
Dear Chapel Family,

After 28 years of serving as your Senior Pastor, Lisa and I have come to the conclusion, I can’t
do this forever. So I will be retiring on May 7, 2023. We knew this day was coming and we have
been behind the scenes planning for it for several years. It is now finally time to start the
transition of my leaving the staff.

These years of planning have not been easy, but God has been faithful in helping the Elders
and me navigate the process of deciding the next Lead Pastor and what roles needed to be
added to continue the growth and success of The Chapel. In working toward my retirement
from the senior pastorate, I have wanted it to be as seamless as it could be.

If you weren’t able to come to service this past Sunday, you can view my announcement
here: YourPlaceToBelong.com/Transition

I don’t think this comes to you as a shock. If one lives long enough to reach the age of
retirement, it has to happen sometime. Many of you said to me, “Don’t you retire.” And I have
said back to you, “Aren’t you going to sometime?” Then many reply, “Just not yet.” And I say,
“Well it will be in the future out there.” And now it is the future after much prayer and
planning.

You may have various questions about the process of how this came to be. I would
encourage you to please get to our website, YourPlaceToBelong.com/Transition, where we
have a FAQ document, a place to ask questions, and other important information that is
updated regularly regarding the transition.

I also strongly recommend you attend all three of our informational meetings to learn about
the process we have worked through to get to where we are today. The membership of The
Chapel needs to attend these three meetings held in the Worship Center. All non-members
are equally encouraged to come as well. Our meetings will be held in the Worship Center
(and on Zoom), targeting a one-hour session each night. If you miss a meeting, these will be
recorded, and a private link will go out in the following week’s ePress. Questions may be
submitted ahead of time at YourPlacetoBelong.com/Questions, or in person at the end of
each meeting.
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Our meetings and topics are:

● Tuesday, January 25 at 7:00 PM
○ Review the history of the transition to this point, why Corey is recommended,

and review the Selection Committee process.
● Tuesday, February 1 at 7:00 PM

○ Review the planned staffing structure.
● Tuesday, February 8 at 7:00 PM

○ Questions and answers.

We will then hold a membership vote on Sunday, February 13 immediately following each
service to affirm the Selection Committee and approve the proposed staffing positions and
authorize their funding.

It has been and still is a great joy to serve here at The Chapel. Rarely do senior pastors survive
28 years in a pastorate. Well, we didn’t survive here, we thrived! How grateful I am to the Lord
to see all that He accomplished through this church body, all for His glory! I am also so
thankful for the Board of Elders who have overseen this process of transition and led by the
Transition Team that served so unified, Ken O’Neill, Jim Spicer, Phil Hughes, Maynard Schoen,
being replaced by Kirk Dunsbergen, and myself. And of course the process isn’t complete. So
will you join me in praying faithfully for the next 16 months, that we will carry out the process
that God desires?

May the Lord Jesus be glorified in all that takes place here at The Chapel.

Pastor Phil
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