
A few years ago, I found the perfect pair of shoes. For 
me, that was quite the feat. No pun intended. I walked 
many, many miles in those shoes. When they began to 
wear out and get a bit uncomfortable, I bought insoles. 
For a couple of years, I just kept buying insoles to make 
them more comfortable when my feet would begin to 
hurt. I searched for a new pair to replace them for a long 
time. Finally, I found the same pair of shoes and bought 
replacements. What I didn’t remember was the break-in 
period in which my feet hurt for the first couple of weeks. I had grown so accustomed to the 
level of comfort that those shoes had provided me throughout the years that I had forgotten 
the first few weeks of discomfort. 

So, why am I talking about shoes and why should you care? I’m reminded of a story from 
the Old Testament. In Deuteronomy 29, God renews His covenant with Israel after their 
wandering in the wilderness for forty years. Moses addresses the people and points out in 
verse five that he had led them through the wilderness for forty years and their clothes and 
their shoes never wore out. He goes on to point out that they went without some things so 
that they could know that Yahweh is God. As I read this, I began to think about what my old 
shoes would have looked like after forty years of wear. I was glad to get what use I did out 
of them. Honestly, had they not been falling apart, I would have gladly worn them another 
few years. 

But there is more to this story that speaks to my heart. The verses preceding these reveal 
another truth. Verses three and four reveal that while the Israelites enjoyed clothes and 
shoes that did not wear out, they also did not perceive that God was doing this work for 
them. Even through all the signs and wonders shown to that generation, they did not recog-
nize that God was the one ensuring that they had enough. As a matter of fact, I recall sever-
al stories from that generation in which they even complained about the Lord’s provision!

My deep hope for our body is that we would not be like that generation. My prayer is that 
I do not become like that generation. While a pair of shoes may 
seem a small thing in the grand story of Christ at work in me, I 
wonder what I can learn from Israel’s history to help me under-
stand God at work in my life. Honestly, I got way more life out of 
that pair of shoes than I should have. While there were moments 
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of discomfort, my feet were covered. And when it was time for something new, God provid-
ed in His time. Even though I have shoes that look the same as the old ones, they are new. 
There are many miles ahead of them, as well as several sets of insoles, I’m sure. 

The big picture here, for me, is that we have come through a season in which we were hop-
ing God would show His faithful provision to us at Northside. I’ve spent months praying for 
“enough.” I know many of you have done the same. Hindsight, I can see that we always had 
enough. We never truly lacked anything that we needed, and what we did lack was a means 
of pointing us to the Lord. I would challenge you to see where we are now as “new shoes.” 
We are no longer wondering whether the Lord will provide, we know He does and will. We 
are no longer looking for enough, but we have enough. As we move forward, let’s appreci-
ate God’s providence through our past and expect it in our future. The shoes may look the 
same, but there is new life and many, many more miles ahead for them. There could be a 
bit of discomfort at first, but we’ll get broken in soon. It’s time for us to stop searching for 
the light at the end of the tunnel and start walking in that light and allowing the world to 
see what the Lord has done for and in us! That is my prayer for our body and I hope that it 
is your prayer as well! Let’s walk this new season out together, encouraging one another in 
the grace of Jesus, who has, is, and will be all that we need! Don’t forget to be thankful for 
where we have been and what He has done, and don’t forget to look forward to where He is 
leading us. My old shoes went into the trash can as soon as the new ones arrived. I appre-
ciated what they were, but I only wear the new ones now. While we would certainly not leave 
the rich history of what the Lord has done in and through Northside in the trash, we know 
that He has new and great things prepared for us! I pray we can put them on and leave the 
old things where they belong:

 “Forgetting what is behind, and reaching forward to what is ahead, I pursue as my goal the 
prize promised by God’s heavenly call in Christ Jesus.” – Philippians 3:13-14

A Word on Worship
From Pastor Scott

This month’s Word on Worship comes from Scott Hub-
bard writing for The Worship Initiative in a devotional 
based on the song The Greatness of Our God by Hill-
song.

