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Dear Operation Liberia Prayer & Ministry Partners, 
Thank you for your ongoing and faithful prayers and giving.  This prayer letter feels like a year in review as it has been far too long since I have updat-
ed you.  As it has been a while, please be patient with all I have to report!  There is much to tell and many needs in this letter.  Just today in my devo-
tion I read II Timothy 4:5, "But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry."  There are 
many challenges and many needs, physical, financial and spiritual, in Liberia.  With the help of God, I do my best to discern where to focus my atten-
tion.  But in every need that is addressed, the goal is always the furtherance of the gospel of Christ and to take every opportunity to win people to 
Christ, to help them gain assurance of their salvation by questioning where their faith and trust lies, and to disciple believers into a stronger and repro-
ducible faith in Christ.  I pray that in your eyes, I have made full proof of my ministry, and that you believe your missionary dollars are well invested in 
the work here.  
 
Let's begin on an exciting note, when Titus' adoption was complete last December, I immediately applied for a B1 visitor VISA for him, which would 
allow him to travel with me to the US for a 6-month visit while we wait for him to become eligible for US citizenship (we will apply in January 
2024).  When I first applied, I was given an appointment date of August of 2023.  Like so many other embassies and governments around the world, a 
few years of COVID seems to have backlogged every governmental request that is made.  There was nothing to do but accept this and wait.  Praise 
God, I just recently received notice from the US Embassy in Liberia that they have moved my appointment to January 2023!  That is just 2 short 
months away.  There are many obstacles to overcome to receive a "yes" to the request, but be in prayer with me as we plead with God to go before 
us.  If we receive that elusive "yes" I will be in the states for 5 months, reporting to as many churches as possible, but even more importantly, introduc-
ing Titus to you and my family live and in person.  Please be in contact if you would like to schedule a visit! 
 
One of the biggest changes in our life has been our recent move to the Faith Baptist Mission compound.  I was able to travel home for 2 weeks in July 
to attend my sister's wedding.  While there, I received word from my landlady that she was raising my rent $175/month.  We had finally gotten current 
(electricity) on the property, and even though it is not wholly reliable and still necessitates the use of a personal generator or solar power, she felt that it 
warranted an increase in rent.  This was not easy.  I was already stretched with the current level of rent; however, the Lord had been speaking to my 
heart for some time about moving to the church property.  Rent here is paid 6-months or 12-months in advance.  I only had one months notice and 
while I had escrowed my rent, I was not prepared to pay an extra $2,200 a year.  The Lord used the preaching at a Missionary Retreat that a ministry 
here sponsored to challenge me on "connections" and what I was holding on to.  There is a fine balance here between community and reprieve.  I felt 
the pendulum had swung a little too far, and I was desirous to be more in community, closer to the people I was ministering to.  I desire to develop 
closer personal relationship as so much of the discipleship here are in the quiet one-on-one conversations you have as you pass through the day.  Mov-
ing has not been without it challenges (I will share more later), but I am at peace with my decision and we are enjoying our new life here. 
 
Thank you to all who have sponsored the children in school.  I have attended several closing programs through the summer (rainy season) months 
here and have been thankful for what the children have accomplished.  Sadly, we have lost a few of the children who have been reclaimed by parents 
who do not prioritize education (the children sell to make money), who have been sent back to the "bush" because of their "rude" behavior (this seems 
to be an excuse for not putting in the hard work of the teenage years), who have turned 18 and believe they are able to make it "on their own" and 
have left home, and who have chosen to steal and runaway from their home.  These situations are heartbreaking.  Please continue to pray for Yama, 
Pertina, Nancy and Emmanuel.  I pray that what has been invested in them is not in vain and that they will remember and grow in their faith, respec-
tively, and that God will protect them.  Most schools returned to session in October.  I will be sending a separate communication for those who have 
sponsored and are interested in continuing.  An average of $160 per child is needed to help them pay for their registration and school fees, as well as 
buy new uniforms and school supplies. The children currently under sponsorship are: William, James, Morris, Grace, Joseph, Eleanor, Ma "B" (living 
with Ma Bessie); Rosemarie (Bro. Naps daughter); Jackie (living with her mother Kuku); and Tutu (living with her mother Alice).   There are always 
opportunities to add additional children to the sponsorship where the resources are available. Also, please remember that the holidays are coming 
up.  Every year I like to provide the children with a new suit of clothes (a Liberian tradition) and new mattresses for the children living at Ma Bes-
sies.  If you want to send $20 so a child can have new clothes and shoes for Christmas, or $25 for a new mattress, it would be very much appreciated. 
 
