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THE 14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST          August 30 & 31, 2026 
Welcome to Worship! The cross does more than show us how Jesus saves, it also interrupts 
us and calls our lives and priorities into question. Jesus calls His disciples to deny 
themselves, take up their crosses, and follow Him. Yet before He ever calls us to bear a 
cross, Christ bears His cross for us. His grace is free, but it is not cheap. And because that 
grace has made us His, the cross that saves us also begins to give shape to us, turning us 
outward in genuine love, forgiveness, service, and even love for our enemies. This is the 
cruciform life of the baptized, a life shaped by the costly grace of the Crucified and Risen 
Lord. 

1st Time Guests: We’re glad you’re here and invite you to stop by the Welcome Center near 
the center aisle after the service for a gift. It’s a chance to learn more about our congregation 
and ministries. We hope you’ll join us again soon! 

Please register your attendance and Communion in the Record of Fellowship. 

A “Wee Wiggle Room” is below the Narthex. A Comfort Room is in the Atrium.  

Children’s Activity Bags are located in the Narthex.  Please return after worship. 

Bible Classes, including Pastor Blomenberg’s, meet in Fellowship Hall. Sunday School 

meets upstairs. The new Adult Information Class meets upstairs in Heritage Room. 

Where do I put my offering?  You can place gifts in the offering plate near each entrance 
or the boxes on the west wall of the narthex or in the chapel.   

Cell Phones:  Please remember to silence cell phones and electronics during worship. 

Holy Communion will be at the 9:00 & 7:00 service. If you are not a confirmed member of 
the Lutheran Church and wish to receive a blessing, please cross your arms at the rail. 
Gluten free wafers are in plastic sleeves. If you prefer an individual cup, please take one 
from the tray. Wine with alcohol removed is in the tray center.   

+ DIVINE SERVICE IV, Page 203  + 

THE  PRELUDE: “Blessed Jesus at Thy Word” -J.G. Walther 

THE  HYMN: “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake”                                           Hymn 688 

1 “Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake,    “All in My way abiding; 
Deny yourselves, the world forsake,    Obey My call and guiding. 
O bear the cross, whate’er betide, Take My example for your guide. 

 

2 “I am the light, I light the way,    A godly life displaying; 
I bid you walk as in the day;    I keep your feet from straying. 
I am the way, and well I showHow you must sojourn here below. 

 

3 “My heart abounds in lowliness,    My soul with love is glowing; 
And gracious words My lips express,    With meekness overflowing. 
My heart, My mind, My strength, My all,To God I yield, on Him I call. 

 



4 “I teach you how to shun and flee    What harms your soul’s salvation, 
Your heart from ev’ry guile to free,    From sin and its temptation. 
I am the refuge of the soul And lead you to your heav’nly goal.” 

 

5 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord,    And take the cross appointed 
And, firmly clinging to His Word,    In suff’ring be undaunted. 
For those who bear the battle’s strain The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 

Text: Public domain 

 

THE   INVOCATION, page 203 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.       C Amen. 

THE    EXHORTATION: 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 
God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

THE   CONFESSION OF SINS: 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

THE   ABSOLUTION: 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

THE     KYRIE:   C  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
THE     GLORIA IN EXCELSIS: 

C To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 

Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus' birth! 
We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name we sing— 
Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav'nly King. 
 



To You, O sole-begotten, The Father's Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 
Where You in pow'r are seated At God's right hand on high— 
  
For You alone are holy, You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 
In God the Father's glory. "Amen!" our glad reply. 

THE  PRAYER FOR THE DAY: (We pray together)   

Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 
redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He 
leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

THE  WORD OF THE MONTH: (We speak together)  Therefore, as you received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the 
faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.  Colossians 2:6-7 

THE  OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Jeremiah 15:15-21 

O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on my 
persecutors. In your forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake I bear 
reproach. Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and 
the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. I did not sit 
in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, 
for you had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, 
refusing to be healed? Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail? 
Therefore thus says the LORD: “If you return, I will restore you, and you shall stand before 
me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as my mouth. 
They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. And I will make you to this people 
a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, 
for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD. I will deliver you out of 
the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God! 

