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Sermon 11-01-2026
Qualified to be a Saint? – Rev. Markus Wegenast
Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus[a] saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely[b] on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

1)
Jennifer was a college student in her early 20s (I’m changing her name, but the rest is true). Jennifer did not believe in God. She wasn’t brought up in a religious family and just never had any sort of inkling to consider faith to be an option for her. I don’t think she considered herself an atheist – she didn’t argue against faith, she just did not believe in God.
	One of her Christian friends invited her to come chat with me about faith. Their college was right next to our church, and our church had a pretty strong relationship with the student body. I was excited about talking to someone who doesn’t have any faith background, and I was impressed that Jennifer was so willing to just show up at a church and meet with a pastor that she had never met before. Her Christian friend who attended our church came with her when we met in my office to talk about faith.

We had a good conversation, I was curious about Jennifer’s background, and we pretty quickly started to talk about matters of faith. I explained to her as best as I could what Jesus means to me personally, trying not to be overly theological or dogmatic but more personal. We didn’t argue, it was just a conversation about faith  At the peak of the conversation she said something that I did not expect to hear. I had just finished talking about my relationship with God. In the paused that followed she started smiling and with a puzzled facial expression she asked this:

What does God do?

I was not prepared for this question – in fact, I believe no one has ever asked me that, nor did I ever think about it. Have you ever thought about it? What does God do?

To me this honest question of a young college student reveals that there was just a big disconnect with what I shared about my faith and her experience of life. We spoke the same language, but our life-experiences were so different when it came to matters of faith and a higher personal power. 

What does God do? It’s a wonderful and fair question and I believe it is helpful for both people of faith and people without faith to think about it and see if that great disconnect can be overcome. 

2) 
Today is All Saints Day. For many of us there is a disconnect with what that day is about. Who are those saints that we remember at All Saints Day – what do they do? What did they do differently for them to be considered saints. And what does God do to make someone a saint?

When we hear the word Saint we often think of it with a capital “S” – like the Saints of the Catholic and Orthodox tradition. Even in many protestant faith traditions we use the language of Saints with a capital S understanding. There are many United Methodist Churches there are that are called St. Matthew’s or St. Paul’s etc. 
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It would not be unusual at all to find a Methodist church that has stained glass with references to great characters of the Bible and call them Saints.

These are the Saints with a capital S. They are referred to as Saints because of a special accomplishment and devoutness in their faith journey. The Catholic and Orthodox traditions have strict rules about how to declare a non-biblical person a Saint - us protestants typically only do it for great biblical characters, like Matthew, Mark, Luke, Paul and the likes as Saints.

Today is All Saints Day. On ASD it is important for us to remember that the biblical idea of sainthood is far more universal – lower case “s.”

According to the NT of the Bible everyone who believes in God through Jesus Christ is called one of the saints. 

Biblical definition of sainthood:
A person that has faith in Jesus

So today, when we recognize members and loved ones of faith who have died since last ASD we refer to them as saints not because of their accomplishments but because of their faith in Jesus Christ. 
	Let me just insert here for a moment: If you remember a person today who you miss dearly and you aren’t sure if they had faith in Christ – I want to encourage you to not let that hinder you from remembering them and celebrating what they’ve been to you. I’m sure God will hold you in your grief just as much.
	I also want to make sure to say that you don’t have to have died in order to be considered a saint in the biblical sense. Whether you have died or whether you are alive, it’s your faith in Christ that makes the Bible consider you a saint.

I wonder how Jennifer would feel about all this. Don’t you think that me talking about sainthood would be another great disconnect for people who look at matters of faith from an outside perspective? It’s hard for us Christians to wrap our minds around the idea that we are saints, how much more awkward must it be for someone who wasn’t brought up in matters of biblical faith?!

