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ANOTE FROM PASTOR KEN

I’'m not sure how to say goodbye to such a sweet church family. Leaving First Baptist
Gallatin is one of the hardest things Gail and | have ever had to do. You have loved us,
encouraged us, prayed for us, and become lifelong friends. Serving as your Worship
and Senior Adult Pastor has been one of the greatest joys and privileges of my life.

| am grateful that God’s plan for our lives led us to First Baptist Gallatin. Looking back,
we can clearly see His hand in every step of the journey. But | have also learned that
God’s will is not simply a place, but it is a path. We set out on this journey many years
ago doing our best to discern His will and be obedient.

Following God is not always easy. There are times when we cannot understand His
plan. Yet there is peace that comes through surrender and blessings we could never
deserve. We may not always know what lies ahead, but we can trust the One who
does. The songwriter Ira Stanphill captured that truth so beautifully in a hymn written
in 1950: “Many things about tomorrow | don’t seem to understand; But | know Who holds tomorrow, and | know
Who holds my hand.” Those words have brought comfort to countless believers over the years, and they bring
comfort to us today.

As Gail and | begin this next chapter, our prayer is that each of us will continue to hold tightly to the Lord’s hand
and allow His Spirit to guide us along the path He has prepared. Until the day He calls us home, may we walk
by faith, trust His perfect plan, serve Him with all our hearts, and bring glory to His name.

Ken McWilliams

ANOTE FROM PASTOR BRUNO & CARLY

Saying goodbye is one of the hardest and most bittersweet things Carly and | have ever
done.This church and our students will forever hold a place in our hearts. We love this
church. We will always love this church.

Answering a call to church plant while our family grows is the opposite of comfortable —
following Jesus rarely is. But we know who the author of tomorrow is, we know that He is
in control, and we know that the cost is worth it.

C.S. Lewis wrote that the Christians who did the most for this present world were the ones
whose minds were fixed on the next. Our charge to you is to not become complacent in
your faith. To be a people humbly submitted to Christ’s authority and fervently chasing his
purpose for you as a disciple; in your heart, your home, your church, your community, and
beyond.

Though we will not be physically close, we remain united in this mission, so beautifully

expressed by the author of Hebrews, “... let us lay aside every hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let
us run with endurance the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on

Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

To this church family: thank you for loving us well. You will remain in our prayers, and we ask to
remain in yours. Keep aiming at Heaven. We will see each other again soon.

With deep gratitude and love,
Bruno and Carly
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