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THE 15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST    September 6 & 8, 2026 
Welcome to Worship! In our modern world, authority is a hard subject. Who has authority over 
us? Who is answerable to us? Today we look into how involved (or uninvolved) the Christian 
should be in the government, and what faithful authorization should look like. It might take 
some time, but class is in session. 

1st Time Guests: We’re glad you’re here and invite you to stop by the Welcome Center near the 
center aisle after the service for a hospitality gift. It’s a chance to learn more about our 
congregation & ministries. We hope you’ll join us again! 

Please register your attendance and Communion in the Record of Fellowship. 

A “Wee Wiggle Room” is below the Narthex. A Comfort Room is in the Atrium.  

Bible Classes meet in Fellowship Hall. The Adult Information Class meets upstairs in Heritage 
Room. Sunday School will not meet today. 

Children’s Activity Bags are located in the Narthex. Please return after worship. 

Where do I put my offering? You can place gifts in the offering plate near each entrance or the 
boxes on the west wall of the narthex or in the chapel.   

Cell Phones: Please remember to silence cell phones and electronics during worship. 

Holy Communion will be offered at 11:15. If you are not a confirmed member of the Lutheran 
Church and wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms when at the rail. Gluten free wafers are 
in plastic sleeves. If you prefer an individual cup, please take one from the tray. Wine with 
alcohol removed is in the center.   

+ DIVINE SERVICE I, Page 151 + 

THE   PRELUDE: “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear” -Johann Pachelbel  

THE   OPENING HYMN: “Thy Strong Word”                                                      Hymn 578 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;    At Thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank Thee,    While Thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia, alleluia!    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia!    Alleluia without end! 

 

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,    Dark as night and deep as death, 
Broke the light of Thy salvation,    Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 
Alleluia, alleluia!    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia!    Alleluia without end! 

 

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;    Bright with Thine own holiness, 
Glorious now, we press toward glory,    And our lives our hopes confess. 
Alleluia, alleluia!    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia!    Alleluia without end! 

 

4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 
From the cross forever beameth    All Thy bright redeeming light. 
Alleluia, alleluia!    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia!    Alleluia without end! 



 

5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory,    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia!    May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias,    Alleluias without end! 

 

 6 God the Father, light-creator,    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,    Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever    Praise the holy Trinity! 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725 

 

+++  9:00 THE BAPTISM of EMMA JAYNE WHITSON, Page 268 
Parents: Steven & Kenzi (Jones) Whitson Sponsors: Kayla Robertson & Chad Comer 

 

THE  INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.     

C Amen. 

P      If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

THE   CONFESSION 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

THE   ABSOLUTION 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C   Amen. 

THE   KYRIE     

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.   

C Lord, have mercy. 



P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.                    

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.          

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 
to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

C Amen. 

THE  HYMN OF PRAISE: “Gloria in Excelsis”  
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 
 We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 
 You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
 For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
 You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

THE   PRAYER FOR THE DAY: (we pray together)  

O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy 
inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your 
merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE  WORD OF THE MONTH:  (We speak together) Let each of you look not only to 
his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Philippians 2:4   

 

THE  OLD TESTAMENT READING: Ezekiel 33:7-9 
“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a 
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, O wicked 
one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, 
that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. But if 
you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person 
shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.” 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God! 
+++ 9:00 THE ANTHEM: “Shepherd of Tender Youth” -LSB 864 

THE  EPISTLE READING: Romans 13:1-10 



Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For 
rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who 
is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God’s 
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. 
For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the 
wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for 
the sake of conscience. For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are 
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom 
taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor 
to whom honor is owed.  Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, 
You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God! 

THE   ALLELUIA AND VERSE: C:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

THE  GOSPEL READING: Matthew 18:1-20 C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord. 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say 
to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  
Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes one of these 
little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone 
fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world for 
temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom 
the temptation comes! And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw 
it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to 
be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it 
away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the 
hell of fire. See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven 
their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. For the Son of Man came to 
save the lost. What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone 
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that 
went astray? And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the 
ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that 
one of these little ones should perish. “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his 
fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if 
he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 



the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and 
a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, if two of you 
agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ. 

+++  11:15 THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 
men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

+++ 7:00 APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE   HYMN: “Before You Lord We Bow”                                                             Hymn 966 

1 Before You, Lord, we bow,    Our God who reigns above 
And rules the world below,    Boundless in pow’r and love. 
Our thanks we bring    In joy and praise, 
    Our hearts we raise To You, our King! 

 

2 The nation You have blest    May well Your love declare, 
From foes and fears at rest,    Protected by Your care. 
For this bright day,    For this fair land— 
    Gifts of Your hand—Our thanks we pay. 

 

3 May ev’ry mountain height,    Each vale and forest green, 
Shine in Your Word’s pure light,    And its rich fruits be seen! 



May ev’ry tongue    Be tuned to praise 
    And join to raise A grateful song. 

 

4 Earth, hear your Maker’s voice;    Your great Redeemer own; 
Believe, obey, rejoice,    And worship Him alone. 
Cast down your pride,    Your sin deplore, 
    And bow before The Crucified. 

 

5 And when in pow’r He comes,    Oh, may our native land 
From all its rending tombs    Send forth a glorious band, 
A countless throng,    With joy to sing 
    To heav’n’s high King Salvation’s song! 