+++ 11:15 THE ANTHEM: “Lord Take My Hand and Lead Me” 

THE   EPISTLE READING: Romans 12:9-21 
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be 
fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. Bless those who 
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 
those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with 



the lowly. Never be conceited. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with 
all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, 
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap 
burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God! 
THE   ALLELUIA AND VERSE,   C:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are 

written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia.   

THE   GOSPEL:  Matthew 16:21-28   C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third 
day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from 
you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 
me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of 
God, but on the things of man.” Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit 
a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return 
for his life? For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, 
and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. Truly, I say to you, 
there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming 
in his kingdom.” 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to You, O Christ! 

+++ 9:00 & 7:00 THE  NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



+++ 11:15 APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

THE   HYMN: “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord”                                     Hymn 853 

1 How clear is our vocation, Lord,   When once we heed Your call: 
To live according to Your Word And daily learn, refreshed, restored, 
    That You are Lord of all    And will not let us fall. 

 

2 But if, forgetful, we should find    Your yoke is hard to bear; 
If worldly pressures fray the mind,And love itself cannot unwind 
    Its tangled skein of care:    Our inward life repair. 

 

3 We marvel how Your saints become    In hindrances more sure; 
Whose joyful virtues put to shame The casual way we wear Your name 
    And by our faults obscure    Your pow’r to cleanse and cure. 

 

4 In what You give us, Lord, to do,    Together or alone, 
In old routines or ventures new, May we not cease to look to You, 
    The cross You hung upon—    All You endeavored done. 

Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725 

 
THE   SERMON: “A Cruciform Life” 

THE   OFFERTORY HYMN: “Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain”                   Hymn 865 

1 Lord, help us ever to retain The Catechism’s doctrine plain 
    As Luther taught the Word of truth   In simple style to tender youth. 

 
2 Help us Your holy Law to learn, To mourn our sin and from it turn 

    In faith to You and to Your Son    And Holy Spirit, Three in One. 
 
3 Hear us, dear Father, when we pray For needed help from day to day 

    That as Your children we may live,    Whom You baptized and so received. 
 
4 Lord, when we fall or go astray, Absolve and lift us up, we pray; 

    And through the Sacrament increase    Our faith till we depart in peace. 
Text: Public domain 

 

+++ 9:00 FAITH MILESTONES: Presentation of Catechisms to 4th Graders & Parents 

+++ 11:15 THE RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS 



THE  PRAYERS 

+++ 9:00 & 7:00 HOLY COMMUNION, page 208 

Preface 
P  The Lord be with you.   C And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts.        C We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary…   evermore praising You and saying: 
Sanctus 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
Lord's Prayer  
The Words of Our Lord  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ,… This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   C Amen. 

Agnus Dei    
C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray 

 

9:00 Anthem: “Lord Take My Hand and Lead Me”; Hymns:  621, 857, 862, 633, 842 
621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence    And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly-minded,    For with blessing in His hand 
Christ our God to earth descending    Comes our homage to demand. 

 
2 King of kings yet born of Mary,    As of old on earth He stood, 

Lord of lords in human vesture,    In the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful    His own self for heav’nly food. 

 
3 Rank on rank the host of heaven    Spreads its vanguard on the way 

As the Light of Light, descending    From the realms of endless day, 
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish    As the darkness clears away. 

 
4 At His feet the six-winged seraph,    Cherubim with sleepless eye, 

Veil their faces to the presence    As with ceaseless voice they cry: 
“Alleluia, alleluia!    Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

Text: Public domain 



857 Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way 
1 Lord, help us walk Your servant way    Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self,    Each serve the other’s need. 
 
2 You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord,    But pow’r You laid aside. 

You lived Your years in servanthood;    In lowliness You died. 
 
3 No golden scepter but a towel    You place within the hands 

Of those who seek to follow You    And live by Your commands. 
 
4 You bid us bend our human pride    Nor count ourselves above 

The lowest place, the meanest task    That waits the gift of love. 
 
5 Lord, help us walk Your servant way    Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self,    Each serve the other’s need. 
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725 

862 Oh, Blest the House 
1 Oh, blest the house, whate’er befall, Where Jesus Christ is all in all! 

A home that is not wholly His— How sad and poor and dark it is! 
 
2 Oh, blest that house where faith is found And all in hope and love abound; 

They trust their God and serve Him still And do in all His holy will! 
 
3 Oh, blest the parents who give heed Unto their children’s foremost need 

And weary not of care or cost. May none to them and heav’n be lost! 
 
