
In late August, I again found myself unable to stand to 
preach on a Sunday morning.  Again, I preached from a 
chair.  I was becoming weaker from the internal bleeding.  
Rhoda and I, after getting counsel from doctors in our home 
church, made the decision to return to the States to seek 

further treatment on September 19th.  We had a reason to stay until that day. 

Channa Weekes, a young lady who has been part of our church for years wanted to be married to her boyfriend, 
and we had already set the date for Sunday morning September 18th.  We were not going to miss this wedding! 
We hoped that it might encourage others to follow suit. Channa invited her family and friends, and God gave us 
81 in attendance!  The church was packed!  I preached a full sermon and gave a clear presentation of the 
gospel.  Four people including the best man raised their hands indicating that they were trusting Christ for the 
first time.  Such a response at an invitation is a rarity, and to us it was an amazing display of the grace of God.  
It was so exciting! 

The next morning we were on a flight back to the U.S., but when we landed we 
were met with very sad news.  Pastor Moses Kelani was killed by armed 
robbers at his home that very Monday evening.  He was our co-pastor when we 
were in Nigeria, and he became the pastor upon our leaving Nigeria in 2002. 
This December he would have celebrated twenty years of pastoring the Victory 
Independent Baptist church.  He was a dear friend and a faithful pastor.   Please 
pray for God to comfort his family. He will be missed.  Our church in Barbados 
has supported him as a missionary pastor for many years.  Pray that the church 
will seek out a strong independent Baptist pastor for their next pastor. 

Our Sunday School curriculum project for Nigerian churches has received 
another two hundred dollars which has been sent on to Nigeria.  The total that 
we have received and sent thus far is $11,678.75.  I am so grateful for those 
who have so generously given.  I am praying that we will be able to provide 
one to each of those churches.  If you too would like to invest in providing a three year Sunday School 
curriculum for Nigerian pastors, please send your gift to BIMI, P.O. Box 9, Harrison, TN 37341.  On the 
memo, please write Robert Smith, #639, SS Curriculum.  Each set costs $180.  Our goal is to give a set to each 
Nigerian independent Baptist church.  There are about 150 Nigerian churches pastored by national pastors. 
These national pastors who receive a set are vetted through the counsel of American missionaries and national 
pastors together. 

On our last topic, I will be having surgery tomorrow morning to stop the internal bleeding.  The doctor has told 
us that there will be six weeks of recovery.  Earlier this year, we had already made arrangements for me to take 
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a trip to Israel with my brother in December so for now, we plan to stay stateside until December 27th.  Our 
church is in the good hands of a young Barbadian pastor, Bro. Ryan Thompson.  We are grateful to him and 
his wife for their much needed assistance at this time. 

Thank you for your prayers and support.  They are such a blessing at a time like this. 

Sincerely, 

Robert, Rhoda, Buddy, and Becca Smith


