
While it may be a bit cliché to share a message on thankfulness for the month of Novem-
ber, I have to say that there is not a singular thing more 
present in my heart as I write. With November in full 
swing, we have seen the provision of the Lord bring us 
through the first quarter of our fiscal year. We have not 
lacked any thing in this time. We have seen our ministry 
grow in number of people reached and, in the breadth 
and scope of how we do so. What a time to be thankful!

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with 
praise. Give thanks to Him and bless His name. For the 
Lord is good, and his faithful love endures forever; His 
faithfulness, through all generations.” – Psalm 100:4-5

We all approach the Lord from a different place. Some approach from a position of illness 
or physical weakness; and others from a place a spiritual drought. Some seek the Lord from 
times of trouble and others seek to praise Him for times of prosperity and strength. Re-
gardless of where you are currently or the season from which you approach the Lord, let 
us do so with thanksgiving in our hearts and praise on our lips. Thanking God in the midst 
trouble may be difficult, but it sets our focus on Christ and not ourselves or our situations. 

“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-17

When we seek to do His will in every situation, we become thankful for His provision, pro-
tection, and presence. We know that we cannot accomplish His will for our lives without 
Him. With this in mind, whether we are found wanting or full, strong or weak, confident 
or fearful, bold or timid; we approach the Lord with thankful hearts, making place for His 
praise in the midst of our situations. Our hearts and minds are conformed to the will of 
the Lord when we approach Him with hearts of thanksgiving and praise. The heart full of 
thanksgiving looks past the things of earth and toward things above. While we might lack 

in the physical, we know that we have all we need in Christ. My 
prayer is that as we rejoice together in the sufficiency of Christ, 
that we will be filled with praise and satisfied with His presence. 
May the Lord bless you in this season!

November 2022

The Thankful Heart
From Pastor Brandon
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A Word on Worship
From Pastor Scott

This month our Word on Worship comes from Scott Hubbard, a writer for The Worship Ini-
tiative. He wrote the following concerning the popular worship song Yes and Amen.
All the promises of God find their Yes in him. (2 Corinthians 1:20)

When we take our stand on the promises of God, we are resting on words sturdy as the 
mountains, sure as the seasons, faithful as the sunrise. God himself tells us so. After giving 
one of the greatest promises in the Old Testament — the promise of a new covenant (Jere-
miah 31:31–34) — God tells his people,

Thus says the Lord,
who gives the sun for light by day
and the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night,
who stirs up the seas so that its waves roar —
the Lord of hosts is his name:
“If this fixed order departs
from before me, declares the Lord,
then shall the offspring of Israel cease
from being a nation before me forever.” (Jeremiah 31:35–36)

God’s promises to his people will fail as soon as the sun no longer shines, or the moon fails 
to rise, or the tides refuse to ebb. God’s promises will fail as soon as God himself stops up-
holding the universe.

Sure as the Seasons

From the beginning, God has not been content merely to speak his promises. He has regu-
larly, in one way or another, sought to strengthen our little faith by attaching his promises 
to symbols that we can see, taste, and touch. “He knows our frame; he remembers that we 
are dust” (Psalm 103:14), and so he condescends to give us signs.

In Noah’s day, for example, God pledged his covenant grace to the eight survivors of the 
flood by placing his rainbow in the clouds (Genesis 9:12–17). As long as they were able to 
spot a rainbow after rain, God would not bring another flood upon the earth.

When Job’s faith in God’s goodness and wisdom staggered to the point of breaking, God 
paraded before him his wonders in creation, from the snow and the hail to the horse and 
the mountain goat (Job 38–41). Whenever Job began to doubt, he need only reflect on the 
“wondrous works of God” strewn so bountifully through the earth (Job 37:14).

Consider the Lilies

Our Lord Jesus, too, taught us to bolster our faith by opening our eyes outside. Instead of 
simply saying, “Do not be anxious,” he tells us to “look at the birds of the air” and “consider 
the lilies of the field” (Matthew 6:26, 28). As long as the birds are fed, and the lilies clothed, 
God’s children need not worry about their daily bread.



No wonder Thomas Chisholm, when writing his great hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” 
gained assurance from the seasons:

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above;

Join with all nature in manifold witness,
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.

