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Waiting can be the hardest thing. Waiting for 
good things--holidays, time with loved ones, 
delicious food, vacation--is tough. Waiting 
for uncertain things--a medical diagnosis, 
a college decision, a job promotion--can be 
even tougher.

Advent is an invitation into waiting with God. 

Though there’s an ache in the waiting, we 
never wait alone.



ENDGAME

READY FOR
GOD’S FUTURE

advent
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entering advent

Advent traditionally begins the Sunday after American 
Thanksgiving. (Fun fact: Canadian Thanksgiving is in Octo-
ber!) It kicks off four weeks of prayerful preparation for two 
things:

1) the celebration of Jesus’s birth

2) the return of Jesus in glory

While we celebrate Jesus’s birthday yearly on December 25, 
no one knows what day he will return in glory, to usher in the 
new heavens and earth. Therefore we are instructed to wait, 
watch, and keep ready.

There is much that competes for our attention in this sea-
son. Holiday shopping, parties and merriment, end-of-se-
mester projects, work deadlines, and more.

For this reason, we’re extending our Advent preparation 
by a few weeks to help us more fully enter into the season, 
planning for intentional prayer, stillness, and study as a way 
to quiet our hearts before the Lord and prepare ourselves to 
welcome him anew.

As we enter into Advent together, let us not allow the urgent 
to crowd out the important. The work of God is often small 
and slow: Jesus speaks of mustard seeds, common spar-
rows, and yeast worked all through the dough. It takes time 
and attention to train our eyes and hearts and lives to these 
deeper rhythms and realities.

So here’s your invitation:

 Slow down.

  Breathe deeply.

   Listen closely.                                  
                           God is near. 
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1
the wolf and 

the lamb
ISAIAH 65:17-25

MEMORY VERSE
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, 

he went up on a mountainside and sat down. 
His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them.

--MATTHEW 5:1-2A

AN INVITATION TO SPIRITUAL PRACTICE: GRATITUDE

As we prepare for the Thanksgiving holiday season, this 
is a perfect time to reflect upon our lives and the ways 
God has blessed us. Grab a journal or a sheet of paper and 
set a timer for five minutes. Then, write down everything 
that comes to mind that you are thankful for, both big and 
small. Think of tangible blessings like material goods, food, 
nature, and people, but also intangibles like feelings, love, 
and inspiration.

When the timer goes off, reflect upon your list and share 
portions of it with your group. If you’re studying alone, 
what patterns do you see in your list? 

Then, take a moment and pray over your gratitude list. 
How is each thing you’ve written down a gift from God? 
What does it show you about God’s care and concern for 
you? Perhaps you’d like to make this gratitude journaling a 
regular practice in the season of Advent!
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AN INVITATION TO STUDY:
Read Isaiah 65:17-19 aloud.

Q1. What does God promise to create? What sounds will 
not be heard there?

People often speak of “going to heaven when we die,” but 
we tend to mention the new heaven and earth much less 
frequently. Yet this is the promised pinnacle of God’s good 
creation--that one day he will return to make all things 
new, restoring not only the heavens but the earth as well! 
The things we love here--food, fellowship, nature--are part 
of God’s ultimate design for eternity.

In his book Surprised by Hope, NT Wright describes God’s 
plan for this new creation: “So far from sitting on clouds 
playing harps, as people often imagine, the redeemed peo-
ple of God in the new world will be the agents of his love 
going out in new ways, to accomplish new creative tasks, 
to celebrate and extend the glory of his love...”

Q2. How does the picture of the new heavens and earth 
described in Isaiah 65 and by NT Wright above differ from 
what you’ve heard elsewhere? Why do you think these 
other perspectives are so common?

Read Isaiah 65:20-25 aloud.
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Q3. What are some of the hallmarks of God’s new creation? 
What words does Isaiah use to describe its goodness?

Gnosticism was the ancient belief that essentially taught 
that physical things--our bodies, the natural world--were 
bad but spiritual things--our souls, our minds--were good. 
We see how this belief still lingers today in the idea that 
when we die our spirits go to heaven while our bodies 
decay on earth. 

