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Dear Friends,                                                                                                                October 2022 
   
We have been reflecting on the shortest chapter in the Bible for the past couple of weeks in our 
Sunday morning services.  Psalm 117:1  O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye 
people. 2 For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth for 
ever. Praise ye the LORD.  It seems like we have gone from one major global disruption (covid) 
to a multiplicity of disruptive global issues.  Economic crisis, financial crisis, political crisis, 
climate crisis, war and treats of war, and a melting down of core Biblical moral values—all of 
these issues are bearing down hard on humanity, saved and unsaved alike.  Maybe, just maybe, 
if all nations, but believers in particular, would give praise to the Lord for Who He is, for His 
merciful kindness and enduring Truth, we would not only have a better outlook but a better 
outcome.  It is so easy to get consumed with the current contemporary issues of the day and 
lose focus on the continuity of giving thanks and praise to our God.  The Psalmist declares, “Oh 
that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children 
of men!” (Psalm 107:8) 
 
As we have been blessed to have a garden and gather in much harvest during the months of 
August and September, we continue to be about the Father’s business seeking to gather in a 
harvest for the Lord here in Waterford.  Lisa is currently at the annual lady’s retreat that she 
helps organize and put together with another missionary lady up in Dublin who hosts this 
annual event.  Lisa helps with décor and crafts and has the Friday afternoon time for sessions 
with the ladies.  We are also getting organized for out Christmas Gospel packets which will have 
the theme “Mercies in the Manger” this year.  This is always a great outreach opportunity 
during the Christmas season.  This Sunday we are having a special service in honour of our 
school graduates.  From an American perspective you might be thinking that this would be 
something for say the month of May or June.  But here in Ireland the final grades only came out 
in early September.  This Sunday with our graduates will focus on the Pursuit of God as they 
move on to the next things that are in store for their lives.  This week is a week off school here 
in Ireland for mid-term break.  Today, I took the teen guys to the driving range to take out their 
frustrations on a bunch of little white balls!  They had a great time. 
 
We are thankful for the health that God has given us over the years here on the field.  Lisa had 
surgery on both legs early in October to repair veins that were not holding the blood as it was 
being pump.  The little valves in some of the veins were not closing and holding the blood but 
allowed it to simply drain back down.  This had been giving her plenty of ache, pain and 
swelling.  Kari just finished midterm exams there at Bible college in Romania.  Kaley is in the 
midst of a degree concerning special needs kids.  Karissa continues to pursue music and 
teaching.  Kaleb is a junior in school and well, let’s just say “brethren, pray for us!”  School is 
neither his passion nor mine!! 
 
Pray with us concerning the economic challenges ahead.  Being an island-nation, we do rely 
heavily on importation.  This along with the issue of “Brexit” a couple years back has begun to 
impact the supply chain a bit here in Ireland.  Pray with us as we begin to save and make plans 
to look for a replacement for our car in the new year.  We trust that this letter finds each of you 
in the joy of the Lord as you serve Him there in your place. 
 
May the Lord find us faithful, 
Don and Lisa Thatcher & Family    
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• Ireland’s population, 

4.5 million 

• 34% of population 25 

years old or younger 

• Dublin’s population 

over 1.2 million 

• Waterford’s 

population over 46,000 

• 85% still claim to be 

Roman Catholic 

 

Email:  

thatchers@bimi.org 

 

Sending Church: 

Fostoria Baptist Church 
8933 Fostoria Road 
Fostoria, MI  48435 
(989) 795-2185 
 
 
Serving with: 
 
Baptist International 
Missions Inc. 
P.O. Box 9 
Harrison, TN 37341 
(423) 344-5050 
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