Ma Bessie's health, while somewhat improved, has never fully returned.  It seems 
she will continue to be plagued with AFIB with no real way to treat it outside of 
medication.  She still comes to my home on occasion, but no longer has the 
strength to make the journey from Soul Clinic every week.  She is always com-
plaining, "Ma Julie, I just can't be sitting down whole day!".   
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If you remember, her sons built her a little shop on the side of her house.  For $250, we could finish the walls, tile the floor and put shelving in, and for 
an additional $100, she could buy goods to start her small dry-goods store.  She says she "doesn't want to be depending on me whole day".  Would you 
pray about helping Ma Bessie to finish her shop so she can be more independent and have an occupation that would keep her close to home?  Her 
older daughter, Ida, who will soon be starting college at University of Liberia, has been coming to help me once a week. 
 
Ever since my initial experience with orphanages, my desire is to build up families in a way that enables them to keep their children.  I am currently 
investing in Bro. Napoleon's family, sponsoring him to attend a teacher's training college at Rafiki.  The schools schedule of 8-4 makes it extremely 
difficult with no source of outside income.  If you will remember, I reached out for assistance to help Nap get married so he could attend the col-
lege.  The "breakfast wedding" was a great success.  Nap has been doing so well in the school and I hear great reports from the staff there about him 
and his leadership in class.  His family is also moving closer here to the church property.  Nap continues to be a very faithful and effective member of 
the children's ministry team.  I am currently paying him a stipend of $100/month to help pay for his transportation and family expenses.  His wife, 
Lovety, is a seamstress.  If you could help with part or all of the stipend for Bro. Nap, that would be much appreciated.  I am looking forward to him 
being an important leader in the school we have planned for the future.  He still has 2 years to complete his bachelor's degree.  
 
Another family here that I am hoping to invest in is Bro. Steven and his wife Audcelia (we call her OG).  Their son, Sahr-baby (Emmanuel) is Titus 
best buddy.  Steven is our church MC, lives next door, and is always working hard in the ministry.  He does special cement molding work on housing 
projects which sometimes necessitates him being away from home.  Sis OG taught her first children's Sunday School class.  This was a big step for 
her.  I want to help OG purchase an oven for $100.  She has catering training and said she used to score A+ on her banana bread.  She has family that 
pledged to help her buy her beginning materials and supplies once the oven is purchased. She has agreed to do a bookkeeping training and develop a 
savings plan with the money she earns.  Would you consider helping OG to buy her oven? 
 
Shortly after moving here, I noticed one of my Junior Sunday School class students was missing.  Some time past I had heard that Genesis had "fell 
out".  Sadly, that is common here in Liberia.  Common illnesses such as malaria and typhoid along with delayed or insufficient treatment can be very 
serious.  I did not take immediate action when I first heard this.  He was back for a short time and then missing again.  It turns out that he was having 
"spells" and was taken to the bush for "country medicine".  These doctors are herbalists that often combine animistic or spiritual practices along with 
their healing.  He returned and was still having "spells".  After talking to his father, it sounded as if the boy was having seizures.  I reached out to our 
missionary community and was able to find a western-run epilepsy clinic.  He was seen last week and we are just starting on the journey to identify the 
medication that can help him.  He suffered a seizure in my car on the way home from the clinic.  He was tested positive for malaria which can trigger 
seizures.  After treatment for malaria and his first rounds of the medication, he has been seizure free for several days, praise God.  He had a head injury 
last year inflicted on him by an adult that was caring for him.  When he was rude, he was knocked on the head with a rock.  It was about this time that 
his seizures first began.  Someone has already offered to cover Genesis's $20/month medication.  This is such a relief to me and to his family.  Pray 
that Genesis can find healing.  As he has to "sit down" and can't play ball or attend school, he will be spending extra time with me for tutoring and 
discipleship. 
 