Yet this is not what the Bible teaches. Instead, we are told 
our bodies will rise with Christ (1 Corinthians 15:12, 20-26) 
and that God will bring about a “new heavens and a new 
earth” (Is. 65:17). This realization can help us connect more 
deeply to the physical things of this world: caring for cre-
ation, working for healthy bodies, bringing justice to our 
neighborhoods, and more.

As we pray in the Lord’s prayer: “Thy kingdom come, on 
earth as it is in heaven.” Our future hope points to a glori-
ous reality of healed and whole bodies, souls, heaven, and 
earth, where we are reunited with the God who loves us.

Q4. How does this passage describe the brokenness of our 
current reality? How might we reckon with our knowledge 
of imperfection and decay here and now? What does this 
passage have to say about our eternal hope?
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AN INVITATION TO REFLECTION: 

Q1. Which description of the new creation stands out to 
you the most and why?

Q2. What is broken in your life today that you long for God 
to restore? 

Q3. How might God be inviting you into that work of resto-
ration?

Q4. What signs of God’s kingdom at work do you see in 
your life today? In the church? In your neighborhood?
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AN INVITATION TO ACTION:

1. Practice gratitude
Think of three people who have made a difference in your 
life and write each of them a personal note this week. 

2. Study the new heavens and earth more in depth
Read Isaiah 65:17-25, 1 Corinthians 15:12, 20-25, and 
Revelation 21-22. What do they teach us about eternity and 
what God has in store? For further reading, pick up a copy 
of NT Wright’s Surprised by Hope to read more about the 
Christian teaching of eternity. (This one is a beautiful but 
challenging read - you may want to read it with a friend!)

3. Broaden your feast
As you plan for Thanksgiving, ask God to help you broaden 
your table. Are there neighbors in need? Lonely people in 
your pew? Overwhelmed families with young children? 
New widows or widowers? How might God be encouraging 
you to practice hospitality this Thanksgiving? If you are 
alone or not up for cooking a big meal (remember: hospi-
tality doesn’t have to be fancy or expensive, it’s simply a 
way of welcoming another person and helping them feel at 
home), are there other ways you might extend hospitality 
this week?
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2
the fullness of God

COLOSSIANS 1:11-20

MEMORY VERSE
He said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
--MATTHEW 5:2B-3

AN INVITATION TO SPIRITUAL PRACTICE:  STILLNESS

The holiday season can be a time of near-constant hustle. 
One counterweight is the spiritual practice of stillness, qui-
eting our minds and hearts so we can receive from God.

Sit still with your feet flat on the floor. Take a moment 
and breathe deeply in and out. Pay attention to where 
your body is holding tension or pain. Are your shoulders 
crunched up? Does your back ache? Are your hands rest-
ing gently on your lap or the table, or are they fidgeting or 
clenched? Continue to breathe deeply.

Then read the following short verse from the psalmist: 
Be still and know that I am God (Psalm 46:10a).

Set a timer for five minutes. During those minutes, sit still 
and breathe in and out. Focus on the words of the Psalm 
and make it a prayer to God. 

At the end of five minutes, reflect: was it easy or difficult to 
be still? In what ways did God meet you in the stillness? 
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AN INVITATION TO STUDY:

The book of Colossians was written by the apostle Paul 
to the church in Colossae, or modern-day Turkey. It was a 
Roman territory located in a lush river valley. Most biblical 
scholars believe that Paul most likely never visited this 
church, but instead learned of them through his friend and 
fellow church-planter Epaphrus before sending them this 
letter for encouragement and instruction.

Read Colossians 1:13-14 aloud.
Q1. What has God rescued us from? Where has he brought 
us? What does this mean to you? 

In her book Handle with Care, Lore Wilbert writes, “God 
made us with bodies and came in a body and died in a 
body and rose again in a body, and one day all His people 
will dwell with Him forever--every one of us in our own 
glorified body. Each of those realities matter to the entire 
gospel narrative and so they should each inform the way 
we interact with the world around us.”

