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REFORMATION                         October 25 & 26, 2026 
Welcome to Worship! Today we rejoice in the wonderful promise of Jesus: “If the Son sets you 

free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36). But free from what? Jesus reminds us that our greatest 

bondage is not to earthly rulers but to sin itself. No matter how hard we try, we cannot free 

ourselves or earn our salvation. That is why the message of the Reformation is such good news! 

We are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone! Through His death and 

resurrection, Jesus has broken the chains of sin, conquered death, and made us God's forgiven and 

beloved children. As we worship today, may we find our hope and confidence not in ourselves, 

but in Jesus Christ, our Savior, our Freedom, and our Mighty Fortress!  

1st Time Guests: We’re glad you’re here and invite you to stop by the Welcome Center near the 

center aisle after the service for a hospitality gift. It’s a chance to learn more about our 

congregation & ministries. We hope you’ll join us again! 

Please register your attendance and Communion in the Record of Fellowship. 

A “Wee Wiggle Room” is below the Narthex. A Comfort Room is in the Atrium.  

Bible Classes meet in Fellowship Hall. Adult Information Class meet upstairs in Heritage Room. 

Sunday School will not meet today. 

Children’s Activity Bags are located in the Narthex. Please return after worship. 

Where do I put my offering? You can place gifts in the offering plate near each entrance or the 

boxes on the west wall of the narthex or in the chapel.   

Cell Phones: Please remember to silence cell phones and electronics during worship. 

Holy Communion will be offered at 9:00 & 7:00. If you are not a confirmed member of the 

Lutheran Church and wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms when at the rail. Gluten free 

wafers are in plastic sleeves. If you prefer an individual cup, please take one from the tray. Wine 

with alcohol removed is in the center.   

+ DIVINE SERVICE I, Page 151 + 

THE    PRELUDE: “Lord, Keep us Steadfast in Your Word” – W.F. Bach 

THE HYMN: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                                       Hymn 656  

1 A mighty fortress is our God,    A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need    That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe Now means deadly woe; 

    Deep guile and great might   Are his dread arms in fight; On earth is not his equal. 
 

2 With might of ours can naught be done,    Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the valiant One,    Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is, 

    Of Sabaoth Lord,  And there’s none other God; He holds the field forever. 
 

3 Though devils all the world should fill,    All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill;    They shall not overpow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, 

    He can harm us none.   He’s judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him. 

 



4 The Word they still shall let remain    Nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain    With His good gifts and Spirit. 
And take they our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife, 

   Though these all be gone,  Our vict’ry has been won; The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
Text: Public domain 

THE  INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.     

C Amen. 

P      If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

THE   CONFESSION 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 

THE   ABSOLUTION 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C   Amen. 

THE   KYRIE     

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.   

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.                    

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord.          

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

C Amen. 

THE  HYMN OF PRAISE: “Gloria in Excelsis”  

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 



C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

 We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 

 You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

 For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 

 You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

THE   PRAYER FOR THE DAY: (we pray together)  

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us 

steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us 

against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
 

THE  WORD OF THE MONTH: (We speak together) “If you abide in my word, you are truly 

my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  John 8:31-32 

 

THE  FIRST READING:  Revelation 14:6-7 

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those 

who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud 

voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship 

him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God! 

THE   EPISTLE READING: Romans 3:19-28 

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 

mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of 

the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of 

sin. But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 

and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 

all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 

God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show 

his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a 

law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from 

works of the law. 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God! 

THE   ALLELUIA AND VERSE: C:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 



THE   GOSPEL:  John 8:31-36       C: Glory to You, O Lord.  

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him, “We 

are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You 

will become free’?”  Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits 

sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So 

if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

+++  9:00 & 7:00 THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 

men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 

the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe 

in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 

the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 

+++ 11:15 APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe 

in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE   HYMN: “The Church’s One Foundation”                                        Hymn 644 

1 The Church’s one foundation    Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is His new creation    By water and the Word. 

