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“For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line,

- 7 ~ here alittle there a little” - Isaiah 28:9-10 , ,
Dear Praying Friends and Family, July 2026

Gravana [Grah-vah-nuh}, our dry season, is upon us and the cold has setin. The quilts have been added to the
bed and jackets have come out of storage. 68 degrees may sound normal in the West, but here in the tropics it is
regarded as tantamount to freezing. Add to that the fact that our humidity didn’t drop to the normal 65% of the dry
season and the end resultis a cold dampness that seems to permeate everything.

On the positive side, however, the extra showers that we have been experiencing have helped in our fresh
attempt at gardening. We brought some seeds with us on our return from furlough and have been experimenting with
what will grow here and what wili not. For those' whoreceive our email prayer letter | will try to include more information
and pictures onthis laterin the year as ourattempts give fruit - pun intended.

Thank you all for your prayers forFernandes'and Belu and their family. Belu passed away in April after several
days of being in pain and so'weak that'she couldn’t even really talk. Amanda and | kept visiting and the Friday before
she passed the Lord gave us the opportunlty to glveI a clear presentatlon to her and Fernandes of their need to trust
for sure what her flnal State was, | ut are hopeful that with understandlng she recognlzed her need and trusted in our
Saviour for the next step’ fthe | Journey Please continlie pHaymg for Fernandes. We continue visiting with him and his
family, but he has a more vague sense of religidsity. We' are asklng the Lord to open his eyes and heart to see the
difference between tthklng rellglously and having atrue relatlonshlp with the Lord.

Our church; folks really stepped up- 4 the plate threugh it all, even helping us t6learn some more aspects of the
culture that we hadni-' ealﬁrz\ed before. Tt\e chtrch as a»\NhoIe went up to visit Belu and Fernandes before her passing
and the ladies went Up

ring the time.of mdurnmg to be; an encouragement to- Fernandes. and the rest of the family as
well. Amanda and | cohtinue. vrsutlng to I‘<eep the contactalive. Zita) their daughter still sdys she is.coming to see what
the services are like and-we’ keep talklng Wlth her Please pray’"’With us that the-Lord will turn those words into reality.
Thatfirst step is often the hardest. - L

As another matter of prayerwe would I|ke to start pa childrén’s club on y\iednesday afternoons We have been
praying about it since our return, and we belleve tRatHiow |s[ the time. Oné instance that the Lord used to guide us,
happened on a Friday while Amanda and'I'were doing our regularV|S|ts One of the neighbor boys that pops in every
now and then while | am at the church studylng, caught up with us while Wé' were walking’ by the church and out of the
blue asked us if we had a story to tell him. It took us totally by surprise, butt t6ld him that! would bring one the next day if
he still wanted to hear one. To this day | have no idea what prompted the request asit had no context behind it and was
notanormalthingtotalkabout. v

Unfortunately he has notreturned since then, but I still walktaround W|th the story of Estherin my backpack, just
in case. There has been a lot going on here on our island, what with’school- endrng, end of the year exams and then
presidential elections taking place, and now that things have calmed down; we are planning to set a specific time on
Wednesday afternoons, letting the boys know aboutit; and seeing what the Lord will do.

The plan is a much broader one, however, and the choice of Wédnesday was not by happenstance. Our larger
purpose is not only for startlng a children’s club but, in time, to also use the time frame as a reference point for getting a
mid-week Bible Study going.

The enemy has not been idle and the challenges have been: strong, both for us and for our people. Many things
have cropped up designed to both impede and also dlstraqt While the road has had its difficulties, we also believe
that those concerted efforts tell of great potential he is trying to subvert, that is in the offing, as long as we keep
moving forward. Please pray with us and for us as we work to do exactly that.

In closing we want to, once again, thank each of you for yourfarthful prayers and support as we continue to labor
herein our little portion of the harvest field. :

Your Servants For His Service

The Claypools
Doug, Amanda, Morgan, Kaitlyn, Sean