Text: Public domain 

 

THE   SERMON: “Authority 101” 

THE   OFFERTORY HYMN:  “We Give Thee But Thine Own”               Hymn 781 

1 We give Thee but Thine own,    Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone,    A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2 May we Thy bounties thus    As stewards true receive 
And gladly, as Thou blessest us,    To Thee our firstfruits give! 

 

3 Oh, hearts are bruised and dead,    And homes are bare and cold, 
And lambs for whom the Shepherd bled    Are straying from the fold. 

 

4 To comfort and to bless,    To find a balm for woe, 
To tend the lone and fatherless    Is angels’ work below. 

 

5 The captive to release,    To God the lost to bring, 
To teach the way of life and peace,    It is a Christ-like thing. 

 

6 And we believe Thy Word,    Though dim our faith may be: 
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord,    We do it unto Thee. 

Text: Public domain 

 

THE OFFERTORY: Page 159 

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

THE   PRAYERS 

+++ 11:15 THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT, page 160 



P The Lord be with you.      C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.           C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary…  evermore praising You and saying:   

C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are full of 
your glory.  Hosanna.  Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING, LORD’S PRAYER AND WORD’S OF OUR LORD 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C Amen.   

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

11:15 ANTHEM: “Shepherd of Tender Youth” -LSB 864  

Distribution Hymns: 611, 624, 628, 698 
 

611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 
1 Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, I am His, and He is mine. 

 

2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, Higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity! 
Love that found me—wondrous thought! Found me when I sought Him not. 

 

3 Only Jesus can impart Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 
Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod. 

 

4 Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me; 
All my wants to Him are known, All my sorrows are His own. 
He sustains the hidden life Safe with Him from earthly strife. 

 

5 O my Savior, help afford By Your Spirit and Your Word! 
When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die. 

Text: Public domain 

 

624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 
1 The infant Priest was holy born For us unholy and forlorn; 

From fleshly temple forth came He, Anointed from eternity. 



 

2 This great High Priest in human flesh Was icon of God’s righteousness. 
His hallowed touch brought sanctity; His hand removed impurity. 

 

3 The holy Lamb undaunted came To God’s own altar lit with flame; 
While weeping angels hid their eyes, This Priest became a sacrifice. 

 

4 But death would not the victor be Of Him who hung upon the tree. 
He leads us to the Holy Place Within the veil, before God’s face. 

 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, As at the rail on bended knee 
Our hungry mouths from Him receive The bread of immortality. 

 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, A priestly food and priestly meat; 
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours His quenching blood that life restores. 

 

7 With cherubim and seraphim Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725 

 

628 Your Table I Approach 
1 Your table I approach;    Dear Savior, hear my prayer. 

Let not an unrepentant heart    Prove hurtful to me there. 
 

2 Lord, I confess my sins    And mourn their wretched bands; 
A contrite heart is sure to find    Forgiveness at Your hands. 

 

3 Your body and Your blood,    Once slain and shed for me, 
Are taken at Your table, Lord,    In blest reality. 

 

4 Search not how this takes place,    This wondrous mystery; 
God can accomplish vastly more    Than what we think could be. 

 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord,    That earth and hell combined 
May not about this sacrament    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 

6 Oh, may I never fail    To thank You day and night 
For Your true body and true blood,    O God, my peace and light. 

Text: Public domain 

698 May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill 

1 May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill And do on earth our Father’s will 
    As angels do above; 
Still walk in Christ, the living way, With all Thy children and obey 
    The law of Christian love. 

 



2 So may we join Thy name to bless, Thy grace adore, Thy pow’r confess, 
    From sin and strife to flee. 
One is our calling, one our name, The end of all our hopes the same, 
    A crown of life with Thee. 

 

3 Spirit of life, of love and peace, Unite our hearts, our joy increase, 
    Thy gracious help supply. 
To each of us the blessing give In Christian fellowship to live, 
    In joyful hope to die. 

Text: Public domain 

  

THE  POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy  
with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

THE   POST COMMUNION COLLECT 

THE   BENEDICTION 

THE   CLOSING HYMN: “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”         Hymn 707 

1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways    To keep His statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace    To know and do His will! 

 

2 Order my footsteps by Thy Word    And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord,    But keep my conscience clear. 

 

3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray,    A stricter watch to keep; 
And should I e’er forget Thy way,    Restore Thy wand’ring sheep. 

 

4 Make me to walk in Thy commands—    ’Tis a delightful road— 
Nor let my head or heart or hands    Offend against my God. 

Text: Public domain 

 

THE   POSTLUDE: “Praise the Almighty, My Soul Adore Him” -Flor Peeters 
+++ 

Preacher: Vicar Genszler Lector: Pastor Fredstrom  
Liturgists: Pastor Bloch & Pastor Blomenberg Sunday Organist: Mr. Paul Scheiderer 

Sunday Vocalist: Elizabeth Scheiderer Tuesday Organist: Mr. Ross Rieckers 
Immanuel’s mission is to connect people to the life, calling, and community of Christ.  Founded in 1870, Immanuel 
is a member of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  We believe the Bible is God’s inspired Word and that we are 
saved by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ, who died for our sins.  Please take a brochure from the Information 
Center, or visit us on-line at www.immanuelseymour.com. 