These are just a few of the opportunities the Lord has provided as I get settled into my new community.  Continue to pray for the needs of all these 
people and for the wisdom and strength to address each opportunity that presents itself.  
 
I recently closed out 2 1/2 years of teaching Bookkeeping and Accounting!  I started with 23 students and 8 completed the entire course and were cer-
tificated.  Four completed the work with excellence and I am excited that they will now be taking on the teaching of the classes in their respective com-
munities and at the Bible College.  I am excited for the opportunity to turn this responsibility over to them.  The classes covered not only the funda-
mentals of bookkeeping, but good financial stewardship.  It is a blessing to reach the goal of turning over the work to Liberians.  Pray as I help prepare 
these teachers. 
 
I have also advanced through the Trauma Healing training and was able to participate in an equipping session.  This is training the trainers to become 
facilitators.  It was my first time to train at this level and it was 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. M-F.  It was an exhausting, but such a fulfilling week.  We had a 
large group (24 students), most of who are now prepared to carry out trauma healing in their own communities.  It is so needed here.  Culturally, it is 
common to stay trapped in unforgiveness and grief because of non-Biblical views of revenge.  I love that this program challenges believers on these 
teachings.  I always take the opportunity to sponsor Pastors and others when this training is offered and two of my Accounting students and friends 
attended.  Pray as we seek opportunities to conduct healing circles in their respective churches and communities.  
 
The work here at the church is progressing.  At the end of April, we celebrated the dedication of the new church building. The water tower is up and 
the ceiling is in and they are now preparing to "plaster" (cover the inside and outside cinderblock walls with cement). Our church is hosting the annual 
conference of the Associating of Independent Baptist Churches December 26-30.  My dear missionary friends, Rick & Brenda Osborn will be return-
ing for the conference.  Rick will be preaching on many important topics and we are expecting as many as 500 people!  We are a small church and eve-
ryone is mobilized, making plans to feed on the first day, cook for during the week, identify sleeping locations, building bathrooms and showers, and 
so many other things I can't even remember.  The Liberians are pros at organizing these conferences, but it will put a huge strain on the church finan-
cially and emotionally.  Pray for God's provision and guidance in all the small details, safety for everyone traveling, and most importantly, pray for the 
hearts of all who will be attending.  The theme is "The Blessings of the Working Hands" from 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12.  I am working with the young-
er people, preparing them for Bible quizzing and will be teaching some of the special sessions on Trauma Healing.  We also have to plan and prepare 
for messages to the children.  It no small ting-o! 
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I have had a bit of a health adventure over the last several months.  While home in July I had some medical tests, the results of which necessitated me 
flying to Ghana for additional medical procedures.  I was so pleased to find modern and highly rated healthcare facilities there that allowed me to take 
care of it without flying to the states.  I took Titus with me and we made a little bit of a vacation out of it.  We really enjoyed our time in Accra and the 
Lord blessed us with new friends that took very good care of me while I was there.  Titus enjoyed his first plane ride and he was able to fulfill his 
dream of riding a real horse.  The results of my tests were great and there is no cause for concern, praise God!  I am thankful to know this facility exists 
should any other needs arise in the future.  
 
