If any man would come after Me, 

People:  let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 

   Me.” 

 

Leader:  Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

People:  He was bruised for our iniquities. 

  

Leader:  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

People:  the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  

    Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy  

   Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  

   forever. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT CANTICLE (congregation sings all) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 
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PSALM                                                                             Psalm 117 

Leader: Praise the LORD, all you nations; 

People: Extol him, all you peoples. 
 

Leader: For great is his love toward us, 

People: And the faithfulness of the LORD endures 

forever. Praise the LORD. 

 

PRAYER 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Leader: Let us pray. 

Eternal God, You so loved the world that You gave 

Your only Son into death for our sin. Take our 

lives, Lord, and use them to lift up Your Son so that 

all will be drawn to Him and find eternal life, for 

He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                Luke 24:44-49 
 44 He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with 

you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the 

Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."  

 
45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 

Scriptures. 46 He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ 

will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 

repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to 

all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these 

things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; 

but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from 

on high." 
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HYMN 
 428 Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow 
  

 

THE PASSION HISTORY          Matthew 27:27-66 
27 Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and 

gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. 28 They 

stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted 

together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff 

in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. "Hail, 

king of the Jews!" they said. 30 They spit on him, and took the staff 

and struck him on the head again and again. 31 After they had 

mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on 

him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

 
32 As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named 

Simon, and they forced him to carry the cross. 33 They came to a 

place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull).  
34 There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but 

after tasting it, he refused to drink it. 35 When they had crucified 

him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 36 And sitting 

down, they kept watch over him there. 37 Above his head they 

placed the written charge against him: this is jesus, the king of the 

jews. 38 Two robbers were crucified with him, one on his right and 

one on his left. 39 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, 

shaking their heads 40 and saying, "You who are going to destroy 

the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down 

from the cross, if you are the Son of God!"  

 
41 In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the 

elders mocked him. 42 "He saved others," they said, "but he can't 

save himself! He's the King of Israel! Let him come down now 

from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God. Let 

God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, 'I am the Son of 

God.'" 44 In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him 

also heaped insults on him. 
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45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all 

the land. 46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

""Eloi, Eloi," "lama" "sabachthani?""--which means, "My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?"  

 
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, "He's 

calling Elijah."  

 
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with 

wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink.  
49 The rest said, "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to 

save him."  

 
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up 

his spirit.  

 
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from 

top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. 52 The tombs 

broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died 

were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' 

resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many 

people.  

 
54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding 

Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were 

terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely he was the Son of God!"  

 
55 Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had 

followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. 56 Among them 

were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, and 

the mother of Zebedee's sons. 

 

 

 

(continued on next page) 



 

8 

 

57 As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, 

named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus.  
58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that 

it be given to him. 59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean 

linen cloth, 60 and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut 

out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the 

tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

were sitting there opposite the tomb.  

 
62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests 

and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63 "Sir," they said, "we remember 

that while he was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I 

will rise again.' 64 So give the order for the tomb to be made secure 

until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal 

the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the 

dead. This last deception will be worse than the first."  

 
65 "Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure 

as you know how." 66 So they went and made the tomb secure by 

putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Please stand 

RESPONSORY 

Leader: We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus 

Christ, the Righteous One. 

People: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered 

for the sins of the people. 

 

Leader: Blessed is the one whose transgression is 

forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

People: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered 

for the sins of the people. 
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Leader: We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus 

Christ, the Righteous One. 

People: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered 

for the sins of the people. 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

HYMN 

 645 Built on the Rock 

 

 

SERMON 

 Love That Comes in Many Ways 
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OFFERING (6:30 p.m.) 

 “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”         Stuart Townend 

 

How deep the Father’s love for us, 

How vast beyond all measure 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss. 

The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory. 

 

Behold the Man upon a cross, 

My sin upon His shoulders. 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life. 

I know that it is finished. 

 

I will not boast in anything: 

No gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom. 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ: 

His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer. 

But this I know with all my heart: 

His wounds have paid my ransom. 
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Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Leader:   In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader:   For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all  

    our  heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the  

    Lord: 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader:   For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered  

    throughout the world, and for the proclamation of  

    the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to 

    the Lord: 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader:   For this nation, for our cities and communities, and  

    for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the  

    Lord: 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader:   For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the 

    earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader:   For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult 

    or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to  

    the Lord: 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

                         

Leader:   For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless,  

    for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in  

    prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

(continued on next page) 
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Leader:   For the sick and dying and for all those who care for  

    them, let us pray to the Lord: 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader:   Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and  

    soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

People:   Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have  

    mercy. 
 
  

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 
 

Leader: Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to 

be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear 

them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by 

the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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MORNING PRAYER (11:00 a.m.) 

People: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through   

  Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have   

  kept me this night from all harm and danger;  

  and I pray that You would keep me this day  

  also from sin and every evil, that all my   

  doings and life may please You. For into Your  

  hands I commend myself, my body and soul,  

  and all things. Let Your holy angel be with  

  me, that the evil foe may have no power over  

  me. Amen. 

 

 

EVENING PRAYER (6:30 p.m.) 

People: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus  

  Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously  

  kept me this day; and I pray that you would  

  forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong,  

  and graciously keep me this night. For into Your  

  hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and  

  all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that  

  the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

Leader:    Let us bless the Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Leader: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  

  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN 
             553       O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ Desire 
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POSTLUDE 

             “Allegro Moderato”                               By Wilhelm Zachow

 

  

    

  

Serving at Chapel 

 
Preacher:    Theodore Laesch   

 

Liturgist:  11:00 a.m. Theodore Laesch 

   6:30 p.m. Charles Wallace  

 

Organist & Accompanist:  Rev. Arthur Eichhorn 

 

Singers:  6:30 p.m. Nate Laesch 

Mark Petersen 

 

Acolyte:  6:30 p.m. Bella Moss   
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