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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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The Holy Trinity 
May 31, 2026 

5:00 p.m.,  8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: The 11:00 a.m. worship service is live streamed and recorded.     

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
We usually think of ourselves as small, humble creatures. We are subject to the creation 

in which we live and often are at the mercy of the forces around us. But we are 

reminded in Genesis that we are the crown of God’s creation, part and parcel of all He 

has made. We cannot understand Him, but we know enough. That is Peter’s reminder to 

those who executed Jesus: He did not stay dead but was able to overcome the forces 

opposed to Him—for us! We have work to do, Jesus tells the disciples and us in the 

Gospel. But we do not have to do it alone. Though we cannot understand Him, God is 

with us each day in His strength, mercy, and forgiving love. In short, we need not 

comprehend our great God; we only receive all the love He has for us. “O LORD, our 

Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!” (Psalm 8:1). 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”           Donald Busarow  

         

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 
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 PREPARATION  

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 

 

Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 507 Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BAPTISM (5:00 p.m.) 

 Madyson May Kinder 

  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Please stand 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

People: who made heaven and earth. 

 

Pastor:  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Pastor:  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and  

  praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the  

  fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess  

  before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and  

  deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.  

  Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

  heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:  

  God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to  

  everlasting life. Amen. 

  
Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His  

  sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of  

  Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the  

  name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 504 Father, Most Holy 
  

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

People: Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to 

acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true 

faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. 

Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for 

You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
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 WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                  Genesis 1:1–2:4a 

(God creates all that exists.)  
 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless 

and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 

hovering over the waters.  
 
3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was 

good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light "day," and the 

darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning--the first 

day.  
 
6 And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from 

water." 7 So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the 

water above it. And it was so. 8 God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, 

and there was morning--the second day.  
 
9 And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry 

ground appear." And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered 

waters he called "seas." And God saw that it was good.  
 
11 Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the 

land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so.  
12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees 

bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.  
13 And there was evening, and there was morning--the third day.  
 
14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from 

the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15 and let 

them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so. 16 God 

made two great lights--the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern 

the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light 

on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And 

God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning--the fourth 

day.  

(continued on next page) 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/1.html
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20 And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the 

earth across the expanse of the sky." 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and 

every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and 

every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed 

them and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let 

the birds increase on the earth." 23 And there was evening, and there was morning--the 

fifth day.  
 
24 And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: 

livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its 

kind." And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the 

livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground 

according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God said, "Let us make 

man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds 

of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move 

along the ground."  
 
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 

female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase 

in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the 

air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 29 Then God said, "I give 

you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit 

with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all 

the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground--everything that has 

the breath of life in it--I give every green plant for food." And it was so. 31 God saw all 

that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was 

morning--the sixth day. 
 
1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 2 By the seventh 

day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from 

all his work. 3 And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he 

rested from all the work of creating that he had done.  
 
4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/2.html


 

7 

 

PSALM                    Psalm 8 

Pastor:  O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

People: You have set your glory above the heavens.  
 

Pastor: From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise because of 

your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.  

People: When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and 

the stars, which you have set in place,  
 

Pastor: what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for 

him?  

People: You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him 

with glory and honor.  
 

Pastor: You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything 

under his feet:  

People: all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, the birds of the air,  
 

Pastor: and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.  

People: O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 

 

 

SECOND READING                                                  Acts 2:14a, 22–36 

(Peter tells the Good News to those who crucified our Lord.) 

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 

 

22 "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves 

know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; 

and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 

But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was 

impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him:  

(continued on next page) 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/8.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/acts/2.html
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" 'I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope,  

 

27 because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see 

decay. 28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your 

presence.'  

 

29 "Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and 

his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised 

him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what 

was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the 

grave, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all 

witnesses of the fact. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father 

the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David 

did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,  

   

" 'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand  35 until I make your enemies a 

footstool for your feet." '  

 

36 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 

crucified, both Lord and Christ." 

             

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
                

HOLY GOSPEL                                                  Matthew 28:16–20 

(Jesus promises to accompany His followers.) 

 
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them 

to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came 

to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."               

       
         

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

  

 

HYMN 
             940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 

 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
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Please stand (8:30 & 11:00 a.m.) 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 
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OFFERING 

 
During the offering, please sign 

the Record of Fellowship found  

at the end of each pew 
 

Scan to give online 

 
 “Ayre”                         Georg Telemann 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 

OFFERTORY 
 789 Praise and Thanksgiving 
  

 

 

 
 
: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ 
Tune: Public domain 
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 SACRAMENT  

 
The Lord’s Supper is a gift Christ gives to His Church. In it, He offers His true Body and Blood, in, with, 

and under the bread and wine. When received in faith, it brings forgiveness, new life, and salvation. In 

response to God’s command in Scripture, we are to examine ourselves prior to partaking of the Sacrament. 

There are five basic questions by which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily: 1) Am I a baptized believer? 2) Do 

I believe I am a sinner and am truly sorry for my sins? 3) Do I believe that Jesus Christ is my Savior from 

sin? 4) Do I promise with God’s help to turn from sin and live a God-pleasing life? 5) Do I believe in the 

true teachings of God’s Word, namely that the Body and Blood of Jesus are truly present, powerful, and 

effective in the Sacrament? Any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a differing confession 

and yet desire to receive the sacrament are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.(see Matthew 

26:26-29; 28:19-20; 1 Corinthians 10:16; 11:17- 34) 

 

PREFACE 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

who with Your only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit are one God, one 

Lord. In the confession of the only true God, we worship the Trinity in 

person and the Unity in substance, of majesty coequal. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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SANCTUS (Holy, holy, holy) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 

 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

15 

 

If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes 

down the aisle. 
 

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants 

may take whichever is preferred.  If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the 

communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.  
  

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the 

alcohol in wine. 

 

Children and those who cannot yet commune are invited to come forward and kneel at the rail with arms 

crossed to receive a blessing. 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 801 How Great Thou Art 

 506 Glory Be to God the Father 

 

 

 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

I thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, that You have permitted me, unworthy as I am, to partake of this 

Your most holy body and this Your most precious blood.  I pray that it may be to me for the 

forgiveness of all my sins, for strength in resisting temptations, for service in Your kingdom and 

finally for the glories of life that has no end.  In Your name we pray, Amen. 
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Please stand 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 

  

 
POSTLUDE 
 “Toccata in E Minor”             Johann Pachelbel 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Hosea 5:15-6:6; Romans 4:13-25; Matthew 9:9-13 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at  https://chapelofthecross.org/devotions 
 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve 

worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 

Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 

 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A Quarter 3. Copyright © 2026 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

• Artwork © 2013 Ian M. Welch, paramentics.com. All Rights Reserved.  

 

 

Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Charles Wallace        
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Ellory Glenn   

     8:30 a.m. Theodore Laesch   

     11:00 a.m. Theodore Laesch       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Matt Gahr 

     11:00 a.m.   Jen Schmidt                    
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Eve Zvirgzdins   

     11:00 a.m. Logan Hill     
 

Organist:     Rev. Arthur Eichhorn 
 

 

       

      

 

https://chapelofthecross.org/devotions
http://www.zondervan.com/
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