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Greetings from Liberia West Africa.  Happy New Year and complements of the Season (as they say in LIB).  I 
pray that you have had a good start to 2023.  It seems strange to type that number.  January 2023 finds me 
celebrating my 5 YEAR ANNIVERSARY of my arrival on the field.  I arrived here in January 2018.  How can 
it be possible that 5 years have passed already.  It seems like yesterday and it seems like ages ago.  Does this 
make me a "veteran"?  I'm not sure, but I thank God for every teaching and learning opportunity he has given 
me since my arrival. My heart and mind have been opened to so many things.  I continue to feel resolute in my 
calling and my desire to serve the people of Liberia on your behalf.  
 
It was a very busy holiday season.  I enjoyed several fellowship opportunities with the wonderful missionary 
community we have here in Liberia.  I also hosted Ma Bessie and the children in my home for our annual 
Christmas Party. Thanks to your generosity, I was able to provide each child with a real Christmas Stocking full 
of goodies and a traditional Liberian holiday meal.  We played games and watched a Christmas movie.  It was a 
great time of fellowship.  The children were each given money to buy a new Christmas outfit (a Liberian 
tradition).  Several chose to use the funds to buy a track suit for their school P.E. program.  I am picking up 
their mattresses this week and look forward to delivering them.  Thank you for helping to sponsor them in 
school.  I had one outstanding sponsorship but was recently contacted by someone willing to come 
alongside.  The Lord is good through you.  
 
With church falling on a Sunday this year and with Faith Baptist Church of Thinker Village (FBTV) hosting the 
annual conference of Independent Fundamental Baptist Churches, it was an incredibly busy December.  The 
FBTV youth put on a wonderful Christmas nativity program. My Junior Sunday School class read the 
Christmas story from the Bible while the small children performed a drama.   Missionary Rick Osborn gave a 
challenge after the program.  We also planned a Christmas program (hotdogs, juice, popcorn, biscuits, a toy gift 
and a movie) for the neighborhood children after church on Christmas Day.  We had 97 children in 
attendance!  It was a wonderful day.  
 
The church conference began the very next Monday, December 26.  People started arriving that day and on the 
highest attended day we had as many as 700 on the grounds.  Many of these people lodged on and around the 
church grounds.  The ladies of the church organize and mobilize to feed 500-700 people each day.  It is amazing 
to behold.  They are up at 3:00 a.m. to light the coals, get the fires started and water boiling for everyone's 
morning tea!  Devotions start at 6 a.m. with services in the morning, afternoon and evening.  Various Pastors 
including Rick Osborn preached during the week and they also speak on other life topics such as business and 
health.  The sad part of this is starting on Monday, I became very ill.  I had not been feeling well, but had 
pushed through for several weeks.  On Monday I literally could barely walk from the bedroom to the 
bathroom.  Fortunately, one of my Jr. SS student's father is a very experienced PA and he came and gave me 
wonderful home care, probably saving me a trip to the hospital!  He put me on a drip and treated me 
intravenously for malaria and with a broad spectrum antibiotic.  I am not a fan of this, but it certainly made me 
feel so much better, it was very much needed.  I feel better now than I have in weeks.  I was so thankful for my 
children's ministry team who were able to step in and teach the children in my absence. I was able to join the 
last day of the conference which was "church uniform" day, when all the members of our church wore various 
outfits in matching lapa.  It is so much fun! 
 
Brother Napoleon was baptized the first of December.  This was an exciting time for Nap, who continues to be 
such a faithful children's ministry worker.  He is now a baptized member of the church and eligible to take 



communion with other members.  Genesis, a member of my SS class, was diagnosed with epilepsy, likely 
brought on by a head trauma he suffered.  I was able to find him a good clinic where they treat neurological 
disorders and he is on a medication that continues to help him greatly.  He is now back in school and even able 
to play soccer again as he has gone 2 months with no further seizures.  Continue to pray for Genesis and all of 
my Jr. Sunday School class members.  We are studying a series on Knowing God and I am planning a field trip 
for those who arrive to Sunday School ON TIME, and who bring Bibles and complete their homework.  The 
motto of our group is FAITH IN ACTION and this Saturday we will be doing our first community service 
project which will be picking up "dirt" (litter) up and down the road to the church.  I may have enticed them 
with the promise of pizza and soft drinks!  We will use this opportunity to let people know about our Sunday 
School classes and to invite those in the neighborhood to join us.   
 
The second week of January, I traveled to Buchanan where Pastor Jeremiah Kollie and I were able to conduct 
another Trauma Healing Equipping Session for three organizations that have ministries in the area.  The training 
was for their respective workers and leaders.  These weeks are always so fulfilling as those who go through the 
training begin their own healing journey before learning to facilitate.  This was the first equipping session in 
Grand Bassa county.  I pray we may be able to reach each of the 16 counties! I have recently started a healing 
circle at a local shelter for abused and abandoned women.  At the very first meeting, I was able to share my 
testimony and the gospel and 4 prayed to receive Christ!  Please pray for these women and for the meetings in 
the weeks ahead.  The woman graduate from the shelter every 3 months and I look forward to continuing to 
work with them in the future.  
 
We moved to our new home on the church property in September and it has been fraught with many 
challenges.  I am very happy to report that so many responded to our needs.  A 225 ft. bore-hole well was 
drilled and we now have running water back to the house.  Some filtering will still be required, but the quality is 
exponentially better than what we had before and the volume is amazing.  This will benefit not only us, but the 
entire community as we face dry season.  I have been able to complete my "garage", the fenced secure parking 
space next to our house.  We have also received the funds necessary to raise the compound wall by 3 
courses.  This work is being done by men from the church.  This is a great blessing to them and their families.  I 
also had unexpected difficulties with my generator, requiring me to purchase a new one, and that was covered 
as well. I can't tell you how overwhelmed I was by the generosity of so many.  It seemed insurmountable, but I 
was so encouraged by God's provision through you!  The final remaining need is for a small solar array to 
provide some power during the day and to take away some of the burden of running a generator each night.  
 
Titus is doing well.  He is settling in to our new place here, enjoying new friends and doing very well with his 
homeschooling. One recent disappointment was the US Embassy's denial of his request for a visitor's Visa.  I 
know many were praying and it seems that it was not God's timing for Titus to travel at this time.  Perhaps in 
the future, God willing 

Thank you again for your generosity throughout the last few months, to the children and to myself and 
Titus.  The Lord has used that generosity to mightily encourage me as we enter this new year of ministry.  
 
Your Servants in Liberia,  

Julie & Titus 
Psalm 27:4 
 

 