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and his 
greatness is unsearchable. (Psalm 145:3) 

You could sooner count the grains of sand on every 
seashore, or reach the edge of the farthest galaxy, or tread every square foot of the ocean’s 
floor, or touch the leaves of every tree on every mountain than you could search out the 
greatness of our God. His greatness is expansive, abundant, eternal, magnificent — in a 
word, unsearchable.

King David, finding himself enveloped in such greatness, sought to capture the unsearch-
able in the most fitting way a finite creature can. For a Hebrew man like him, that meant 
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writing an acrostic psalm of praise, a song that celebrates God’s greatness from aleph to tav 
(or from A to Z). Psalm 145 is an alphabet of God’s unsearchable greatness, focusing espe-
cially on three facets of this infinite jewel: his mercy, his power, and his generosity.

Great in Mercy
 
For many today, the mercy of God is simply assumed. The poet Heinrich Heine once said, 
“Of course God will forgive me; that’s his job” — and millions today think similarly of God’s 
mercy. Having been catechized in the societal religion of self-affirmation, many live as if the 
mercy of God is simply a given.

Not so for David. For him and his people, the greatness of God’s mercy was a doctrine too 
wonderful to believe — except that God himself had spoken it. And so, again and again, 
the Old Testament writers returned to that moment when God, on the fiery slopes of Sinai, 
spoke mercy over a people sinking in sin:

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Psalm 
145:8; see Exodus 34:6)

And then, riffing on that familiar and precious refrain, David sings,

The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made. (Psalm 145:9)

Wherever we find the work of God’s hands, we find also the presence of God’s mercy. He is 
merciful, and his mercy rests over all that he has made — forgiving the repentant, summon-
ing the stubborn, drawing the hardhearted — for the greatness of his mercy is unsearch-
able.

Great in Power 

When God shows us mercy, however, he also folds us into a kingdom where he shows us 
so much more. Mercy is the passport welcoming us into God’s country, where we not only 
thank him for his mercy, but praise him for his power.

 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power, to make known to 
the children of man your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. (Psalm 
145:11–12)

The power of God is a frightening prospect apart from the mercy of God. But those forgiven 
by God are now free to sing with one of David’s sons, “You rule over the kingdoms of the 
nations. In your hand are power and might, so that none is able to withstand you” (2 Chron-
icles 20:6). Egypt couldn’t withstand him. The peoples of Canaan couldn’t withstand him. 
The Philistines and the Edomites and the Moabites couldn’t withstand him.

And from where we stand now, we know that many more enemies have tried, but none 
could withstand him: not a whip and nails, not a cross and crown of thorns, not Pilate and 
Herod, not death or the devil. And so, safe behind the shield of his mercy, we praise our 
all-conquering Christ — for the greatness of his power is unsearchable.



Great in Generosity 

Mercy and power — within these high, unbreakable walls, the people of God enjoy yet an-
other dimension of God’s greatness: his abounding and specific generosity. From one an-
gle, God’s generosity, like his mercy, rests over all that he has made:

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You open your 
hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Psalm 145:15–16)

The generosity of God rains over all and every, including those who give credit to false gods 
for the bounty (Matthew 5:44–45; Acts 14:16–17). But from another angle, the generosity of 
God rests especially on the heads of his people:

He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; he also hears their cry and saves them. (Psalm 
145:19)

Those who fear God know layers of God’s generosity that the unbelieving cannot. They not 
only eat the bread he provides, drink the water he gives, and sleep on the beds he made, 
but they also watch him fulfill, again and again, their desire to have more of him. Even with 
bellies full and bodies healthy, they know God’s best gift is more of God. So they praise him 
— for the greatness of his generosity is unsearchable.

Unsearchable Greatness, Unending Praise 

As the acrostic arrives at the end of the alphabet, David calls us to embody the only fitting 
response to God’s unsearchable greatness:

My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and 
ever. (Psalm 145:21)

Forever and ever, we will sing of God’s mercy, exalt God’s power, and recount God’s gener-
osity — and we will never reach their end. For unsearchable greatness furnishes more than 
enough reasons for unending praise.

