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THE 13" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  August 23 & 24, 2026

Welcome to Worship! Today Jesus asks, “Who do you say that I am?” With Peter we boldly
confess, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Christ strengthens that confession
through His powerful Word, which creates faith, roots us in Him, and equips us to confess Him in
the world. That makes today especially fitting as we begin another year of Sunday School and
Bible classes and celebrate a Faith Milestone Sunday, including the presentation of Bibles to our
second graders and their parents. As children, parents, and adults, we continue growing together in
God’s Word, for we follow Jesus better when we follow Him together.

1st Time Guests: We’re glad you’re here! Please stop by the Welcome Center near the center aisle
after service for a hospitality gift. We hope you’ll join us again!

Please register your attendance and Communion in the Record of Fellowship.
A “Wee Wiggle Room” is below the Narthex. A Comfort Room is in the Atrium.

Bible Classes, including Pastor Blomenberg’s, meet in Fellowship Hall. Sunday School classes
meet upstairs. The new Adult Information Class meets upstairs in Heritage Room.

Children’s Activity Bags are located in the Narthex. Please return after worship.

Where do I put my offering? You can place gifts in the offering plate near each entrance or the
boxes on the west wall of the narthex or in the chapel.

Cell Phones: Please remember to silence cell phones and electronics during worship.

Holy Communion will be offered at 9:00 & 7:00. If you are not a confirmed member of the
Lutheran Church and wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms when at the rail. Gluten free

wafers are in plastic sleeves. If you prefer an individual cup, please take one from the tray. Wine
with alcohol removed is in the center.

DIVINE SERVICE III, Page 184 +

THE PRELUDE: “O God, My Faithful God” -C.H. Rinck
THE OPENING HYMN: “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” Hymn 912
1  Christ is our cornerstone, On Him alone we build;

With His true saints alone The courts of heav’n are filled.

On His great love Our hopes we place Of present grace And joys above.

2 Here may we gain from heav’n The grace which we implore,
And may that grace, once giv’n, Be with us evermore
Until that day When all the blest To endless rest Are called away.

3 Oh, then, with hymns of praise These hallowed courts shall ring;
Our voices we will raise  The Three in One to sing
And thus proclaim In joyful song, Both loud and long, That glorious name.

Text: Public domain

THE INVOCATION:
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.



THE EXHORTATION:

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C who made heaven and earth.

P 1Isaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

THE CONFESSION OF SINS

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C 1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

THE ABSOLUTION

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.  C Amen.

THE KYRIE
C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
P Glory be to God on High,
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee.
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
THE PRAYER FOR THE DAY: (We pray together)

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the
way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess Him to be the Christ and steadfastly



walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD OF THE MONTH: (We speak together) Therefore, as you received Christ
Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith,
just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. Colossians 2:6-7

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 51:1-6

“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: look to the rock from
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, that I might bless him and
multiply him. For the LORD comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places and makes her
wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in
her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my
nation; for a law will go out from me, and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. My
righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out, and my arms will judge the peoples; the
coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they wait. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at
the earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and
they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my
righteousness will never be dismayed.”

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!
+++ 11:15 THE ANTHEM: “Onward, Christian Soldiers” -LSB 662
THE EPISTLE READING: Romans 11:33-12:8

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has
been his counselor?” “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” For from him and
through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. I appeal to you therefore,
brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many
members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body
in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace
given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the
one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with
cheerfulness.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!
THE ALLELUIA AND VERSE: Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 16:13-20 C: (Sing) Glory be to Thee, O Lord

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and



others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed
are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is
in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: (sing) Praise be to Thee, O Christ!
+++ 9:00 & 7:00 THE NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us
men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for
the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

+++ 11:15 APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE HYMN: “Built on the Rock” Hymn 645
1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand Even when steeples are falling.
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest, But above all the souls distressed,
Longing for rest everlasting.

2 Surely in temples made with hands God, the Most High, is not dwelling;
High above earth His temple stands, All earthly temples excelling.
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above Chooses to live with us in love,
Making our bodies His temple.



3 We are God’s house of living stones, Built for His own habitation.
He through baptismal grace us owns Heirs of His wondrous salvation.
Were we but two His name to tell, Yet He would deign with us to dwell
With all His grace and His favor.

4 Here stands the font before our eyes, Telling how God has received us.
The altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice  And what His Supper here gives us.
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim Christ yesterday, today, the same,

And evermore, our Redeemer.

5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come Where Christ His message is bringing:
“I know My own; My own know Me. You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace I leave with you. Amen.”

Text: Public domain

THE SERMON: "An Offensive Confession!"