But maybe there is also an opportunity here. Jennifer asked such a great question: What does God do? Well, one of the great things God does is he invites ordinary people into sainthood! 
Yes, I know, saying it like this sounds disconnectingly awkward let’s therefore stick with what it means:
It is so important and I can’t stress it enough: it is not our perfect behavior that makes us saints, it is the perfect behavior of God’s son, Jesus Christ, and his sacrifice for us that invite us into sainthood. It is not a holiness that we produce that gives us saint-hood status, it is the holiness of God that comes to use through Christ that makes us saints. Being a saint in the biblical sense is absolutely nothing to show off about and I greatly encourage you not to run around and telling your non-believing co-worker that you’re a saint and he is not. That would just create more disconnects.

But the principal behind biblical sainthood holds a wonderful beauty. See, that’s what God does: he reaches into humanity and makes the ordinary special. He restores, changes and transforms. That is what God has been doing from the beginning!

God is a God who… 
· Turns nothing into something when he created the world
· Turn curses into blessings when the world turned away
· Turns death into life when we think that all hope is lost
· Makes sinner saints when we think that’s impossible

That’s what God does - in Jesus Christ - without price for us but at great price for him. 
And that is the story of All Saints Day. It is a day on which we celebrate that God does not put up with this world and our lives the way they are, he transforms, redeems and restores. That is solid Good News.
It is our responsibility and our privilege to communicate this to a culture that is disconnected from this good news. It is our task to find ways to celebrate God’s good news in ways that connects with people. 

It is our job in the church not to come across as better people who have sainthood infused in our veins, but to act as people who are on the same level with everyone else. We are created in God’s beautiful image just like every other person in this world and we testify to our faith that draws us closer to the holy God who changes all things.

Friends, that’s the paradox of our life here on earth. If you have faith in God through Christ, you aren’t better than someone who doesn’t.

It was Martin Luther, the German reformer, who put it eloquently in a nutshell when he coined the phrase:
simul iustus et peccator – Martin Luther
(“Simultaneously righteous and a sinner.”)

That’s who we are, that is what sainthood according to the Bible is. To you that may seem like a huge contradiction (…) but in this contradiction we see reality and truth and I believe in this seeming contradiction we can also overcome great disconnects. Why? Because God is in the business of overcoming disconnects – he overcame to huge disconnect of our humanity that seeks to live life outside of the scope of his healing influence and he bridged the gap through Jesus.

---
3)
So many things when it comes to God seem strange and oddly disconnecting.
Today we heard the opening reading of the Sermon on the Mount with the beatitudes. Jesus said:

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. – Matthew 5:4

That seems like a big disconnect. How can we be blessed when we mourn about the sting of death? Is Jesus taking our grief over loved ones lightly? I don’t think so. Jesus himself grieved when he was confronted with the death of loved ones like his cousin John the Baptist or his good friend Lazarus.

The thing with God is just in what he does: He turns the curse into a blessing, he turns ordinary into extraordinary, he acknowledges pain and offers joy. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven… - Matthew 5:12

This is not a cheap “oh don’t be so sad, it will all be good in the future.” This is God reaching into our sadness here and telling us that there is more than just our sadness. We can’t disconnect our earthly faith with our anticipation of heaven. As followers of Jesus, we are residents of both worlds, this world and the next. Today, as we are faced with the sting of mortality, let’s remember that mortality is not the end with a God who turns things around. 

I don’t know how Jennifer would feel about this sermon? I don’t know – I am grateful for the good question she had for me. 

What does God do?

It’s a great question and it opens a door for another question: What do we/you do?

What will you do?

Do you have a Jennifer in your life. I’m certain you do. Will you live as one of God’s saints, lower case s. Will you engage in the wonderful task of not being lofty and exclusionary about it but inviting and humble. Will you live knowing full well that it is nothing that you did that makes you a saint but that it is all God through Christ. Will you go and do the tasks of a saint?

May we go from here in the power and love of God and do everything in our power to be invitational and attract people to live out the sainthood God has in store for all of us. Let us pray… 
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