Another change for us is homeschooling.  Titus started the first grade at Rafiki, but within a short time and due to the distance, especially with the not-
so-great roads to our new home, it was necessary to begin homeschooling him.  We found an on-line Christian curriculum that we really like and we 
are supplementing with Abeka materials.  I am not sure this is the best and only solution for Titus education, but for now at least, with the cost and 
distance involved for sending him to a good private school, this is our best option.  Titus enjoys it, and so do I.  Pray for the extra strength and pa-
tience it requires for me to teach  him every day! 
 
Now on to some other personal health and safety needs. 

• When I moved here, one need that was immediately apparent was the raising of our compound fence.  It is only about 5 feet tall.  It has razor wire 
on top of the fence, but in order to provide adequate security, we need to go up an additional 3 cinderblocks.  The yard and therefore the fence 
are quite large.  The estimate for this project is around $1,400. I would also like to add a smaller chain-link fence around my home that my vehicle 
could park inside, and that would prevent people inside the compound from having access.  The cost of this smaller fencing project is $500.  

• Also, upon moving here, it became apparent very quickly that the water quality was very bad.  The water is pumped up from a standing well into a 
500 gallon poly tank.  I installed a filtering system that filters the water before it reaches the house. Even in my previous home, the water coming 
into the house is usually muddy, which doesn't make it nice for washing clothes or yourself.  My drinking water is always filtered.  My filter, which 
was supposed to last about 3 months, literally lasted about a week.  I came to find out that when the well was originally dug in 2020, they only got 
down 13 feet before they hit a rock.  The area is covered with sandstone.  Even now in rainy season, the well is not deep enough to fill the poly 
tank.  We have had to deny people the ability to draw water from our well (there are other wells in the neighborhood).  We are drawing surface 
water and in the rainy season, the well will go dry.  Sadly, I was not informed of this ahead of time.  I have had a reliable bore-hole well company 
come and provide an estimate.  Because of the swampy nature of the area, a 200-foot bore hole will be necessary to penetrate the rock and reach 
clean water.  The cost of a 200-foot bore hold is $2000/100-feet, or $4000.  This amount may be a little negotiable, but also does not include all 
the pipes and fitting required at the top of the well. 

• Finally, one of my greatest expenses, even greater than the rent itself, is electricity.  LEC (Liberia Electric Company) has been in the area.  The 
wiring is here and we are awaiting our meters.  But even if they do come, it is so unreliable to the point that you have to maintain a generator as 
back up.  I am currently running a generator 12 hours at night, from 6:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m.  The cost of the fuel is $17 dollars a night, and this 
does not include the additional $50-100 worth of maintenance each month.  We are also without power during the day, which makes it impossible 
to run the internet, any lights or fans or the refrigerator.  The less-expensive long-term option is solar.  The upfront costs are very high, but there 
are reliable companies here with lithium batteries that make the system effective and sustainable longer term.  The upfront cost of this system is 
$5000.  This is for a small system just to keep fans and refrigeration going during the day.  A local firm allows a down payment of around 30% and 
then you can finance the rest with the system being fully paid for in 5 years.   

These types of requests are not easy to make.  These numbers seem insurmountable, and even though many may not be able to give, I know you will 
faithfully pray and appeal to our Father to move in the hearts of his people who can give to help.  He has been faithful and has lead, guided and pro-
vided every step of the way.  I have no reason to doubt that He will continue to do so.  If you are inclined to give, you can use the donation link in-
cluded in this email to give through my Mission Board and you can designate which need or project you would like the money to go to.   
 
Thank you again for your patience in waiting for this update.  I hope many are following #myLiberianlife through Facebook.  You will find a link to 
that page, also in this email, where I provide daily updates of our life and ministry here.  As Thanksgiving approaches, I will keep you all close to my 
heart and in my prayers as I thank God for every remembrance of you.  May these season of Thankfulness bring joy and closeness in your family and 
life, and let us be especially thankful for our never-changing, ever-present Lord and Father who sustains and guides us.   
 
God bless you all! 
 

Your Servants in Liberia,  

Julie & Titus 

Psalm 27:4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