Wherever we look, “the earth is full of the 
steadfast love of the Lord” (Psalm 33:5; 119:64). For those who are in Christ, however, God 
has given us a sign of his faithfulness that surpasses everything else in all creation.

Bread and Wine

After Jeremiah’s promise of a new covenant, God’s people waited over five hundred years 
for the covenant to appear. Centuries of seasons and sunrises came and went. Another 
summer, another winter, another morning, another evening passed without the promise’s 
fulfillment.

But then, in an upper room in Jerusalem, Jesus took a loaf of bread and broke it, saying, 
“Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Drink 
of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:26–28).

In the death and resurrection of Jesus, the new covenant has dawned — and with it, all the 
promises prophesied by Jeremiah: “I will put my law within them.” “I will be their God.” “They 
shall all know me.” “I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more” (Jere-
miah 31:33–34).

What signs did Jesus give to assure us of his covenant love? Bread and wine, his body and 
his blood. Whenever we take the bread and wine in our hands, God bids us to remember 
by faith, “As surely as Jesus’s body was broken, so sure is his steadfast love to me. And as 
surely as his blood was spilled, so sure is my forgiveness in him.”



Yes and Amen

For those with faith, these simple signs of bread and wine are far greater than the signs that 
God gave through Jeremiah. For one day, the cycle of the seasons will stop, and the sun, 
moon, and stars will fall from the sky. But even though “heaven and earth will pass away,” 
Jesus tells us, “my words will not pass away” (Matthew 24:35).

The new-covenant promises of forgiveness will not pass away, even though all the earth 
does. Indeed, they cannot pass away. For they rest on something sturdier than the moun-
tains, surer than the seasons, more faithful than the sunrise: the conquering love of Christ, 
in whom every promise is yes and amen.

Opportunities to Serve
 
Nursery Ministry: We currently need more workers willing to teach a brief lesson geared 
toward the nursery age level. We have simple curriculum that walks you through the lesson. 
A willing heart and the love of God is really all that you need!

Nursing Home Ministry: Carthage Healthcare would like someone to come weekly and 
minister to their residents from the Word. Day and time is flexible. This is a precious group 
of people that are often overlooked and many are hungry for ministy. We currently and have 
had members here in the past. Speak with Pastor Brandon about serving in this way. 

Intercessory Prayer: Many of our members get prayer requests through our app notifica-
tions and are faithful to pray for those as they come through. There are often times in which 
those in need of prayer don’t wish to have their request sent out through the entire body. 
There are also things that come up in ministry that require more prayer and we would love 
those who are comitted intercessors to be available to pray in those times. If you would like 
to be a part of our intercessory prayer team, contact Pastor Brandon.

Panola County Prayer Task Force: This ministry is being sponsored by the Panola County 
Ministerial Felowship and supported by the Marshall Prayer Task Force from Marshall, Tx. 
Participants will have the opportunity to be paired as an individual or famliy with one of our 
first responders in Panola County. You will have the priviledge of being their prayer warrior 
for 12 months, lifting them up in prayer as they serve our county. This is a great opportuni-
ty to invest in our community! Check with Pastor Brandon for more information.

Children’s Ministry Update
For the months of November and December we will not have dedicated ministry to children 
on Sunday mornings. We are so thankful for the years of dedication and service that Bri-
an and Naomi Fincher, along with others coming alongside to help, have blessed our body 
with! We have strategically taken this time to give the Finchers a much-deserved time of 
rest from this ministry and are using the time to gain a new vision for ministry to children 
on Sunday mornings. 

So, what does this mean? 



We are moving to a season in which our children will be 
with us for the Sunday Morning worship service. While 
we realize that many children and parents have enjoyed 
having dedicated ministry to children during our reg-
ular service time on Sundays, we also see the need for 
our children to become educated on and equipped for 
ministry within the body. As Sunday morning is our pri-
mary time for corporate ministry, it becomes the best 
time for families to practice worshipping together, and 
for the body as a whole to worship and sit under teach-
ing together. This is a very important part of raising 
children to be productive members of a church body. 

