
 

 

Dear Praying Friends,                   

We trust you have had a good beginning to 2023. Here is what God has been up to this past 

month in our life and ministry. 

On the Home Front: Last July, our oldest son, Yae-Chan, moved back to America for his senior year of 

high school. He is doing well and, Lord willing, will graduate in June. In January, our second son, Yae-

Sun, joined his elder brother. It was clear, by God’s wisdom and providence, that this was the right 

step at the right time. He is making the transition very well so far, and we are excited to see God’s 

continued work in Yae-Sun’s life. Please pray for Yae-Chan as he is looking at going to college in the 

fall, and for Yae-Sun as he begins school in America this month.  

On the Ministry Front: One of our goals this year as a church is to become a people strong in prayer. 

To that end, the first Sunday of each month is prayer focus Sunday. In the morning, I preach on 

prayer and in the afternoon service, we corporately practice what we learned that morning. The first 

day of January was a good beginning for us. We have also changed the day, time, and format of our 

prayer meeting. Please pray that God will make us people and a church strong in prayer in 2023.  

With our two oldest sons being in America, I had concerns that our small youth group might 

not survive. Our older children were three-fifths of the group. Additionally, due to cultural dynamics, it 

has been impossible for me to make a personal close connection with the kids like a youth pastor 

might do in America. However, God is answering prayer in this situation as well. Over the Lunar New 

Year holiday, Hyae-Lan, Young-Hon, and I hung out downtown. We had a blast eating donuts, playing 

arcade games and laser tag. After we played, we went to a coffee shop and 

Young-Hon opened up about some personal struggles he is facing with an 

abusive father and absent mother. Then, this past Sunday while the youth 

group was over at the house, I sat down where they were all hanging out 

and was able to naturally engage in the conversation. God also provided for 

us to make a late-night McDonalds run with the youth group Sunday night. 

My soul is rejoicing, while my stomach has a different take. All that to say, 

please pray that we will be able to grow our youth group and reach many 

kids for Christ. 

 Over the Lunar New Year, nearly all our church folks were out of town except for Byeong-Ho, 

his mother and an unsaved Indian man who comes to our church. This was a blessing in disguise. 

Byeong-Ho’s mother is extremely shy and usually only gives one-word answers to direct questions. 

But because there were only a few people there on that Sunday, her son and I were able to have a 

long conversation about her relationship with Jesus.   
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The last Sunday of January was our church’s family fun time. After the afternoon service, we 

had a game/fellowship time. We started playing games at 2:30 and everyone finally left at 6 p.m. It 

went even better than I had hoped. We had such a fun time playing games and spending time 

together as a church family. We have a few folks in our church who are struggling spiritually. One 

man named Brother No has indicated he is leaving the church because we celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper more often than he likes. Please pray for him to come back to the Lord. A young lady, whose 

English name is Ryan, is struggling with faithfulness and maturity. Please pray for her to grow into a 

mature Christian woman. A man in our church is working hard to start a truly Christian school here in 

our area. If you are interested in teaching on a foreign field and serving in a local missionary church 

please contact us at Korea4christ@gmail.com (subject line, Teaching In Korea). Please pray for God 

to provide good solid teachers and that many will come to Christ by this ministry. Thank you all for 

your faithful prayers, love, and support. 

 In Him and for Korea, 

Jonathan and Rachael,  Yae-Chan, Yae-Sun, Hyae-Lan, Hyae-Jin and Yae-Joon Facenda 
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