We are not merely spirits--God has given us bodies as well. 
The physical world is so important to him he sent his son 
Jesus in the flesh, to dwell in our midst.

Read Colossians 1:15-20 aloud.
Q2. What two things is the Son (v.15)? How do verses 16-20 
help make sense of Jesus as the “firstborn”? What is he the 
firstborn over? 
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Q3. What does it mean that Jesus is the “image of the 
invisible God” (v.19)? What does Jesus show us about who 
God is and what God is like?

Q4. What does it mean to you that Jesus is “the head of the 
body, the church”? Is it like being the head of a company? 
The leader of a band? Something else entirely?

AN INVITATION TO REFLECTION: 

Q1. Have you ever received a letter of encouragement 
or instruction (or perhaps an email, phone call, or text!)? 
What kindness did they offer? How did the letter impact 
you? What impact do you think Paul’s letter had on the 
early church in Colossae?
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Q2. We worship one God revealed to us in three “persons,” 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. (If this blows your mind a lit-
tle, join the club!) How does knowing Jesus help us under-
stand God the Father? How does the work of the Holy Spirit 
connect us to Jesus? How does God the Father connect to 
the Holy Spirit?

Q3.  What might it mean that God himself is a community 
(one God, three persons)? What does this teach us about 
the importance of relationship?

Q4. Our world can sometimes seem as though it is spin-
ning out of control. Why does Paul teach that in Jesus “all 
things hold together” (v.17)? What does this mean from a 
practical point of view? From a spiritual one? What might it 
mean from a scientific perspective?
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AN INVITATION TO ACTION:

1. Practice stillness
Set aside five to ten minutes each day to sit in stillness with 
God, letting the busyness of the season go. Breathe deeply, 
sit comfortably and quietly, and receive God’s love for you.

2. Make a memorization plan
This Advent season we are memorizing the Beatitudes 
together--statements of blessing from Jesus in Matthew’s 
Gospel. Write or print out these verses (or record them!) 
and make a plan to memorize them. Pastor Courtney likes 
writing them on the walls of her shower. Pastor Daryl prints 
up verses for the refrigerator. Others like to journal them, 
finding that the act of writing them out by hand aids in 
memorization. Perhaps you want to commit with a friend 
or your study group to memorize them together!

3. Invest in community
Who do you regularly come in contact with in your neigh-
borhood, at school, at work, or another place where you 
regularly spend time? Be intentional this week about 
spending a little extra time, asking an additional question 
or two of the people you encounter, learning their names, 
and connecting to your community.
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3
therefore, 

keep watch
MATTHEW 24:36-44

MEMORY VERSE 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

 --Matthew 5:4

AN INVITATION TO SPIRITUAL PRACTICE: PRAYER WALK

There are many different ways to pray, and not all of them 
are in stillness! Adding motion to our prayers can help us 
focus our thoughts, direct our energy, and have fun, too. 
Choose a time (perhaps now!) to add steps to your prayers. 
Walk through your neighborhood, around your school, 
across your church campus, or somewhere else meaning-
ful to you. As you walk, talk to God about what you see. 

Tell God your hopes for the space. What would flourishing 
look like for the people who work, learn, live, or worship 
here? Imagine with God as you walk. If your mind wanders 
a bit, that’s okay, simply return to your prayer when you 
remember.

Look up and down and all around as you walk. Thank God 
for blessings you encounter--birds, insects, weather pat-
terns, foliage dormant or in bloom. 

Then reflect: how did adding motion affect your prayers?
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AN INVITATION TO STUDY:

Read Matthew 24:36-42 aloud.
Q1. How is the return of the Lord described?

During the early phases of the pandemic, interest in bird-
watching skyrocketed. Downloads of the National Audubon 
Society’s bird ID app doubled, the Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy’s free Merlin ID app shot up 102%, and, according to 
National Geographic, sales of birdseed and birdwatching 
accessories grew by over 50%. 

