
360 BIBLE STUDY 

CONSIDER THE RAVENS | Luke 12:22-32 

Perhaps no single Bible verse has adorned more coffee mugs or t-shirts than Philippians 4:13—“I can do 
all things through him who gives me strength.” And rightly so, this simple verse is an apt reminder of our 
true sources of strength in every endeavor of life. But a closer look at the context, reveals Paul has 
something far more specific in mind. The NIV translaLon powerfully captures the sense of the passage. 

12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of 
being content in any and every situa<on, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or 
in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength (Philippians 4:12-13). 

The strength that Paul has in mind is “contentment in any and every situaLon,” which indeed is a 
remarkable work of God in the human heart. This is not a one and out for Paul.  He returns to the same 
theme towards the end of his life, in an inLmate leOer to his young protege, Timothy. 

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we 
can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that (1 
Timothy 6:6-8). 

Augur (The obscure author of the first of two epilogues to the book of Proverbs) has a rather unique take 
on contentment. He prays: 

7 “Two things I ask of you, Lord; do not refuse me before I die: 8 Keep falsehood and lies far from 
me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 9 Otherwise, I may have 
too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ Or I may become poor and steal, and so 
dishonor the name of my God (Proverbs 30:7-9).  

As Jesus and his disciples make their way toward Jerusalem the conversaLon becomes more intense. 
Jesus is not simply expounding general kingdom principles for their encouragement and comfort, he is 
preparing his disciples for the persecuLon they will not only face in Jerusalem, but will conLnue to face 
in the wake of his crucifixion and resurrecLon. An ominous note hangs in the air. 

“When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authori<es, do not worry about how you 
will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that <me what 
you should say (Luke 12:11).”  

Jesus not only warns them of the certainty of persecuLon, he also challenges them not to be distracted 
by the things of this world. Jesus has already set the tone in the parable of the sower. 

14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they 
are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature (Luke 8:14).  

In Luke 12:22-34, Jesus reminds us of God’s providenLal care and encourages us to pursue true riches of 
God’s reign and rule in our lives. 

A GENERAL WARNING AGAINST WORRY (vv. 22-23) 
22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or 
about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothes.  

1. Even in our prosperity, we spend an inordinate amount of Lme thinking about food and clothes. 
Most of our instagram posts are portraits of fine meals or stylish poses in front of some notable 
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landmark. Jesus’ iniLal audience would not have been obsessed with gourmet meals or a sense of 
style. Most of them were substance farmers or arLsans. They would have had a genuine concern of 
whether they could feed and clothe their families. 

a. Why would Jesus’ iniLal audience have been tempted to spend a lot of Lme and energy worrying 
about food and clothes? 

b. Why are we so fascinated with our favorite restaurants and a personal sense of style? 

c. Which is more dangerous? Why? 

2. When Jesus tells us that life is more than food and the body more than clothes, he is reminding us 
that God created us for so much more than the things that normally consume our Lme and 
aOenLon. 

a. What are some things that tend to consume our Lme and aOenLon? 

b. What has God created us (and redeemed us) for? 

c. How do our preoccupaLons with other things keep us from experiencing everything God created 
us and redeemed us to experience? 

A GENTLE REMINDER OF GOD’S PROVIDENTIAL CARE (vv. 24-28) 
24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. 
And how much more valuable you are than birds!  
25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26 Since you cannot do this very li_le thing, 
why do you worry about the rest?  
27 “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all 
his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is 
here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of li_le faith!  

1. Jesus borrows from a common Old Testament image.  In a series of probing quesLons, God asked 
Job, “Who provides food for the raven when its young cry out to God and wander about for lack of 
food (Job 38:41)?” The Psalmist reminds us, “[God] provides food for the caOle and for the young 
ravens when they call (Psalm 148:9).  

In modern literature ravens are o`en dark and shadowy figures (think Edgar Allen Poe). In the Old 
Testament they were considered unclean and were equally dark and foreboding in ancient Jewish 
literature.  1

How might the fact that God cares for even an “unclean” creature add to our understanding of the 
wonder of God’s providenLal care? 

2. It is not that ravens don’t expend an inordinate amount of Lme and energy in feeding their young, 
they simply do so without worry or anxiety.  

a. According to Jesus, what does worry add to our lives? 

b. How do modern medical studies on the effects of stress in our lives reinforce Jesus’ point? 

 In anLquity, they were among the least respected of birds (Fitzmyer 1985: 978).1
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3. While we are naturally aOracted to “majesty and beauty,” Jesus reminds us that the majesty and 
beauty were not our idea, but God’s. And that the majesty and beauty that God provides for 
common wild flowers is far more grand than anything Solomon in all of his wealth could procure for 
himself. 

a. How does God provide a sense of dignity and beauty for those he loves, that is far deeper and 
richer than anything the world might provide? 

b. What happens when we pursue the world’s idea of beauty rather than God’s? 

c. Why might the pursuit of majesty and beauty apart from God be considered a “lack of faith?” 

THE LIFE LONG PURSUIT OF A GRACIOUS GIFT (vv. 31-34) 
29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world 
runs ader all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.  
31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.v  
32 “Do not be afraid, li_le flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.  
33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a 
treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  
34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

1. How would you describe God’s kingdom?  

2. What has God given us in “the gi` of the kingdom (verse 32)?” 

3. What does it mean to “seek his kingdom (verse 31)?” 

4. This secLon is composed of four direct commands: “Do not set your heart on what you will eat or 
drink;” “Seek his kingdom;” “Do not be afraid;” “Sell your possessions.” 

a. What is the significance of each of these commands? 

b. How do each of these contribute to our understanding of “God’s Kingdom” and his prioriLes? 

c. What are some of the cauLons and encouragements Jesus supplies? 

d. How do we “Provide purses for ourselves that will wear out, to a treasure in heaven”? 

5. When Jesus addresses his disciples as “liOle flock” he reminds us of God’s care for the weak and 
vulnerable. Isaiah tells us, “He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and 
carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young (Isaiah 40:11).” MaOhew 
recalls the heart of Jesus when confronted with pressing crowds, “he had compassion on them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd (MaOhew 9:36). 

How does the reassurance of Jesus’ tenderness and care enable us to trust him in some of the more 
difficult things he asks us to do? 
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Said the robin to the sparrow, 
“I should really like to know, 
Why these anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so.” 
Said the sparrow to the robin, 
“Friend I think that it must be, 
That they have no Heavenly Father, 
Such as cares for you and me.” 

― Elizabeth Cheney 
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