Children can be seen as a distraction or a blessing; an 
inconvenience or an important opportunity to raise up 
the next generation of the church. Let us move forward 
with the understanding that our children are important 
and that their understanding of the church and corpo-
rate times of worship is important as well. They are still 

encouraged to come and participate in children’s ministry on Wednesday nights and will be 
encouraged to get focused and dedicated ministry to children with future ministry on Sun-
days.

The next major change will include a return to providing Sunday school for children on Sun-
day mornings. This is what this time of rest, prayer, and preparation is for. Sunday school 
is a vital time for children and adults alike. We want everyone to be able to attend Sunday 
school. We understand that not having this for children likely prevents many adults with 
children from attending our adult classes. We hope to have Sunday school opened up for all 
ages in the coming months and we pray that it will be a blessing to our body. 

Upcoming Events:Upcoming Events:
Family Life EventFamily Life Event

- Nov. 13th- Nov. 13th

OCC Collection WeekOCC Collection Week
- Nov. 14th-21st- Nov. 14th-21st

Senior LunchSenior Lunch
- Nov.17th- Nov.17th

Community Thanksgiving Community Thanksgiving 
ServiceService

- Nov. 20th- Nov. 20th



Operation Christmas Child
Its time again to begin collecting items for Operation Christmas Child! It is a blessing to 
share the gospel with children all around the world through this ministry of Samaritan’s 
Purse. For years now we have had the privilege of packing boxes as a church and individ-
ual families for this global outreach mission. We’ll be sharing videos and encouragements 
from OCC in our services as the season progresses. We encourage each family or individual 
in our church to prayerfully consider picking up a box from the foyer or buying a container 
from the store and filling it with small gifts to be sent to a child of a specific age range and 
gender. The joy of preparing the box is a blessing and knowing that the box you pack will 
be involved in a direct gospel presentation to a child somewhere is a fulfilling experience. 
This is a great way to teach children and remind adults that it is truly better to give than to 
receive. Look for more information and boxes in the foyer!

THANK YOU!!!
It is such a joy to serve the body of believers at Northside Christian Center! We are so very 
grateful for the many ways in which our church has shown its love and appreciation for its 
pastors. Each of us thank God for you and are always overwhelmed by the prayers and sup-
port we recieve from our church. Thank you for every card, gift, and word of encouragement 
you have given, showing your appreciation. Our families love and appreciate you all!

-Pastors Aaron, Brandon, and Scott

Giving Update
Oftentimes our giving update consists solely of information and encouragements regarding 
our “bottom line.” I wanted to begin this update with some rejoicing about giving in our last 
month.

It was such a blessing to see our body give to Mission Carthage last month. Our church and 
school gave $1,004.51 to help with Thanksgiving food boxes for those in our community! 
our goal was $1,000 for the purchase of canned corn and sweet potatoes. We exceded this 
goal, reflecting Paul’s admonishment in 2 Corinthians 8:7 to excel in the grace of giving.

When brother Gary Tebbe joined us to share the work in Peru, you were given an opportuni-
ty to give a special gift toward that ministry. Our church gave a collective $1,500 to aide the 
Tebbe family in their mission work in Peru. Brother Gary was overwhelmed by the love and 
generosity shown from our body. 

We shared with our school families that a payment was due in October for the curriculum 
purchased for this school year. The bill for this curriculum was $3,500. We recieved every-
thing we needed to pay this bill!

We have begun the month of November and have made our first payroll of the month. The 
Lord continues to provide for this ministry through the generous, gracious, and cheerful 
giving of our church body and those partnering with us in ministry. Praise the Lord!



November 2022

Commit to pray for our ministry as we seek to serve the Lord and trust HIm for His perfect 
provision. We are trusting for enough, whatever the Lord determines that to be. We are in a 
season of walking in faith that will require us to pray continually, serve wholeheartedly, love 
unconditionally, and give sacrificially. This is what the church has been called to do since its 
birth at Pentecost. And the Holy Spirit, freely given there, provides the stregnth and peace 
we need to do this. We are praying that He sustains you in this season. May the Lord bless 
you as you do your part for this kingdom work!

- Pastor Brandon

The chart below reflects giving through the month of October. If you have any questions 
about giving or finances, feel free to call the church office and we’ll make time to discuss 
any thoughts or concerns you may have. (903) 693-6366