In the face of global disruption, economic uncertainty, sick-
ness, and death, people began noticing the natural world 
in richer ways than ever before. 

It can be easy to look at the return of Christ in one of two 
misguided ways: first, as an escape hatch for all that is 
difficult here on earth. Second: through an anxiety-pro-
ducing, Jesus-is-coming-back-and-boy-is-he-mad-at-you 
paradigm. Yet God’s invitation to keep watch is a life-giving 
invitation designed to help tether us to the heart of Jesus, 
alert and in touch with our deepest longings for all to be 
made well.

Q2. In light of this, what does it mean to “keep watch” 
(v.42)? Who or what are we watching for, and how might 
this awareness affect our daily life?
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Q3. How might the awareness that Jesus is coming back 
affect our financial choices? Our long-term plans?

We may be tempted by two opposite pitfalls: one is to live 
like only today matters. The other is to focus exclusively on 
Christ’s return, becoming obsessive about the end of the 
world. However, there is a healthy middle ground where 
we cultivate knowledge of Christ’s return, including the 
awareness that each of us only has a limited lifetime, but 
trust God with the details of how and when and where.

In Surprised by Hope, NT Wright puts it this way: “The 
power of the gospel lies not in the offer of a new spirituality 
or religious experience, not in the threat of hellfire, which 
can be removed if only the hearer checks this box, prays 
this prayer, raises a hand, or whatever, but in the powerful 
announcement that God is God, that Jesus is Lord, that the 
powers of evil have been defeated, that God’s new world 
has begun.”

Read Matthew 24:43-44 aloud.
Q4. Why do you think God doesn’t tell us exactly when 
Jesus is coming back? What value might there be in un-
certainty? In the slow unveiling of new information? Of 
surprise?
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AN INVITATION TO REFLECTION: 

Q1. Describe a good surprise you’ve experienced. What 
was good about it? Would it have been as enjoyable if you 
knew all the details in advance? Why or why not?

Q2. Describe a bad surprise you’ve experienced. What was 
bad about it? Would you have dreaded it more if you had 
information about it in advance? Why or why not?

Q3. Jesus tells Mary not to cling to his resurrected body. 
Why does he say this? What people, plans, or things are 
you tempted to cling to? 

Q4. In what ways is God calling you to practical action this 
week? What is one specific action you plan to take?
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AN INVITATION TO ACTION:

1. Make a practical plan for the end
If you were to die tomorrow, are there affairs of yours that 
would not be set in order? Do you have a living will? An 
advanced directive? Any instructions for your memorial 
service? If not, take the time to make these arrangements 
this week.

2. Make a spiritual plan for the end
If you were to die tomorrow, are there spiritual matters 
you’ve left undone? What are some things from the past 
that you cannot change for which you need God’s peace? 
What are some things you can change for which you need 
God’s strength and courage? Take time this week to bring 
them to the Lord, a pastor, or a trusted friend, to discern 
what steps you may need to take.

3. Do the thing you’ve been putting off
When we believe we have all the time in the world, we 
might put off hard conversations, important words, or 
necessary reconciliation. What have you been putting off? 
Bring it to the Lord and ask for his help in discerning if it is 
something you could tackle this week, with his help.
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4
heaven 

comes near
MATTHEW 3:1-12

MEMORY VERSE 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled. 

--MATTHEW 5:5-6

AN INVITATION TO SPIRITUAL PRACTICE: WAITING

Advent is a season of waiting. We wait for spiritual things: 
for Christmas, to celebrate the birth of Jesus and for his 
second coming, to usher in the new heavens and earth. 
But we also wait for the end of semesters at school, for a 
holiday break from work, for the arrival of friends or family, 
for special seasonal items at the store, and more.

Waiting can be an exercise in frustration or it can be a 
spiritual discipline that helps us draw closer to Jesus. As 
the Psalmist writes, “Wait on the Lord. Be strong, and take 
heart, and wait for the Lord” (Psalm 27:14).

