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Sunday, April 5, 2026, 8 am 
Sunday, April 5, 2026, 11:15 am  

 

Easter Sunday 
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Easter Blessings to You  
and Your Loved Ones! 

 

Welcome Guests! 
 

We’re glad you’re with us for worship!   
We hope you’ll introduce yourself to the Pastor at the Church door after worship.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Serving in the Lord’s house today: 

8am: Christine Eriksen and Pete Campisi / 11:15am: Carol Chirco and Sharon Haase 
 

Pastor Neil Mittelstaedt 
Pastor Conner Forbes 

www.stjlc.com 
631- 584-5212 

Ministers: All the people of St. James 
 

 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule 
Our regular worship times are: 

Saturdays at 5:30 pm 

Sundays at 8:30 & 10:00 am 
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Prelude 8am: Rejoice! (Chancel Chimes) Cynthia Dobrinski 
              11:15am: Trumpet Prelude (Matthew Raskin, trumpet)  
                                                                                      J.H. Roman, arr. S. Drumond Wolff 
 

Hymn: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome and Invocation 
 

Easter Acclamation 
P Christ is risen! 
C He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
P Jesus said "Everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, 

and I will raise him up at the last day." [John 6:40]  
C Alleluia! 
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Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Easter Proclamation 
P "Do not be afraid," says the Lord. 

"I am the First and the Last. 
 I am the Living one; 
 I was dead, and now look, I am alive forevermore." [Rev 1:17-18] 

C Alleluia 
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The First Reading Acts 10:34-44 
 34So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 
35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36As 
for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he 
is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from 
Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all that he did both 
in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41not to all the people 
but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. 42And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he 
is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43To him all the prophets 
bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.” 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard 
the message.  
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse  

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Reading John 20:1–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
 

  
 1Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was 
still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran and went 
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3So 
Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4Both of them 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  
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5And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then 
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying 
there, 7and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but 
folded up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples went back to their homes. 
 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the 
tomb. 12And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at 
the head and one at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said 
to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 
14Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She 
turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, 
“Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and 
say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he 
had said these things to her.  
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
L Almighty, ever-living God, on this door opening day... 
C ...the stone is rolled away... 
L ...You raised Your Son to life. On this door opening day 
C the gates of heaven are flung wide open to all who believe 
L and one day even the cemeteries shall be opened and our own bodies shall be raised, 

as was Jesus.  
C Satan is crushed! Death is defeated! 
L Now, dear God, open still wider the doors to our hearts 
C that we may die every day to sin and be alive to Christ. 
L Open, too, the doors of opportunity 
C that we may live Your love. 
L Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now 
C and forever. Amen.  



 

7 

 

Hymn: Thine Is the Glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

8 

 

Sermon: Witnesses 
 

Affirmation of Baptismal Covenant 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P We thank You, Almighty God, for the gift of water.  

Over water the Holy Spirit hovered in the beginning of creation.  
Through water You led the children of Israel out of slavery in Egypt into the freedom of 
the Promised Land.  
In water Your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy 
Spirit as the Christ, to lead us through His death and resurrection out from the kingdom 
of darkness into Your Kingdom of life. 

C We thank You, Father, for the water of baptism. 
In it, we were buried with Christ in His death. 
By it, we share in His resurrection. 
Through it, we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.  

P Then let us, on this holy Easter, confess again the faith into which we were baptized. Do 
you believe in God the Father? 

C Yes, I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
       He descended into hell.  
       The third day He rose again from the dead.  
       He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty.  
       From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
       the holy Christian church, the communion of saints,  
       the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
P Do you renounce Satan and all spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
C I do renounce them. 
P Dear Friends, tell me then, who are you? 
C We are God’s beloved Easter people, raised with Christ, assured of eternal 

life.  
P Yes, and given power to start becoming the persons we were made to be. Set your 

minds on things that are above. This Easter morning touch this water, make the sign of 
the cross and remember: you are baptized into Christ!  
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Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
Some time ago we stopped passing the offering plate. There is now a box in the Narthex in 
which you may place your offering. Even more helpful, you may give electronically either by 
using the QR code below or visiting stjlc.com/give. You may also give to God and the work 
of His Church by mailing your offering in.  
 
 
 
 
 

Offering Prayer 
L Heavenly Father, You have opened earth’s good pleasures to us, 
C even as You have opened heaven’s eternal gates. 
L So we open our hearts to You, 
C even as we offer You lives of praise. Alleluia! 
L Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

T  Holy Communion  T 
 

To Our Guests Regarding Holy Communion: 
Holy Communion is a gift Christ gives to His Church. 

In it, He offers His true Body and Blood in and with the bread and wine. 
It is the gift of Himself! 

When received in faith, Holy Communion gives forgiveness, new life & salvation. 
Those who receive the Lord’s Supper at St. James Lutheran Church are baptized Christians, 

committed in their faith in Christ, who have been instructed in and believe these truths. 
(We run classes both for young people and adults – everyone welcome.) 

God bless you! 

  

Preface  
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P It is indeed right and good, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give You 

thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our risen Lord. 
C And now we give You thanks because through Him You have given us eternal 

life 
P and delivered us from the bondage of sin and the fear of death into the glorious liberty 

of the children of God. 
C Therefore with Mary Magdalene, 
P with Simon Peter, and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection,  
C with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,  
P we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:  
 

Sanctus  
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Lord's Prayer 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn: The Day of Resurrection  
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Distribution Hymn: Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven  
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Distribution Hymn: I Know That My Redeemer Lives  

 

 

 
 

Prayer After Communion 
L O Christ, this meal proclaims the death You once died for us. 
C And it gives to us now Your risen life and presence, 
L and the assurance that we will sit at table in the world to come. 
C Thank You! 
L Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen. 
 

Song After Communion: Thank The Lord  
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Benediction  

 

 
 

Announcements 
 

Closing Hymn: Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia!  
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Postlude: Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia! arr. Robert Powell 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A special thank you to all the musicians who shared their gift of 
music with us today. Matthew Raskin – Trumpet, Chancel 
Chimes, Worship Band, Festival Choir, and the King’s Kids 

Choir. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


