How Do | Know if My Child Is Ready for Baptism?

Baptism is a significant step in anyone's spiritual journey, regardless of age. The Bible does not specify a required
age for baptism. Scripture emphasizes belief in Jesus, repentance from sin, and a personal decision to follow Him
(Acts 2:38, Romans 10:9). Since every child matures in their faith at a different pace, the focus should be on their
understanding, sincerity, and readiness rather than their age.

As a parent or guardian, it's natural to feel excited when your child expresses an interest in baptism. While we want to
celebrate their enthusiasm, we also want to ensure they understand that the Bible teaches baptism is a response to
salvation, not the act that saves them. We also don't want to become "salvation police," making the process feel
legalistic. Historically, at Federated Fellowship, we have generally observed that children around 8 or 9 years old
seem to be able to grasp the meaning of salvation and baptism. However, this is just a guideline. We're happy to
assist you and your child in this conversation, but ultimately, you know your child best. Pray for wisdom and
discernment as you guide them. In the meantime, here are a few questions to help determine if they are ready to take
this important step.

1. Does My Child Understand the Gospel?

Key Verse: Romans 10:9 "If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved."

Ask: Who is Jesus? Why did He die? Why do we need to be saved? What are we saved from? How are we saved?
Listen for: An understanding that Jesus is the Son of God, who died for their sins and rose again, and that placing
faith in Him is the only way to salvation and eternal life.

2. Has My Child Personally Accepted Jesus as Their Savior?

Key Verse: Ephesians 2:8-9 "For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast."

Ask: Have you acknowledged that you are a sinner, turned away from your sins (repented), and placed your faith in
Jesus for salvation?

Listen for: A clear testimony of trusting in Jesus for salvation-not believing that baptism itself washes away sin or
earns salvation.

3. Is My Child Asking to Be Baptized Because They Genuinely Want to or Because Others Are Doing It?

Key Verse: Acts 8:36-37 "And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said,
'See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?' And Philip said, 'If you believe with all your heart, you
may."

Ask: Why do you want to be baptized?

Listen for: A desire to obey God and publicly declare their faith-not merely wanting to do it because friends, siblings,
or church members are doing it.

4. Does My Child Understand What Baptism Symbolizes?

Key Verse: Romans 6:4 "We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life."

Ask: Do you know what going under the water means?

Listen for: An understanding that baptism represents Jesus' death, burial, and resurrection and that it symbolizes their
new life in Christ-not just getting wet.

5. Is My Child Willing to Follow Jesus for the Rest of Their Life?

Key Verse: Luke 9:23 "And he said to all, 'If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
daily and follow me.”

Ask: Have you committed to following Jesus for life?

Listen for: A heart that wants to obey Jesus beyond baptism, showing love for God and growth in faith-not just
excitement about the baptism event.

Final Thoughts:

If your child answers these questions with a clear understanding and genuine faith, they may be ready for baptism!
May the Lord give you grace and discernment as you help them with this important step. Don't hesitate to reach out to
us if you have any questions.