Turn to the Lord in your waiting this week. In traffic, in line, 
as you wait for the joys of the season, and even as you wait 
for Christ’s return in glory. You may find it helpful to medi-
tate on the Psalm above, or on the Matthew memorization 
passage as you do. How might it change your waiting to 
wait with Jesus?
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AN INVITATION TO STUDY:

John the Baptist was a second cousin of Jesus, the son of 
Elizabeth--Mary’s cousin. You can read his miraculous birth 
story in Luke 1:5-25 and 57-80. 

Read Matthew 3:1-6 aloud.
Q1. What does John the Baptist look like? Who does he 
quote? What is he doing at the Jordan River?

Read Matthew 3:7-12 aloud. Give reign to your inner drama-
tist here--is John shouting? Somber? Speaking calmly? Full 
of intensity and fire? Read it a few different ways.

Q2. John’s message is far from cute and cuddly--he speaks 
of unquenchable fire and calls the Pharisees a brood of 
vipers! What might be the purpose of such strong speech?

Here John is speaking to the Pharisees, a group of religious 
leaders who were often more concerned with outward 
appearances and maintaining their status quo of power 
than cultivating changed hearts before God. Some of the 
strongest statements in Scripture are reserved for people 
who hold power but use it for personal gain rather than 
communal flourishing.
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Q3. John the Baptist is preparing the way for Jesus. How 
is he doing this? What did the Pharisees need to know, be-
lieve, do, or change to be ready for Jesus? What about us?

Q4. What do you think it means to be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit? With fire? Read Acts 2:1-12 for more insight.

AN INVITATION TO REFLECTION: 

Q1. John was an outsider in many ways. His appearance 
seemed strange to most people. He ate unconventional 
food. He spoke words of judgment. Do you ever feel like an 
outsider? In what ways? How do you treat outsiders?
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Q2. What concern does God have for those who are out-
siders? How do we see that in this passage? In the rest of 
Scripture?

Q3. The Pharisees were part of the religious establishment. 
They held great power and prestige in their society. In what 
ways are you part of the establishment? 

Q4. What power do you hold? How might God be inviting 
you to use the power you have to serve and bless others?
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AN INVITATION TO ACTION:

1. Practice waiting
Intentionally slow yourself down this week. Cook a leisure-
ly meal, savor your morning coffee, choose the longest 
line at the grocery store, linger at the mailbox to talk to a 
neighbor. As you wait, tune in to your mind and body. How 
does waiting make you feel? Then give God thanks for the 
waiting and look for him at work around you. What do you 
notice?

2. Care for an outsider
Who do you know who doesn’t quite fit in? Maybe they’re 
new to this country or struggle to make friends at school. 
Perhaps they eat lunch alone in the break room or are 
going through a difficult divorce. Maybe you feel that you 
don’t really fit in, either! Reach out in friendship this week 
and share a conversation, a visit, or a meal.

3. Reflect on your power
Make a list of the ways that come to mind that you wield 
power. (None of us are kings and queens, of course, but 
each of us enjoys certain advantages due to the country we 
live in and our material wealth--especially when compared 
to much of the developing world. We may also enjoy spe-
cial status because of our jobs, neighborhoods, schools, 
etc.) What rights, privileges, opportunities, and security do 
you hold? How do these things make your life easier? How 
might each of them be an invitation from God to use them 
not only for your good, but for the good of your neighbor 
and the glory of God?
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5
good news

MATTHEW 11:2-11

MEMORY VERSE 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

--MATTHEW 5:7-8

AN INVITATION TO SPIRITUAL PRACTICE: DELIGHT

Savoring the blessings of God takes attention, time, and 
focus. When we’re running at top speed, it can be hard to 
delight in the Lord or the gifts he offers to us.

Set aside ten minutes this week to soak in the delights of 
the season. Think about what you love most about the hol-
idays - is it carols? Candles? A well-lit tree? Neighborhood 
light displays? Delicious cookies? 