From heav’n He came and sought her    To be His holy bride; 

With His own blood He bought her,    And for her life He died. 
 

2 Elect from ev’ry nation,    Yet one o’er all the earth; 

Her charter of salvation:    One Lord, one faith, one birth. 

One holy name she blesses,    Partakes one holy food, 

And to one hope she presses    With ev’ry grace endued. 

 



3 Though with a scornful wonder    The world sees her oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder,    By heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping;    Their cry goes up, “How long?” 

And soon the night of weeping    Shall be the morn of song. 
 

4 Through toil and tribulation    And tumult of her war 

She waits the consummation    Of peace forevermore 

Till with the vision glorious    Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great Church victorious    Shall be the Church at rest. 
 

5 Yet she on earth has union    With God, the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion    With those whose rest is won. 

O blessèd heav’nly chorus!    Lord, save us by Your grace 

That we, like saints before us,    May see You face to face. 
Text: Public domain 

 

THE   SERMON: “From Slaves to Sons: Free Indeed!” 

 

THE OFFERTORY: Page 159 

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

THE   PRAYERS 

+++ 9:00 & 7:00 THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT, page 160 

P The Lord be with you.      C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.           C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary…  evermore praising You and saying:   

C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are full of your 

glory.  Hosanna.  Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the 

name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING, LORD’S PRAYER AND WORD’S OF OUR LORD 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C Amen.   

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 



9:00 THE SANCTUS: “Isaiah, Mighty Seer in Days of Old” 

9:00 ANTHEM: “Have You Not Known” -K. Lee Scott 

Distribution Hymns: 617, 578, 909, 566, 555 
 

 617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee, 

In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 

Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish 

Our weak souls that they may flourish:     O Lord, have mercy! 

May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, That our sins and sorrows did carry, 

And Thy blood for us plead In all trial, fear, and need:  O Lord, have mercy! 
 

2 Thy holy body into death was given, Life to win for us in heaven. 

No greater love than this to Thee could bind us; 

May this feast thereof remind us!     O Lord, have mercy! 

Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee 

That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. All our debt Thou hast paid; 

Peace with God once more is made:    O Lord, have mercy! 
 

3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor That we follow Christ our Savior 

And live together here in love and union 

Nor despise this blest Communion!     O Lord, have mercy! 

Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us; 

Give Thy Church, Lord, to see Days of peace and unity:  O Lord, have mercy! 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725 

 

578 “Thy Strong Word”                       
1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;    At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee,    While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia!    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia!    Alleluia without end! 
 

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,    Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation,    Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia!    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia!    Alleluia without end! 
 

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;    Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory,    And our lives our hopes confess. 

Alleluia, alleluia!    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia!    Alleluia without end! 
 

4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 

From the cross forever beameth    All Thy bright redeeming light. 



Alleluia, alleluia!    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia!    Alleluia without end! 
 

5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory,    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us,    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia!    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias,    Alleluias without end! 
 

 6 God the Father, light-creator,    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten,    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer,    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever    Praise the holy Trinity! 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725 

 

909  “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”  

1 Christ is made the sure foundation,    Christ, our head and cornerstone, 

Chosen of the Lord and precious,    Binding all the Church in one; 

Holy Zion’s help forever    And our confidence alone. 
 

2 To this temple, where we call You,    Come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; 

Come with all Your loving-kindness,    Hear Your people as they pray; 

And Your fullest benediction    Shed within these walls today. 
 

3 Grant, we pray, to all Your faithful    All the gifts they ask to gain; 

What they gain from You, forever    With the blessèd to retain; 

And hereafter in Your glory    Evermore with You to reign. 
 

 4 Praise and honor to the Father,    Praise and honor to the Son, 

Praise and honor to the Spirit,    Ever three and ever one: 

One in might and one in glory    While unending ages run! 
Text: Public domain 

 

566 By Grace I’m Saved 

1 By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless;    My soul, believe and doubt it not. 

Why stagger at this word of promise?    Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 

No! Then this word must true remain: By grace you too will life obtain. 
 

