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The Holy Spirit 
  
We believe that the Holy Spirit is part of the triune God (Father, Son and Spirit), co-eternal (Hebrews 
9:14) in being and co-equal in power (Luke 1:35; Romans 15:19) and glory (Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 
4:13-14).  
 
From the first verse of the Bible, we can find the Spirit at work, not only in the creation of the world 
(Genesis 1:1), but in the creation of humans (Genesis 1:26). Throughout the Old Testament the Spirit 
continues to be seen empowering humans for wisdom, power, battle and prophecy. 
The Spirit can also be seen working throughout Scripture to lead the followers of God to holiness 
(Romans 15:16; 1 Corinthians 6:11) and to help set the stage for the coming of the Jesus the Messiah. 
Jesus himself told His followers that He would ask the Father to send an Advocate (the Spirit) who 
would never leave them (John 14:16; Acts 9:31). In fact, He said that it was best for the believers if He 
left because then the Spirit would come to bring the conviction of sin, God’s righteousness and coming 
judgment and to be the guide to truth (John 14:26; John 16:7-15). 
After Jesus’ ascension into heaven, the believers gathered and prayed and received the promised 
Spirit. This filling of the Spirit empowered them to be witnesses, telling people everywhere about 
Jesus (Acts 1:8; 2:4) and the remainder of the New Testament is full of evidence of the work of the 
Spirit in and through the lives of the believers. 
 
There is almost no Christianity without the Holy Spirit. If we remove the Spirit from our lives and 
churches, we either become a social club, or an incredibly dry, religious institution lacking vital 
components of our Christian life like revelation, vision, joy, peace, and freedom (Romans 8; 1 
Corinthians 2:10; Galatians 5). We believe it is Spirit who sanctifies us (1 Corinthians 6:11) and it is He 
who inspired the Scriptures and helps us to read and understand them correctly (2 Timothy 3:1; 2 
Peter 1:21). We believe that He gives every believer unique gifts for the support of the body and the 
work of the kingdom (1 Corinthians 12). We believe that He is awesome in power (Romans 15:19), He 
searches all things (1 Corinthians 2:10), He desires fellowship with us, (2 Corinthians 13:14), He is 
grieved by our sin (Ephesians 4:30) and He gives us tongues/words to speak and pray (Romans 8:26-
27). 
 
We believe that the Spirit continues to be at work even today, filling, empowering, convicting and 
guiding us into truth, among many other roles (1Corinthians 12:8; Isaiah 11:2; John 16:13; Matthew 
12:28; Romans 15:19). Believers receive the Spirit upon receiving Jesus as Savior (1 Corinthians 3:16; 
16:9) and are further filled and empowered for faith and action as the Spirit intends (Acts 2:4; 4:31; 
8:17; 10:45; 19:6).  