For ten minutes, focus on the delight you’ve chosen. Soak 
it in. Notice all the little details: scent and sound and color 
and texture. Breathe deeply in and out.

Then, thank God for each element of the delight he’s 
provided to you. What does this particular delight have to 
teach you about who God is and how God loves you?
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AN INVITATION TO STUDY:

Read Matthew 11:2-6 aloud.
Often when asked a question, Jesus gives a sideways 
answer. John wants a yes or no - is he the Messiah? And in-
stead Jesus answers with a bit of a riddle asking, what has 
John seen? Then Jesus describes miracles he’s performed 
that were first described in the Scriptures of Isaiah. These 
miracles were widely believed to be the hallmark of the 
Messiah to come.

John asks a simple question and Jesus responds, in 
essence, “Here’s what I’ve done. You know the Scriptures. 
What do you think?”

Q1. What six things does Jesus say he’s done?

Q2. What might it mean to “stumble on account” of Jesus 
(v.6)? 

Read Matthew 11:7-11 aloud.

Q3. Jesus turns now to describing John the Baptist as a 
messenger preparing the way for him. He quotes from Mal-
achi (Mal. 3:10, quoted in v.10), a direct connection to the 
Old Testament prophecy about the coming Messiah. Then 
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he says something a bit odd: John is the greatest person 
ever born and yet the least in the kingdom of heaven. What 
do you think he means?

Q4. God often reverses things in Scripture: the first shall 
one day be last, the lowly will be raised up, and those who 
mourn shall rejoice. What hope might we find in these 
truths? 

AN INVITATION TO REFLECTION: 

Q1. Can you think of an example in your life where you 
witnessed a kingdom reversal (first to last, mourning to 
rejoicing, lowly raised up, etc.)? What happened and what 
was it like for you?
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Q2. John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus and then 
spent the rest of his fairly short life pointing toward Jesus. 
In what ways is that an example to us? 

Q3. What does your life point to? If someone didn’t know 
you but witnessed your life for an entire week, what priori-
ties would they notice? 

Q4. Are there priorities you need to reevaluate in light of 
the hope of Jesus?
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AN INVITATION TO ACTION:

1. Savor delight
Extend your opening spiritual practice to an entire morn-
ing, afternoon, or evening. Go on a hike in search of de-
light, cook a sumptuous meal, soak in a beach sunset, or 
find another way to delight in the beauty and blessings 
of God with the fullness of your heart, spirit, and senses. 
What do you notice about yourself? About God?

2. Go last
John the Baptist illustrates Jesus’s teaching that, in God’s 
kingdom, the first are last and the last first. Seek to put 
others ahead of you this week in small, simple ways. 
Serve others at meals before you eat yourself, look for the 
comfort and care of others before your own, and find other 
creative ways to live into this kingdom principle. What hap-
pens in your heart, mind, and spirit when you seek to put 
others first? What is difficult about it? Enjoyable? Where do 
you see God at work?

3. Cultivate your imagination
Read the O. Henry short story “The Gift of the Magi” OR the 
T.S. Eliot poem “The Journey of the Magi.” In what ways 
does the work of poetry or fiction you chose illustrate a 
Gospel truth? 

You can pick up the O. Henry story at a local library or find 
it here: https://americanliterature.com/author/o-henry/
short-story/the-gift-of-the-magi

The T.S. Eliot poem can be found here (with an audio op-
tion of Eliot himself reading it!): https://poetryarchive.org/
poem/journey-magi/
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6
God with us

MATTHEW 1:18-25

MEMORY VERSE 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 

God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteous-
ness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

--MATTHEW 5:9-10

AN INVITATION TO SPIRITUAL PRACTICE: SONG

Singing can be a powerful spiritual experience. Studies 
have shown that choirs who sing together begin breathing 
in rhythm, and often their heartbeats synchronize as well! 
Lifting our voices in song or enjoying the music of others 
can help connect us more fully to both our minds and our 
hearts, focusing our intellects and our emotions on the 
things of God.