4 Oh, blest that house; it prospers well. In peace and joy the parents dwell, 

And in their children’s lives is shown How richly God can bless His own. 
 
5 Then here will I and mine today A solemn promise make and say: 

Though all the world forsake His Word, I and my house will serve the Lord! 
Text: Public domain 

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing Praise to our victorious King, 

Who has washed us in the tide Flowing from His piercèd side.    Alleluia! 
 
2 Praise we Him, whose love divine Gives His sacred blood for wine, 

Gives His body for the feast— Christ the victim, Christ the priest.    Alleluia! 
 
3 Where the paschal blood is poured, Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 

Israel’s hosts triumphant go Through the wave that drowns the foe.    Alleluia! 
 



4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, Paschal victim, paschal bread; 
With sincerity and love Eat we manna from above.    Alleluia! 

 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, You have brought us life and light.    Alleluia! 
 
6 Now no more can death appall, Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, And Your saints in You shall rise.    Alleluia! 
 
7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, Newborn souls in You to be.    Alleluia! 
 

 8 Father, who the crown shall give, Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: Three in One, Your name we praise.    Alleluia! 

Text: Public domain 

842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 
1 Son of God, eternal Savior,    Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us    Hallows all our human race, 
You our Head, who, throned in glory,    For Your own will ever plead: 
Fill us with Your love and pity,    Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 

2 As You, Lord, have lived for others,    So may we for others live. 
Freely have Your gifts been granted;    Freely may Your servants give. 
Yours the gold and Yours the silver,    Yours the wealth of land and sea; 
We but stewards of Your bounty    Held in solemn trust will be. 

 

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us,    King of love and Prince of Peace; 
Hush the storm of strife and passion,    Bid its cruel discords cease. 
By Your patient years of toiling,    By Your silent hours of pain, 
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,    Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 

4 Son of God, eternal Savior,    Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us    Hallows all our human race: 
By Your praying, by Your willing    That Your people should be one, 
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition:    Here on earth Your will be done. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis   

C O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav'nly peace, For I have seen the glory 
Of Your redeeming grace: A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, The 
glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. All glory to the Father, All glory to the 
Son, All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One; For as in the beginning, Is now, 
shall ever be, God's triune name resounding Through all eternity. 

 



THE    POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

THE   BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 

P Let us bless the Lord.    C  Thanks be to God. 

 P The Lord bless you and keep you…  C  Amen   

THE CLOSING HYMN: “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”                              Hymn 685 

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus,    Follow His example pure, 
Through a world that would deceive us    And to sin our spirits lure. 
Onward in His footsteps treading,    Pilgrims here, our home above, 
    Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father’s bidding. 
    Faithful Lord, with me abide;    I shall follow where You guide. 

 

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus    And with patience bear our cross. 
Joy will follow all our sadness;    Where He is, there is no loss. 
Though today we sow no laughter,    We shall reap celestial joy; 
    All discomforts that annoy Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
    Jesus, here I share Your woe;    Help me there Your joy to know. 

 

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus.    Since by death He conquered death, 
He will free us from destruction,    Give to us immortal breath. 
Let us mortify all passion    That would lead us into sin; 
    And the grave that shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 
    Jesus, here with You I die,    There to live with You on high. 

 

4 Let us also live with Jesus.    He has risen from the dead 
That to life we may awaken.    Jesus, You are now our head. 
We are Your own living members;    Where You live, there we shall be 
    In Your presence constantly, Living there with You forever. 
    Jesus, let me faithful be,    Life eternal grant to me. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725 

THE  POSTLUDE: “My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker” -Dietrich Buxtehude 

Preacher: Pastor Fredstrom Liturgists: Pastor Blomenberg & Pastor Bloch 
Lector: Vicar Genszler Organist: Mr. Paul Scheiderer Vocalist: Jennifer Hopkins 

Pastor Bloch is leading worship at 7:45 at Lutheran Lake.  
Immanuel’s mission is to connect people to the life, calling, and community of Christ.  Founded in 1870, Immanuel is a member 
of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  We believe the Bible is God’s inspired Word and that we are saved by grace, through 
faith in Jesus Christ, who died for our sins.  Please take a brochure from the Information Center or visit us on-line at 
www.immanuelseymour.com. 


