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  toward them that are without, redeeming the time. Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt,
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. 

–Colossians 4:5-6
 

       We praise the Lord to have such faithful friends and churches that pray for us as we witness. We can’t say that
we always know how to wisely answer every man, know God’s timing, or have the graceful, salty speech. But, we
trust that God is growing us in these areas. Pray as we seek the balance between boldness and foolishness. There
have been many opportunities for personal evangelism during the short month of February. On Valentines Day, we
personally gave chocolate boxes and cards to four of our neighbors and this provided opportunities to have
further conversations. Bethany had the opportunity to spend more time with one and was able to answer many
questions and explain what being a born again Christian means. Our neighbors would come from a Catholic
background. Given the divisive religious history in Derry, we rejoice that they have been so friendly and open with
us. 
     We have had people over to our home for dinner every week. We seek to learn more about the culture, genuinely
make friends, and see if they are saved. Most of those we have had over have been folks from the church. One lady
who has been visiting Derry Baptist left the Catholic Church but has been having “Bible” studies with Mormons
almost every day and has been baptized by a recovery group. She is genuinely seeking God, and Bethany took the
time to explain to her what being born again means. She said she did not know she was going to heaven and that
she had not heard of what Bethany explained. It’s upsetting how Satan works to obscure the simplicity of the
Gospel! The previous Sunday I had preached through the complexities found in Daniel 11 and she understood it. But
after hearing the Gospel, she said she was overwhelmed and didn’t understand it. Please pray for her salvation.
Also, pray for my barber. He opened up about his fear of eternity. He grew up in a Presbyterian church and made a
profession as a child, but he doubts he is saved because he knows he is living a very sinful lifestyle. He also shared
that when he was younger he wanted to be a pastor! There was a lot of customers waiting so I did not get to have
a long conversation with him. He received the leaflet well, and I will be making him my official barber. 
          We have been leafleting every week in the Catholic areas of the city and it’s easy to see why there is often
such a resistance to the Gospel. There are murals and graffiti around many neighborhoods depicting their side of
the story of what political Protestants and the British government violently did in their communities. It’s a constant
goal of showing them that being born again has nothing to do with being a “Prod” (Protestant). Little things like
learning the Irish language helps to show them that we are definitely not Protestants. 
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People we’ve met to accept Christ 
Patrick’s Day Outreach
 Numerical Growth in the church to translate
to salvations, baptisms, discipleship, service. 

Abundant opportunities to share the Gospel
Provision of church meeting place 
Growth in ministry areas me and Bethany are
weak in.  
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Please pray for our Patrick’s day outreach. There is a massive parade in Derry on March 17th and
Derry Baptist will be there handing out green Gospel leaflets. Thankful for missionary Craig
Ledbetter in Ballincollig for letting us use their leaflet design. The church has continued to see
consistent visitors and some have stayed. There was no way everyone could fit in the current
church building which is a converted three story house. God blessed us with the opportunity to
rent a building most would know in the city, located centrally on the city walls with plenty of
parking. Also, in our search we rejoiced that there was also an opportunity to rent a well known
Catholic school. We rejoice that they would be open to the prospect. Currently, we only have the
building on Sunday mornings so  we have been setting up and tearing down. Thankful for Pastor
James letting us learn hands on in the ministry. I had the chance to preach several times and
preach my first Lords Supper sermon. Bethany with music and me with media have been able to
grow in areas we were weak in. We also are learning child protection policies here and teaching
the children on a rotation.

CHURCH EVANGELISM 