THE OFFERTORY: “Christ Be My Leader” Hymn 861
1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day; Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.
Gladly I follow, my future His care, Darkness 1s daylight when Jesus is there.

2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth.
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand.

3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; Death cannot hold me, for He is the life.
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign.

Text: ©1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725

+++ 9:00 FAITH MILESTONES: Presentation of Bibles
THE PRAYERS
+++  9:00 & 7:00 HOLY COMMUNION: pages 194-202;
Preface
P The Lord be with you. C  And with thy spirit.
P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them up unto the Lord.
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. C It is meet and right so to do.
Sanctus
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD



THE PAX DOMINI

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.

AGNUS DEI

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.
Amen.

9:00 Anthems: “God Love Me Dearly” & “Jesus Loves Me”
Distribution Hymns: 623, 802, 761, 662, 643, 663

623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray

1

Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray That we may feast on You today;
Beneath these forms of bread and wine Enrich us with Your grace divine.

Give us, who share this wondrous food, Your body broken and Y our blood,
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n, The certain joys of heirs of heav’n.

By faith Your Word has made us bold To seize the gift of love retold;
All that You are we here receive, And all we are to You we give.

One bread, one cup, one body, we, Rejoicing in our unity,
Proclaim Your love until You come To bring Your scattered loved ones home.

Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: O keep us steadfast till that day
When each will be Your welcomed guest In heaven’s high and holy feast.

Text: Public domain

802 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

1

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,

Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might;

Thy justice like mountains high soaring above

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all life Thou givest— to both great and small—
In all life Thou livest, the true Life of all;



We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree
And wither and perish—  but naught changes Thee.

4  Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight;
All laud we would render: O help us to see
"Tis only the splendor of light that hides Thee.

Text: Public domain

761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.

2 Not the labors of my hands Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and Thou alone.

3 Nothing in my hand I bring; Simply to Thy cross I cling.
Naked, come to Thee for dress; Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly; Wash me, Savior, or I die.

4 While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown, See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee.

Text: Public domain

662 Onward Christian Soldiers

1 Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus  Going on before.
Christ, the royal master, Leads against the foe;
Forward into battle See His banners go! Refrain

ref Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus  Going on before.

2 Like a mighty army Moves the Church of God;
Brothers, we are treading Where the saints have trod.
We are not divided, All one body we,

One in hope and doctrine, One in charity. Refrain

3 Crowns and thrones may perish, Kingdoms rise and wane,
But the Church of Jesus Constant will remain.



Gates of hell can never ’Gainst that Church prevail;
We have Christ’s own promise, And that cannot fail. Refrain

4 Onward, then, ye faithful, Join our happy throng,
Blend with ours your voices In the triumph song:
Glory, laud, and honor Unto Christ, the king;
This through countless ages Men and angels sing. Refrain

Text: Public domain

643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, Our true faith confessing,
The people of God from His dwelling take leave.
The Supper is ended. O now be extended
The fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of His teaching, Receptive souls reaching,
Shall blossom in action for God and for all.
His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving To God ever-living,
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring,
Embracing His children of each tribe and race.
With Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us;
Unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living With praise and thanksgiving
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear.

Text: ©1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725

THE NUNC DIMITTIS
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THE THANKSGIVING, SALUTATION, and BENEDICAMUS
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C: and His mercy endureth forever.

P The Lord be with you.
C: And with thy spirit.
P Bless we the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.



THE BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN: “The Church’s One Foundation” Hymn 644
1 The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is His new creation By water and the Word.

From heav’n He came and sought her To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.

2 Elect from ev’ry nation, Yet one o’er all the earth;
Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses With ev’ry grace endued.

3 Though with a scornful wonder The world sees her oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed,
Yet saints their watch are keeping; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song.

4 Through toil and tribulation = And tumult of her war
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore
Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest.

5 Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won.
O blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us, May see You face to face.

Text: Public domain

THE POSTLUDE: “All Glory Be to God on High” — Johann Pachelbel
+++
Preacher: Pastor Bloch Liturgists: Pastor Fredstrom & Pastor Blomenberg
Lector: Vicar Genszler Organist: Mr. Paul Scheiderer
11:15 Vocalist: Elsie Hopkins Youth & Children’s Choir(9:00)
Pastor Blomenberg is leading 7:45 worship at Lutheran Lake.

Immanuel’s mission is to connect people to the life, calling, and community of Christ. Founded in 1870, Immanuel is
a member of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. We believe the Bible is God's inspired Word and that we are
saved by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ, who died for our sins. Please take a brochure from the Information
Center, or visit us on-line at www.immanuelseymour.com.




