
 PRELUDE “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”                             

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.    And also with you 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits. 

Who forgives all your sins and heals all your infirmities; 

Who redeems your life from the grave, 

 and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness. 

 

* HYMN Depth of Mercy”                  No. 355              

    

 OPENING PRAYER  

O God, maker of everything and judge of all that you have made, from the dust of 

the earth you have formed us and from the dust of death you would raise us up. 

By the redemptive power of the cross, create in us clean hearts and put within us a 

new and right spirit that we may repent of our sins and lead lives worthy of your 

calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

 EXTINGUISHING OF THE LENTEN WREATH                                            

 

 OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                 Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

 

 EPISTLE LESSON                            2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

 

 SPECIAL MUSIC                              11:00 Beneath the cross of Jesus   Ralph Wade 

                                                                5:30 My Savior Jesus                   Chancel Choir 

 

 GOSPEL LESSON                              Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

 A TIME OF QUIET REFLECTION 

 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be they name. Thy kingdom Come, they will be  

   done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  

   trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

   Amen.      

   

LITANY OF PENITENCE 

Most holy and merciful Father: We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole 

communion of saints in heaven and earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in 

thought, word and deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left undone: 

 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

 

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us. We have not been true to the 

mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.    Have mercy on us, Lord. 

 

We confess to you Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience 

of our lives.    We confess to you, Lord. 

 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people. 

We confess to you, Lord. 

 

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

 

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and 

work,     We confess to you, Lord. 

 

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: for the blindness to human 

need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 

 

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our 

prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us,  Accept our repentance, Lord. 

 

For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come 

after us,  Accept our repentance, Lord. 

 

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us, Accept our repentance, Lord. 

 

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation,  That we may show forth your glory in 

the world.  

 



By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, Bring us with all your saints to the joy 

of his resurrection. Amen. 

 

 INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN DISCIPLINE 

 

  THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES 

 

 IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES 

At this time, you are invited to consider where sin still reigns in your life or how 

you might grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ.  Remembering both the need 

to confess and God’s promise of pardon, you may come forward and receive the 

imposition of ashes as a sign of your penitence and willingness to receive God’s 

grace. 

 

 PSALM OF PENANCE                 Psalm 51:1-17        No. 785-786 

   

 WORDS OF PARDON AND RECONCILIATION 

 

* HYMN                     “Just As I Am, Without One Plea”                             No. 357 

    

* DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

  

A VISIBLE SIGN OF REPENTANCE 

 

Ash Wednesday marks the first day in the season of Lent, the 40 days (not counting 

Sundays) before Easter.  During Lent, we are invited to prepare ourselves to both hear 

and live out the good news of Easter through disciplines of prayer, fasting, and 

almsgiving.   The ashes are a symbol derived from several ancient customs. In the Old 

Testament, people put on sackcloth and ashes when they were in mourning. As far back 

as the third century, ashes were worn on the body as a visible sign of sin and a public 

request for forgiveness. Ashes were also used as a cleanser when soap was not available, 

and in times past, farmers would burn off their fields in the spring, turning dried stubble 

to ash before new planting began. Thus, ashes became a symbol of repentance and 

renewal.  
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