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Commitment Sunday - Bearing Fruit
Church of the Saviour UMC, Montgomery, Ohio
Rev. Markus Wegenast and Rev. Dr. Carrie Kreps Wegenast
September 27, 2026
Text: John 15:1-5 and Galatians 5:13f&22f

John 15:1-5
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed[b] by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.

Galatians 5:13f&22f
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become enslaved to one another. 14 For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  …the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24 And those who belong to Christ[e] have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

Carrie: Markus, thank you for inviting me to co preach with you today. Would you say it is easier or harder to co write a sermon?

Markus: Co write with you? Hm, do you remember that time 25 years ago when we rented a tandem bike at Lakeside and almost broke up with each other? 
Preparing a sermon together with someone is a little like riding a tandem bike. It’s harder than just writing a sermon yourself but when you get in the swing of it, it’s actually fun and rewarding.

Carrie: I’m relieved to tell you: Markus and I did not try to break up with each other over writing this sermon together. We did eventually find the rhythm. Group projects require give and take. There is definitely compromise.

Markus: An advantage to working on a project together is that the result more fully represents the whole. For example, a sermon. When I write it myself, the congregation (you all) get one perspective, mine. 
Carrie: But when we do something together, we get many perspectives and a fuller picture. This congregation is collaborating on a significant group project together.

Markus: We want to be A Church for All Seasons - that requires team work, that requires talking with each other and believing in a future together. Sure, it would have been easier if just one person created the entire plan for the vision of our capital campaign but because we incorporated the thoughts, hopes and voices of many, we have a much fuller picture of the hope we have in God’s future for our congregation.

Carrie: How many conversations do you think the church had about the capital campaign since the trustees first brought it to our attention?

Markus: O my goodness - there were so many conversations! There were conversations within the leadership of the church, going through the different committees. There were conversations with the whole congregation - I remember starting to hint about the possible need for a campaign late last fall already. When we had our Equip and Connect all church luncheon in February we had the trustees officially tell the congregation about the need to replace our failing heating and cooling system. Then there were conversations with the district, then there were conversations about the engineering study that was done, then there were townhall meetings, then a charge conference, then an advance pledge campaign - Carrie, I don’t think I can count all the different levels and kinds of interactions we had to get to this exciting public phase of our campaign…

Carrie: Sounds like this capital campaign is more than just a two-person tandem project! More like a multi-rider tandem campaign! Did you count the dozen conversations you and I had about what we could and would pledge? Not to mention the conversations when you shared your anxiety about the complexity of the campaign?
Markus: Anxiety? Germans don’t do anxiety! 

Carrie: (smiles) My point is, this campaign started as a concern for the old heating and cooling systems within one or two committees. But soon more and more people joined the conversation. Two weeks ago, the whole congregation embarked on building a future for many more seasons for COS. It’s a group project. Over the course of the next three years, this congregation will work together to accomplish a significant project to benefit present and future generations of people. It’s a project meant to bear fruit.

Markus: 
If a congregation or an individual wants to bear fruit our scripture from John’s gospel today tells us something important about it. Jesus said:

I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. – John 15:1&2a

This is a scary sentence because it can cause someone to think that God is in the business of removing people from the church that do not bear fruit in their discipleship. But I think it’s important not to read anything scary into Jesus’ words that are not necessary. 

In nature it is the most normal thing to cut off a dead branch from a tree or a plant. (evtl more). As a church family we want to go forward together but sometimes we take wrong turns or we get stuck in silly debates. That’s like a dead branch that just needs to be left behind so we can put our strength into that which grows for the next season.

You mentioned the anxiety I have had about our capital campaign – that too is one of those dead branches that doesn’t bear fruit and the only good thing to do is to cut if off and let it go!
The next sentence Jesus said is even more helpful:

Every branch that bears fruit God prunes to make it bear more fruit. – John 15:2b

Pruning is a similarly uncomfortable image because it’s still about cutting something off but in pruning there is a much more positive element because you realize it’s not about destroying something but about making something stronger.

Carrie: Pruning of the grape vines each winter means the fruit will be more abundant. Markus, what I’m going to say next should be heard in context: The capital campaign can feel focused on a building and specific to this congregation.

