
Dear Praying Friends,           December 2022

“And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about 
the door: and he preached the word unto them” (Mark 2:2).  Most of us remember this story because of the great effort four 
concerned men were willing to exert to help their needy friend.  But this episode also points out the immensity of the Lord’s 
preaching ministry.  Nineteen years ago, Jennie and I set out with the dream of preaching the Word to the needy souls in 
Italy.  We came, not in the confidence of our own abilities, but with a profound certainty that the Gospel of Christ is exactly 
what the people of Italy need.  On the anniversary of our first service in Italy, so many eager listeners gathered to hear the 
preaching that there was literally no room to enter the building.  God continues to amaze us by the simplicity and the power 
of the preaching of the Gospel.  The past six months of ministry have proven to be the most exciting and fruitful season we 
have ever experienced on the field.

Nicola’s Salvation – A few days after our Vacation Bible School program and Family Camp, Nicola told 
us he had accepted Christ as his Savior.  Nicola’s life was drastically changed from being a daily heavy 
drinker to becoming insatiably thirsty for the Word of God.  At Nicola’s baptismal service, he had at least 
forty visitors in attendance and he gave a profound testimony of God’s grace in his life.  It is an amazing 
joy to see Nicola and his young family grow in the Lord.

All over the “Boot” – The past several months have afforded Jennie and I the privilege of ministering in other young church 
plants throughout Italy.  Special meetings in Pisa, Sardinia, Sicily and Reggio Emilia have reinforced our desire to be an 
encouragement to our fellow missionaries, as well as their congregations.  

Lady’s meetings – Jennie and fellow missionary Jenny Tacon organized a series of ladies’ meetings 
that they held both in Grosseto and in the Pisa church.  It was amazing to see how many ladies 
travelled to the hosting church for these special activities.  

Missionary Retreat – With our sending pastor, Jim Davidson’s visit 
coincided with the visit of our co-worker’s parents, Rick and Kim 
Childers, we decided to host a Missionary Retreat, inviting all the missionaries from around 
Italy.  It was an indescribable pleasure to enjoy two days of great preaching, prayer, singing 
and fellowship time with some of the choicest servants we have ever known.  The dozen 
or so families who joined us in Grosseto make up almost the entirety of the fundamental 

Baptist missionaries in the country.  Please pray for more laborers to come to Italy but also that God would strengthen those 
missionary families who are already here.  It is our specific burden to be a source of encouragement and edification to these 
great servants.

Evangelistic meeting – This year’s evangelistic meeting was 
immensely fruitful.  Several people came to Christ and many 
believers were truly strengthened by the ministry of the Dwight 
and Amber Smith family.  Our church facility soon became far 
too small to host the people coming to hear the word of God and 
the music ministry.  Great strongholds were broken down and 
some long-awaited fruit resulted from the powerful ministry of 
the Word we were privileged to experience.
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Building expansion – 2022 has proved to be biggest 
ministry year to date for the church in Grosseto.  After eight 
years of prayer and many amazing circumstances coming 
together, our church has decided to purchase the adjacent 
storefront facility that would allow us to add 50% more space 

t o our current church building.  With 
the encouragement of our sending church and the approval of our mission agency, we are 
beginning a special  building project to help us acquire the building next door.  Not only is the 
space essential in order to conduct proper children’s ministry, we are currently at or above max 
capacity each Sunday morning service. A special letter is enclosed to give more details regarding 
this exciting opportunity. 

Home for Christmas – Many years ago, when you took us on for support during our deputation for the ministry in Italy, you 
didn’t just take on a missionary, you supported a family.  Jennie and our children, Frankie, Arianna, and Katiana are a bigger 
part of the ministry than anyone will ever know.  Though the children are now growing and two of them are away at college 
and the U.S. Army, it is our joy to get to have them home for Christmas this year.  We are so thankful for the joy and privilege 
to serve the Lord in this wonderful place.  We want to thank you for being part of the reason we are able to be here.  It is our 
prayer and deep desire that you enjoy a blessed and merry Christmas this year more than ever.

     Your fellow servants in Grosseto, Italy,

     Frank, Jennie, Frankie, Arianna and Katiana Maietta


