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THE 4th SUNDAY IN LENT March 15 & 16, 2026

Welcome to Worship! Guides serve a very important role in our lives. We rely on them
to use their knowledge and skill to guide us through uncharted paths. A good guide is a
necessity and how quickly can things go bad when we trust the wrong one. God has
faithfully guided His people throughout Scripture and promises to continue to guide
them today.

Please register your attendance and Communion in the Record of Fellowship.

A “Wee Wiggle Room” is below the Narthex. A Comfort Room is in the Atrium.

Children’s Activity Bags are located in the Narthex. Please return after worship.

Sunday School classes meet UPSTAIRS. Adult Bible Classes are in the Fellowship Hall.

Adult Information Class meets in the Heritage Room. All are welcome!

Where do I put my offering? You can place gifts in the offering plate near each entrance
or the boxes on the west wall of the narthex or in the chapel.

Cell Phones: Please remember to silence cell phones and electronics during worship.

Holy Communion will be at the 11:15 service. If you are not a confirmed member of the
Lutheran Church and wish to receive a blessing, please cross your arms when standing at
the rail. Gluten free wafers are in plastic sleeves. If you prefer an individual cup, please
take one from the tray. Wine with alcohol removed is in the tray center.

DIVINE SERVICE III, Page 184 +

THE PRELUDE: “Rise My Soul to Watch and Pray” -Kevin Hildebrand

+++ 9:00 THE HYMN: “See This Wonder in the Making” Hymn 593
1 See this wonder in the making: God Himself this child is taking
As a lamb safe in His keeping, His to be, awake or sleeping.

2 Miracle each time it happens As the door to heaven opens
And the Father beams, “Beloved, Heir of gifts a king would covet!”

3 Far more tender than a mother, Far more caring than a father,
God, into Your arms we place them, With Your love and peace embrace them.

4 Here we bring a child of nature; Home we take a newborn creature,
Now God’s precious son or daughter, Born again by Word and water.

Text: ©1984 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725

THE BAPTISM of WYATT JAMES STUCKWISCH, page 168
Parents: Chad & Lucy (Cooper) Stuckwisch
Sponsors: Craig Stuckwisch & Flossie Cooper



+++ 11:15 & 7:00 THE HYMN: “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” Hymn 435

1

Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, Sinners, ruined by the fall;
Here a pure and healing fountain Flows for you, for me, for all,
In a full, perpetual tide, Opened when our Savior died.

Come in poverty and meanness, Come defiled, without, within;
From infection and uncleanness, From the leprosy of sin,
Wash your robes and make them white; Ye shall walk with God in light.

Come in sorrow and contrition, Wounded, impotent, and blind;
Here the guilty, free remission, Here the troubled, peace may find.
Health this fountain will restore; They that drink shall thirst no more.

They that drink shall live forever; ’Tis a soul-renewing flood.
God is faithful; God will never Break His covenant of blood,
Signed when our Redeemer died, Sealed when He was glorified.

Text: Public domain

THE INVOCATION:

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. = C Amen.

THE EXHORTATION:

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, C who made heaven and earth.

P Isaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, C and You forgave the
iniquity of my sin.

THE CONFESSION OF SINS
P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C 1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

THE ABSOLUTION



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. =~ C Amen.

THE KYRIE
C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
THE LENTEN CROSS HYMN: “Jesus I Will Ponder Now” Hymn 440 v. 4

4 Grant that I Your passion view With repentant grieving.
Let me not bring shame to You By unholy living.
How could I refuse to shun Ev’ry sinful pleasure
Since for me God’s only Son Suffered without measure?

Text: Public domain

THE PRAYER FOR THE DAY: (We pray together)

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though
we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our
needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful
goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD OF THE MONTH: (We speak together) Therefore be imitators of God, as
beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us,
a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:1-2

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 42:14-21

For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now I will
cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. I will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools.
And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not
known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places
into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. They are turned
back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You
are our gods.” Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! Who is blind but
my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? Who is blind as my dedicated one, or
blind as the servant of the LORD? He sees many things, but does not observe them; his
ears are open, but he does not hear. The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to
magnify his law and make it glorious.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!
+++ 9:00 THE ANTHEM: “Beautiful Savior” -F.M. Christiansen



THE EPISTLE READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of
light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness,
but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in
secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

THE GOSPEL READING: John 9:1-7,13-17,34-39 C: (Sing) Glory be to Thee, O Lord
As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It
was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be
displayed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva.
Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. . . . They
brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again asked him
how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I
washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does
not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”
And there was a division among them. So they said again to the blind man, “What do
you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” ... They
answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him
out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in
him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” He
said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.”

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: (sing) Praise be to Thee, O Christ!
+++ 9:00 & 7:00 THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.



+++ 11:15 THE NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible
and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

THE HYMN: “God Loved the World So That He Gave” Hymn 571
(9:00 choir sings verse 5)

1 God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive.

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone.

3 God would not have the sinner die; His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.

4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good.

