Whose Is It? ~ Mark 12: 1-27
 	After Jesus inspects His temple, its leaders challenge His authority. Three confrontations press the same question: whose is the vineyard, whose are you, and who gets the last word?Whose Is It? ~ Mark 12: 1-27


1. The vineyard is His
Jesus takes up Isaiah’s picture of Israel as God’s vineyard. The owner provided everything for fruit, but the tenants kept the harvest. They beat and kill his servants. At last he sends his beloved son. Knowing he is the heir, they murder him for the inheritance. The priests and scribes know Jesus speaks against them (vv. 1–12).
The owner will judge those tenants and give the vineyard to others. The stone rejected by the builders will become the cornerstone (Psalm 118). Jesus knows they will kill Him, yet goes willingly and makes their crime the means of salvation. Gentiles once far off are brought near by His blood. We receive this place by grace.
The church belongs to Christ, not to its pastor, elders, or longstanding families. He expects the fruit of faith, repentance, and love. Listen for the word “my” this week: my ministry, my money, my way. Where have you acted as though the Owner owes you the vineyard?
2. You are His
Pharisees and Herodians ask whether it is lawful to pay taxes to Caesar (vv. 13–17). Either answer appears dangerous. Jesus asks whose image is on the denarius: Caesar’s. Give him the coin. Then give God what bears His image. Genesis 1 says that you do. Jesus exposes the larger debt they hoped to avoid: have they rendered themselves to God?
Pay what civil authorities are owed, but ask what claims your best hours and loyalty. We have defaced God’s image through sin. The perfect image of God came to ransom us with His own blood. You belong to Him.


3. The last word is His
The Sadducees deny the resurrection and bring Jesus a case from Moses’ law (vv. 18–27). If seven brothers successively marry the same childless widow, whose wife will she be after the resurrection? They assume the life to come must follow the conditions of this one. Jesus answers that they know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. Resurrection life will be different; their imagined problem cannot overturn God’s promise.
Then Jesus takes them to the burning bush, in the books of Moses they claim to trust. Long after the patriarchs died, God calls Himself the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. His covenant with them has not ended at the grave. He is “not God of the dead, but of the living.” They had decided beforehand what God could do and read His Word within that limit.
We face the same temptation. A command confronts us, and we decide God cannot expect obedience. A promise stretches beyond our experience, and we decide He cannot mean it. We treat ourselves as judges of Scripture when His Word should correct us. What promise or command have you reduced to fit your preferences? What trouble have you decided is beyond His power? The God who raised Christ from the dead has the last word.
So, whose is it? The vineyard is His. You bear His image. His Word rules. Bring your grasping and resistance to the Son who rendered perfect obedience, bore the judgment we deserved, and rose again. The tenants sought to steal the Son’s inheritance; by His willing death He makes repentant sinners fellow heirs. Take refuge in Him. “I am not my own, but belong, body and soul, in life and in death, to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.”