Welcoming New Members!

We have been so very blessed to see more new faces in our congregation! On February 
12th, we will take time to welcome new members. If your family has been attending and 
is interested in the next step, we’d love to meet with you about membership! For the first 
step in the process, visit our website or click the link in the app titled “Become a Member.” 
There are a series of short videos that tell you about who we are and some basic beliefs that 
we share as a congregation regarding salvation, baptism, and church membership. After 
watching these videos, get with one of our pastors or elders and let them know you’d like 
to become a member. We’ll want to sit down and get to know you and your testimony. After 
that, you’re family! On the 12th, we will have a special part of the service when we con-
firm our covenant relationship together with your family as a church. If you have questions, 
please feel free to reach out to Pastor Brandon or any of our other pastors or elders.



Facility and Project Updates

At the end of January, we entered an agreement with Church Mutual to extend the statute 
of limitations on our claim. Our original ending date was 2/21/23. Understanding that we 
were only one of the likely hundreds of claims that occurred as a result of the winter storm 
that damaged our building, both parties agreed to an extension of no more than 60 days 
in hopes that a non-lawsuit resolution can be found. Should that not be the case, as soon 
as we hear from the insurance company, we will file suit through our legal team which has 
been working with us through this. That process would likely take at least another year. 

In light of this, the elders voted to move forward with a few projects to ensure that we are 
maintaining our facilities well and addressing some aesthetic issues as well. You’ll notice 
that there is now a curtain hung in the Activity Center (former Sanctuary) on the stage. This 
area has served as storage for a while now. The curtain will serve as an aesthetic barrier 
to that area and should help keep our children from feeling as if they can use this area for 
play. The baptistery is still accessible and cracks in the tub will be repaired soon so that we 
can use this again. The center curtain can be moved during these times.

We have also ordered ventilation fans for our bathrooms. These should be installed over the 
next couple of weeks. For years we have had issues with our bathrooms not having proper 
ventilation, this will help all of the issues that come along with that. 

We will be putting together a modular desk unit in the Worship Center for the protection of 
our audio and video equipment in the back. Because this equipment is not cheap to replace, 
it was determined that protecting it was an important aspect of the stewardship of that 
equipment. This desk unit, along with the curtains from the Activity Center, and the ventila-
tion fans will be usable in our new facility. 

We have had to have roof work done on both the school and church facilities in the last 
months, but everything seems to be in good repair at this point. We have a leak in a window 
in building two that will need attention soon and we are looking for someone who can do 
this work. 

Finally, we have acquired chain-link fencing for a fence project behind the school. We will 
be enclosing a large portion of the field behind the school and CEC to expand the safe area 
in which our students can enjoy recess and PE. This will enable us to move many of our 
PE classes from the parking lot onto a safer surface for the kids to play, as well as provide 
safety for our campus from unwanted neighborhood foot traffic that currently likes to use 
the field as a shortcut. We are gathering information on costs for the remaining materials 
needed to finish the project. 

Through all of this, God has provided and seemingly kept the needle from moving in our 
building fund! We currently have around $13,000 in this fund which is set aside exclusively 
for facility maintenance and improvement. Praise God for taking care of our every need!
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Giving Update
God. Is. Good. 

He. Is. Enough.

We continue to praise God as He provides exactly what we need, exacly when we need it. 
Continue to pray for those who partner with us in this ministry. God continues to add and 
knit faithful stewards into our body of believers! Pray that we can be faithful toward Him in 
return.

We will have opportunities to give above and beyond our regular giving as youth camp and 
VBS approach. Sow generously and watch the harvest come in kind. 

-Pastor Brandon

The chart below reflects giving through the month of December. If you have any questions 
about giving or finances, feel free to call the church office and we’ll make time to discuss 
any thoughts or concerns you may have. (903) 693-6366


