
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



0 
 

Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 20, 2026 

11:00 a.m.  

 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.  

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
On the surface, the parable of the laborers in the vineyard seems wrong. Shouldn’t the 

worker receive the wages he or she deserves for his or her time and labor? It offends our 

sense of fair play that one who worked less should receive the same as one who worked 

more. If you only focus on the perspective of the laborer, that might seem true, but if 

you focus on the generosity of the vineyard owner, you get a very different perspective. 

God’s mercy is not the reward for our labor but a pure gift of grace given to those who 

deserve none of His kindness. When you begin to look at this parable from that 

perspective, God’s abundant generosity becomes clear. The Lord does what none of us 

would do—forgives all our sins, no matter how great, and bestows upon us the mercy 

and salvation we did nothing to earn and could never deserve. How can anyone 

begrudge Him such generosity? 

 

 

PRELUDE 
 “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized”    Benjamin M. Culli  

         
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 
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 PREPARATION  

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 
Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized 

 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                Psalm 27:4, Isaiah 55:6 

Leader: One thing have I asked of the Lord, 

People: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 

 

Leader: Seek the Lord while He may be found; 

People: call upon Him while He is near. 

 

Leader: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and  

  for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus  

  Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on  

  them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us,  

  bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
555 Salvation unto Us Has Come 

1 Salvation unto us has come 

    By God’s free grace and favor; 

Good works cannot avert our doom, 

    They help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 

Who did for all the world atone; 

    He is our one Redeemer. 

  

 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace; 

    All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

You have revealed Your saving love; 

    Your blessèd name we hallow. 

 
Text: Public domain 

 

  
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray. 

People: Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying 

on anything we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live 

according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
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 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                Isaiah 55:6–9 

(“Seek the LORD while He may be found.”) 

 

 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let the wicked 

forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will 

have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 8 "For my thoughts are not 

your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 9 "As the heavens 

are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 

your thoughts. 
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM         Psalm 27:1-9 

 
Leader:   The LORD is my light and my salvation-- whom shall I fear?  

People:  The LORD is the stronghold of my life-- of whom shall I be  

              afraid?  
 

Leader:   When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, when my 

    enemies and my foes attack me, 

People:   they will stumble and  fall.  
 

Leader:   Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear;  

People:   though war break out against me, even then will I be confident.  

 

Leader:  One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek:  that I may dwell 

              in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,  

People:     to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his   

              temple.  

 

Leader:   For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling;  

People: he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high        

upon a rock.  
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Leader: Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround 

me;  

People:    at his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing   

and make music to the LORD.  

 

Leader: Hear my voice when I call, O LORD; be merciful to me and   

answer me.  

People: My heart says of you, "Seek his face!" Your face, LORD, I will 

seek.  

 

Leader: Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in 

anger;  

People: you have been my helper. Do not reject me or forsake me, O 

God my Savior. 

 
 

EPISTLE                                     Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 

(“Let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ.”) 

 

12 Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to 

advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace 

guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 Because of my chains, most 

of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more 

courageously and fearlessly.               

 
19 for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 

what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope 

that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always 

Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is 

Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful 

labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I 

desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for 

you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will 

continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my 

being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me.  

(continued on next page) 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/27.html
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27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. 

Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know 

that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel  
28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them 

that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved--and that by God. 29 For it has 

been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for 

him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I 

still have. 

 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
                

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                               Matthew 20:1–16 

(Do you begrudge the Lord’s generosity?) 

 
1 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 

hire men to work in his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and 

sent them into his vineyard.  

 
3 "About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing 

nothing. 4 He told them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you 

whatever is right.' 5 So they went.  

 

"He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 6 

About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked 

them, 'Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?'  
 

7 ''Because no one has hired us,' they answered." He said to them, 'You also go and work 

in my vineyard.'  

 
 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/20.html
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8 "When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the workers 

and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.'  

 
9 "The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a 

denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But 

each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to 

grumble against the landowner. 

  
12 'These men who were hired last worked only one hour,' they said, 'and you have made 

them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.'  

 
13 "But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn't you agree 

to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired 

last the same as I gave you. 15 Don't I have the right to do what I want with my own 

money? Or are you envious because I am generous?'  

 
16 "So the last will be first, and the first will be last."       

         

 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

 

HYMN 

             853 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
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Please stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Leader:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Leader:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

 
During the offering, please sign 

the Record of Fellowship found  

at the end of each pew 
Scan to give online 

 
  “Lord of All Hopefulness”      Wilbur Held 
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Please stand 

OFFERTORY   
             785      We Praise You, O God 

 

1 We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 

    In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You; 

    We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing. 

  

3 With voices united our praises we offer 

    And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 

With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us. 

    To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 

 
Text: Public domain 

 
 

PRAYER  
Leader: Blessed Lord, You have given us Your Holy Scriptures for our learning. 

May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being 

strengthened and comforted by Your holy Word, we may cling to the 

blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 738 Lord of All Hopefulness 

  

 
POSTLUDE 
 “Lord of All Hopefulness”      Wilbur Held 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32; Philippians 2:1-4;14-18 ; Matthew 21:23-27 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at  https://chapelofthecross.org/devotions 

 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve 

worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 

Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 

 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2026 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://chapelofthecross.org/devotions
http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch        
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Justin Goodrich   

     8:30 a.m. Matt Laird   

     11:00 a.m. Blake Johnson       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m.  

     11:00 a.m.   Charles Kinder                    
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Emma Runser   

     11:00 a.m. Logan Hill     
 

                            

Organist:    Timothy Mars  
 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
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Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Chapel Ministry Staff 

                          Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                    314-355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor               314-369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Justin Goodrich, Vicar                                  586-399-0058       vicarjustin@chapelofthecross.org 

Timothy Mars, Director of Music   308-241-2012       timothy.mars@chapelofthecross.org   

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry  314-200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                 314-921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord. 314-355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
       

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

*Friend of Moms     *Lutheran Early Response Teams                           *Helping Hands Food Pantry   

Lutheran Chaplains  Lutheran Heritage Foundation            Lutherans for Life      

Concordia Seminary             Friends of New Americans            Shoebox Ministry 

Day 3 Seeds                            L.A.M.P. Lutheran Assoc. of Missionaries            KFUO Radio       

    & Pilots 

     

                                                                                                         

                   

* indicates special emphasis in 2026 
 

 

 Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org
mailto:vicarjustin@chapelofthecross.org