2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit;    Our works and conduct have no worth. 

God in His love sent our Redeemer,    Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 

His death did for our sins atone, And we are saved by grace alone. 
 

3 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior,    Came down to earth to bear our sin. 

Was it because of your own merit    That Jesus died your soul to win? 

No, it was grace, and grace alone, That brought Him from His heav’nly throne. 
 

4 By grace! This ground of faith is certain;    As long as God is true, it stands. 

What saints have penned by inspiration,    What in His Word our God commands, 

Our faith in what our God has done Depends on grace—grace through His Son. 
 



5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble,    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,    The Father’s heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure If grace were not my anchor sure? 
 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart’s condition,    I also know my Savior’s voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown Since I am saved by grace alone. 
Text: Public domain 

 
555 Salvation unto Us Has Come 

1 Salvation unto us has come    By God’s free grace and favor; 

Good works cannot avert our doom,    They help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, Who did for all the world atone; 

    He is our one Redeemer. 
 

2 What God did in His Law demand    And none to Him could render 

Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand    For man, the vile offender. 

Our flesh has not those pure desires The spirit of the Law requires, 

    And lost is our condition. 
 

3 It was a false, misleading dream    That God His Law had given 

That sinners could themselves redeem    And by their works gain heaven. 

The Law is but a mirror bright To bring the inbred sin to light 

    That lurks within our nature. 
 

4 From sin our flesh could not abstain,    Sin held its sway unceasing; 

The task was useless and in vain,    Our guilt was e’er increasing. 

None can remove sin’s poisoned dart Or purify our guileful heart— 

    So deep is our corruption. 
 

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled    Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled,    Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 

    Which over us impended. 
 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made    And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad    And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, Your death is now my life indeed, 

    For You have paid my ransom. 
 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see    Your Word cannot be broken; 

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!”    No falsehood have You spoken. 

Baptized into Your precious name, My faith cannot be put to shame, 

    And I shall never perish. 

 

8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin    And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in    The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; The Law no peace can ever give, 

    No comfort and no blessing. 



 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone    And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known,    With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; Works serve our neighbor and supply 

    The proof that faith is living. 

 

 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace;    All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, You have revealed Your saving love; 

    Your blessèd name we hallow. 
Text: Public domain 

 

THE  POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy  

with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

THE   POST COMMUNION COLLECT 

THE   BENEDICTION 

THE   CLOSING HYMN: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                         Hymn 702 

1 My faith looks up to Thee,Thou Lamb of Calvary,    Savior divine. 

Now hear me while I pray; Take all my guilt away; O let me from this day 

    Be wholly Thine! 
 

2 May Thy rich grace impart Strength to my fainting heart; My zeal inspire! 

As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my love to Thee Pure, warm, and changeless be, 

    A living fire! 
 

3 While life’s dark maze I tread And griefs around me spread, Be Thou my guide; 

Bid darkness turn to day, Wipe sorrow’s tears away, Nor let me ever stray 

    From Thee aside. 
 

4 When ends life’s transient dream, When death’s cold, sullen stream 

    Shall o’er me roll, Blest Savior, then, in love, 

Fear and distrust remove; O bear me safe above,  A ransomed soul! 
Text: Public domain 

THE   POSTLUDE: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” -J.N. Hanff 

+++ 

Preacher: Pastor Bloch Lector: Vicar Genszler  

Liturgists: Pastor Blomenberg & Pastor Fredstrom Organist: Mr. Paul Scheiderer  

Adult & Youth Choir(9:00) Brass Ensembles(9:00) 
Immanuel’s mission is to connect people to the life, calling, and community of Christ.  Founded in 1870, Immanuel 
is a member of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  We believe the Bible is God’s inspired Word and that we are 
saved by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ, who died for our sins.  Please take a brochure from the Information 
Center, or visit us on-line at www.immanuelseymour.com. 
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