Markus: As if we are the only beneficiaries of the financial gifts we are receiving.
 
Carrie: I did some math this week. We each have 168 hours in a week. Whether we’re retired, work or go to school, each person has 168 hours in their week. Unless we’re involved in a group, a committee, or a choir, we spend about 1.5 hours in this building in a week. This is less than 1% of our weekly time. Our presence here bears fruit. However, I feel it is important to consider the ways we bear fruit the other 166 hours in the week.

Markus: That is a good thought. If our discipleship was confined to the time we spend inside this building I don’t think there would be much bearing of fruit in that.
You know, Carrie, this really reminds me that in a way our capital campaign journey has already started to produced fruit outside of the walls of this church. Before we will make a single improvement to our building there is already goodness coming out of our campaign.

Carrie: What are you thinking of?

Markus: I’m thinking about the missional component we chose for our campaign.

Carrie: Supporting the Veterans Village project at Gains UMC here in Cincinnati?

Markus: Yes. Before we had raised even a single dollar or received a single pledge, COS had already decided that as we build a future with hope for us a congregation we are also going to build a future with hope for people in our Cincinnati community.

Carrie: Isn’t there a video clip that explains the project?

Tiny Homes video

Markus: We have pledged to give $70,000 of our capital campaign to this project. This pays for one of the 14 veteran tiny homes that will be built. Imagine that, as we fix up our house we are building a house for a homeless veteran in our community to live in.

Carrie: That is bearing fruit! We bear fruit as a congregation, but we also can bear fruit as individuals in 160+ hours of our week outside of this building:
I’ve been thinking of the specific fruits mentioned in Galatians – “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” I’m reminded of the patience offered by a parent who wakes their child up for school only to have the child refuse to get out of bed. Or the kindness and generosity we can share at Costco to employees and customers alike during our weekend shopping trip. 

I was reminded of the fruits of the spirit at work on Thursday morning. A team member stopped by on his way to HR because his login credentials were not working. Shortly after, the team member’s supervisor stopped by, equally concerned and determined to minimize the anxiety of the moment for the member of his team. 
I am also aware that if I am unloving or unjoyful it is often reflected in the person I am with. One fruit not mentioned specifically on the Galatians’ list but certainly a fruit of living by the Spirit is non-anxious presence. It is such a relevant way to bear fruit particularly in our anxious society. I am often with people in crisis. The fruit I seek to bear in these moments is one of non-anxiousness. I remain the calm one. I remember to breathe. I offer silence to speak into. I invite the one in crisis to come up with one first step towards resolution. A non-anxious presence is a fruit that will bear more fruit.

How about you, Markus? What fruit is required of you when you just want to be an introvert?

Markus: You really had to do this, huh? I don’t think I’ve even told the congregation that I’m an introvert.

Carrie: Oh honey, they know…they know!

Markus: Sometimes we think that bearing fruit is always about interaction with others – but bearing fruit can have so many aspects. Jesus himself would often retreat into alone time to recharge his batteries and the time away from people was just as fruit bearing as the time of full contact. 

Carrie: The point is that we are all different. We have different gifts, strengths and talents and all of them provide a beautiful harvest of bearing much good fruit in God’s vineyard. 

Markus: More than just 1.5 hours a week.

Carrie: It’s like riding a multi-rider tandem with God.

Markus: And good things are happening, not only here but in many places.

Carrie: That’s how we are…

Markus: A Church for all seasons…

Carrie: bearing fruit. Amen.


Markus: You can now add your own amen behind this message. Put your name on the card that was handed out to you in the beginning:
I, ________________________________, commit to be
a fruitful member of Christ's holy church and serve
as Christ's representative in the world through my
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.
With God's help. Amen.

Bring it forward along with your pledge (if you haven’t already turned on in) and place it in the baskets provided. May this act be your way of signifying to God that you desire to bear much fruit…	


>  People bring their pledges while music plays
>  We pray a litany together taking turns being the leader-voice
>  At 11:00 we’ll sing a song – at 9:30 we go into offering which Dave will do