This season has some of the most beloved songs, hymns, 
and carols of the entire church year. Choose an Advent or 
Christmas song that speaks of Jesus and listen to, sing, 
or play it together. Let the words wash over you, and then 
reflect:

Which song did you choose and why? What words of this 
song speak to you the most, and why? How might sing-
ing (or listening to music) be one way to connect us more 
deeply with God?

Listen to this song (or another favorite Advent or Christmas 
hymn) every day this week. While you listen, breathe deep-
ly, still your body, and receive the love of God for you.
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AN INVITATION TO STUDY:

Read Matthew 1:18-21 aloud. 
We don’t know much about Joseph. This is the lengthiest 
passage about him we find in Scripture. Yet what we do 
learn in these few short verses is quite powerful.

Q1. What does this text teach us about who Joseph is? 
What is important to him? Who or what guides his life?

Q2. What does the angel tell Joseph not to be (v.20)? This 
is a common theme with angels! Why do you think Joseph 
needed this message? What might he have feared?

Read Matthew 1:22-25 aloud.
Q3. What does Immanuel mean? 
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Q4. What does it mean that God is with us? What might it 
mean to the church? To you personally? 

AN INVITATION TO REFLECTION: 

Q1. What are some silly things you fear? (For example: 
Pastor Courtney is NOT a fan of spiders.) Why do you fear 
them?

Q2. What are some deeper things you fear? How might the 
angel’s message in v.20 be one for you, too? 
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Q3. Mary and Joseph are pictures of faithfulness. God asks 
a great deal of them, and they say yes. What is God asking 
of you right now? What feelings does this request bring up? 
How might you faithfully wrestle with God amidst the fear, 
anger, confusion, pain, joy, or any other combination of 
feelings God’s call brings up in you?

Q4. How might you say yes to God? If you’re in a group, 
how can the group help you say this yes today? How might 
they keep you accountable? If you’re studying alone, is 
there someone you can tell about this decision, so they 
can encourage you in this journey?
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AN INVITATION TO ACTION:

1. Make a faith decision
Take a moment and go back to your answer for Reflection 
question #4. What is God asking you to say yes to? How can 
you confirm this yes in your life? What will be different on 
the other side of this decision?

2. Follow these models of faithfulness
Mary and Joseph are pictures of faithfulness to God. When 
it’s joyful and easy, they follow. When it’s difficult and cost-
ly, they follow. What is one practical way you can follow 
their model of faithfulness this week? 

3. Practice wonder
The Christmas season is filled with opportunities to marvel 
at what God has done. What sparks wonder in you? Take a 
few moments to ponder it this week.
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Space for Artistic Responses
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Advent Poem
by Ralph Parris

longtime PCOM member

As we remember the first, humble ChristmasAs we remember the first, humble Christmas
and prepare for the glory of Christ’s second comingand prepare for the glory of Christ’s second coming

our salvation is already in usour salvation is already in us
because of His constant lovingbecause of His constant loving

  
The whole world was ailing when He came,The whole world was ailing when He came,

Before the coming of the SaviorBefore the coming of the Savior
we were ignorant, and subject to eternal shamewe were ignorant, and subject to eternal shame

slaves of the devil, and shackled with sinful behaviorslaves of the devil, and shackled with sinful behavior
  

Exiled from our true country. Lost in darknessExiled from our true country. Lost in darkness
He came as our Teacher, our RedeemerHe came as our Teacher, our Redeemer

our Liberator, our Guide our Liberator, our Guide 
our Enlightener, and our Savior.our Enlightener, and our Savior.

  
we are easily misled,we are easily misled,

weak in action, and feeble in resistance.weak in action, and feeble in resistance.
We need the Lord,We need the Lord,

To bring His light to cure our blindnessTo bring His light to cure our blindness
  

Advent is a time whenAdvent is a time when
we hope and waitwe hope and wait

when God comes from heavenwhen God comes from heaven
to bring us love and banish hateto bring us love and banish hate
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