5 If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith.

6 Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity, Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Public domain

THE SERMON: “God as Our Guide”
THE OFFERTORY
THE PRAYERS

+++ 11:15 HOLY COMMUNION: pages 194-202;
Preface



P The Lord be with you. C And with thy spirit.
P Lift up your hearts. C  We lift them up unto the Lord.
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. C It is meet and right so to do.
Sanctus
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

THE PAX DOMINI

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.

AGNUS DEI

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution Hymns: 616, 420, 411, 627
616 Baptismal Waters Cover Me
1 Baptismal waters cover me As I approach on bended knee;
My Father’s mercy here I plead, For grievous sins of thought and deed.

2 Tlook to Christ upon the tree, His body broken there for me;
I lay before Him all my sin, My darkest secrets from within.

3 Lord, may Your wounded hand impart Your healing to my broken heart;
Your love alone can form in me A heart that serves You joyfully.

4 From Your own mouth comes forth a word; Your shepherd speaks, but You are
heard;
Through him Your hand now stretches out, Forgiving sin, destroying doubt.

5 Baptismal waters cover me; Christ’s wounded hand has set me free.
Held in my Father’s strong embrace, With joy I praise Him for His grace.

Text: © 2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725

420 Christ, the Life of All the Living

1 Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Who, Thyself for me once giving To the darkest depths of woe:



Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit I eternal life inherit.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, O Thou sinless Son of God!

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver From the bonds of sin forever.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou hast borne the smiting only That my wounds might all be whole;
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, Rest to give my weary soul;
Yea, the curse of God enduring, Blessing unto me securing.

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, Treating Thee with shameful scorn

And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne,

That as Thine Thou mightest own me And with heav’'nly glory crown me.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, That from pain I might be free;

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: Thence I gain security;

Comfortless Thy soul did languish Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou hast suffered great affliction And hast borne it patiently,

Even death by crucifixion, Fully to atone for me;

Thou didst choose to be tormented That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Then, for all that wrought my pardon, For Thy sorrows deep and sore,

For Thine anguish in the Garden, I will thank Thee evermore,

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry, And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Text: Public domain

411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

1 TIwant to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus.

God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain

ref In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.



2

3

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, And show me the way to the Father.
Refrain

I'm looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race, We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain

Text: ©1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725

627 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior

1

10

Jesus Christ, our blessed Savior, Turned away God’s wrath forever;
By His bitter grief and woe He saved us from the evil foe.

As His pledge of love undying, He, this precious food supplying,
Gives His body with the bread, And with the wine the blood He shed.

Jesus here Himself is sharing; Heed then how you are preparing,
For if you do not believe, His judgment then you shall receive.

Praise the Father, who from heaven To His own this food has given,
Who, to mend what we have done, Gave into death His only Son.

Firmly hold with faith unshaken That this food is to be taken
By the sick who are distressed, By hearts that long for peace and rest.

Agony and bitter labor Were the cost of God’s high favor;
Do not come if you suppose You need not Him who died and rose.

Christ says: “Come, all you that labor, And receive My grace and favor:
Those who feel no pain or ill Need no physician’s help or skill.

“For what purpose was My dying If not for your justifying?
And what use this precious food If you yourself were pure and good?”

If your heart this truth professes And your mouth your sin confesses,
You will be your Savior’s guest, Be at His banquet truly blest.

Let this food your faith so nourish That its fruit of love may flourish
And your neighbor learn from you How much God’s wondrous love can do.

Text (sts. 1-2, 4-5, 7, 9): Public domain
Text (sts. 3, 6, 8,10): ©1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725



THE NUNC DIMITTIS
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of
all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THE THANKSGIVING, SALUTATION, and BENEDICAMUS
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, C: and His mercy endureth
forever.
P The Lord be with you. C: And with thy spirit.
P Bless we the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

THE BENEDICTION

THE CLOSING HYMN: “Rise, Shine, You People” Hymn 825
1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered Our human story; God in Him is
centered. He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, With grace unbounded.

2 See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling; He brings us freedom, light and life and
healing. All men and women, who by guilt are driven, Now are forgiven.

3 Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling, Your songs and prayers against the
darkness hurling. To all the world go out and tell the story Of Jesus” glory.

4 Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us. Tell of the Son, who life and freedom
gave us. Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation His new creation.

Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725

THE POSTLUDE: “Create in Me a Clean Heart” -Richard Gleseke
Preacher: Vicar Johnston Liturgist: Pastor Blomenberg & Pastor Fredstrom
Organist: Mr. Paul Scheiderer Adult & Youth Choir(9:00)
Pastor Bloch is out of town.

Immanuel’s mission is to connect people to the life, calling, and community of Christ. Founded in 1870, Immanuel is a member of the
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. We believe the Bible is God’s inspired Word and that we are saved by grace, through faith in Jesus
Christ, who died for our sins. Please take a brochure from the Information Center, or visit us on-line at www.immanuelseymour.com.




