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                                    G’DAY! February is our “get back to it” month here in Australia. Years ago I directed youth camps dur-

ing our summer holiday time. (December and January). Two Aussie blokes are directing those camps now, and our son-in-

law Nate has jumped in ministering at another Summer Camp ministry.    

I had been driving down to a town called Guyra in Northern New South Wales to minister to a group of Solomon Islanders 

that were working on small crop  farms. Borders between New South Wales and Queensland were closed in the covid set-

backs, and after a while some of the guys I was ministering to moved on further south, out of our range. Eventually, Spen-

cer (one of our Bible College students who was on the work scheme) was transferred up to Rockhampton to work in an 

abattoir, 500 miles north of us. Over the Christmas break, Spencer got work picking apples in a town just west of us, so I 

picked him up at the Brisbane train station. He had 2 other islander guys with him and they came to our Christmas Eve ser-

vice that we have every year. Spencer brought them knowing I would share the gospel. On Boxing Day (the day after 

Christmas) I drove them up the range to the farming town of Stanthorpe.  

We’ve had a hot summer, one day reaching 114 degrees. Well, our SUV didn’t make it up the range. The radiator hose split 

and the car over-heated so quickly the engine got cooked; I had to leave it in a little country town called Woodenbong. To 

have it towed from there would have cost more than what I was gong to get for it at a wreckers.  

Come to find out though that the disruption of covid has also affected the auto market here in Australia. The big auto com-

panies of Australia don’t manufacture cars here any more, everything is imported. Aussies love to travel overseas,  but 

couldn’t during the covid stuff, so they used their money to buy used cars. Then, because of Australia closing it’s borders 

for so long, there are not a lot of imported cars or parts out there either! The Aussie news medias are reporting it as a 

“Global Shortage” of new cars. The demand for used cars has driven the price up out of our range. So Bonnie and I sought 

to get a personal loan from our bank.  

We ran into another change that has been made since we first came to Australia. Back in 1990, when we first got here, we 

were able to meet a bank manager to explain our income as being foreign and non-profit. They knew us personally, and 

gave immediate clearance of our support checks coming from the States and didn’t charge us hefty foreign exchange fees. 

They also recognized our support as income that they could give a car loan for. Now, although I report that foreign income 

to the Australian Tax Office, it does not show up as “taxable income” on my return. So when I went for a loan this time, 

they wouldn’t recognize our support as being income for a personal loan. Although Bonnie is working as a teacher, she’s 

considered “casual” and she can’t secure financing for us either.  

A used car that would sell for $4000 before covid is now selling for as much as $10,000. Car dealerships are saying Aussies 

are buying up the used cars that cost up to $15,000 as soon as they are put on the market. We’re going to try to raise 

$10,000 to get one that will do the job needed. So far, we’ve raised about $3500; if any of our supporting churches and 

friends would like to help us, please let us know. We’ll put any designated amount  into savings for the vehicle.  

Several churches and friends have given to help Nate and our daughter Jessica. Thank you so much. Jessica is having to re-

sign her job early; with Jessica’s current FND situation and pregnancy, they felt they needed to make that decision for the 

safety of the pregnancy. Please pray for our daughter Jessica, that the Lord would restore her functionality. They are still 

waiting for Nate’s visa situation to change so he can legally work. Nate continues to help in the ministry. It has been a com-

forting witness to us to see this couple continually serve and trust the Lord with such gracious hearts.  

We shared the gospel with the islanders that Spencer brought with him. We continue to witness to and pray for the salva-

tion of Aussies around us. In the next couple of months I will be concentrating on raising the rest of the funds needed for 

the printing of the Bibles for the Oceanic Bible Project. Please pray with us.  

Thank you for your continued support financially and prayerfully.    
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