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PASTOR’S PEN

 

Simon Peter told them, “I’m going fishing.” 
They said, “We’ll go with you.” They set out in a boat, but throughout the 
night they caught nothing. Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, 
but the disciples didn’t realize it was Jesus.  
Jesus called to them, “Children, have you caught anything to eat?” 
They answered him, “No.” 
He said, “Cast your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” 
So they did, and there were so many fish that they couldn’t haul in the net. 
Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!” When  
Simon Peter heard it was the Lord, he wrapped his coat around himself (for 
he was naked) and jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in 
the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they weren’t far from shore, only 
about one hundred yards.” John 21:3-8 

When Jesus met his disciples after his resurrection, he asked them to 

put their nets down on the other side of the boat. They had been  

working all night. They were tired. They had tried everything they 

could think of with no success. Jesus simply asked them to use the  

other side. The result was a catch so big, they were unable to pull the 

nets back into the boat. Jesus didn’t change the net, the fishermen, the 

boat, or anything. Turns out changing something wasn’t the recipe for 

success. What was needed was faithfully following Jesus. The people, 

materials, and location were exactly the same. 

Often, we fall into the trap that changing something obvious will solve 

our problem, or malaise, or stagnation, or whatever. This is the  

training we have received from the marketing experts on Madison  

Avenue: buy this, or change this, and your life will be perfect. It is not 

true, in our personal or communal lives. What we need instead is  

simply following what Jesus asks of us. 

When I reflect on our time together in the last four years, I am thankful 

that we have been able to listen to Jesus. We have been able to do so 

much. Trinity is truly ready for the future, and I am thankful that I 

have been able to be a part of such an amazing community. Keep  

listening and resist the trap that changing something obvious will 

change everything. Only following Jesus will. 

Yours in Christ,   
Pastor Brian 
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Thanks to the people who have been attending Pub  

Theology! A couple reminders for you: there is no  

requirement that one must be a beer drinker to  

attend. WayGone Brewery also offers wine, home-

brewed seltzers, soft drinks, and water. The church 

provides pizza, and we ask for a $5 donation to 

help us offset that cost. We gather at 5:45pm at the 

WayGone Brewery on Patterson Avenue in the 

Canterbury Shopping Center. Each month our programs vary, and our goal is to end the evening 

by 7:00pm. On June 9, our program will be a community conversation led by Trinity member, Art 

Utley. Art will be interviewing Trinity’s Director of Operations, Bill Pike. We hope you will join us. 

Any questions? Contact Bill Pike at bpike@trinityumc.net 

YOUNG AT HEART—MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

PUB THEOLOGY: AN UPDATE 

Young at Heart has wonderful programs coming up! Registration for these events is 

on Sunday mornings or with Judy Oguich at joguich@trinityumc.net. These are open 

to everyone; come and bring a a friend! 

Sunday, June 14—Lunch at Hanover Tavern followed by the 

play “George Washington’s Teeth”. The cost of the play is $20, to 

be paid at registration. Lunch is paid on your own. Our lunch 

reservation is at 11:45am, folks can ride the church van (there are 

14 seats) or meet us there. Registration deadline is June 1. 

Wednesday, August 12—Trip to Riverside Center in Freder-

icksburg to have lunch and see Agatha Christie’s “The  

Mousetrap”. Hours are 10am to 5pm. The cost is $80, which  

includes meal, tax, gratuity, and the show. Registration deadline is July 26. 

Save the Date: 

Tuesday, September 29—Trip to have lunch at Michie Tavern with a stop at 

Carter Mountain (apples and apple cider donuts...oh my!) Hours are 10:45am to 

3:30pm. 

Wednesday, December 9—Trip to Riverside Center in Fredericksburg to see “A 

Christmas Carol”. 
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CONGRATULATIONS, TRINITY SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS! 

Congratulations to this year’s recipients of the Trinity Foundation Scholarships. The Foundation 

awarded scholarships to seven very deserving students, who were all recognized at our May 17 

Student and Graduate Service. JC Brooks 

(University of Virginia) and Nicole  

Murphy (University of North Carolina 

Wilmington) received the Galaspie  

Scholarship, Griffin Belding (University of 

Georgia) and Anne Claire Hart (Auburn 

University) received the McClure  

Scholarship, Meghan McPhail (James 

Madison University) received the Graham 

Scholarship, Matthew Estes (Virginia 

Tech) received the Basmajian Scholarship, 

and Sophia Swartz (Virginia Tech)  

received the Ekey Scholarship. 

 

The Trinity Foundation extends best wishes to each of these seven outstanding students as they 

continue their educational journey. 

YOUTH AND GRADUATE SUNDAY 

A big thank you to the Trinity Students, Associate Pastor & Director of Student Ministries Rev. 

Daniel Guenther, and all who took part in Youth and Graduate Sunday on May 17! We were  

inspired by the meaningful sermon by JC Brooks, the music chosen and led by our student  

musicians, the beautiful and lyrical prayers written by by our Students, the graphics to accent our  

digital worship, and more. 28 students took part in the service! Trinity is proud and thankful for 

your gifts! 

Photo credits: Ben Miller 

Thank you, Ben! 
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MY TRINITY STORY: BY PAULA CADDEN 

I was working at a temp job in April 1995 with Karen Bowman, who was on Trinity’s 
Staff Parish Committee, when she asked if I would be interested in working at her 
church.  I came and worked at Trinity for 2 weeks in a temporary capacity.  The first person I met when I 
walked in the door at Trinity was Harold Adams, who was a phone volunteer at the front desk (it was a 
Tuesday morning).  During these 2 weeks it was Administrative Professionals Day, and all the  
administrative staff were taken to lunch.  We were also given some special gifts.  It was a good time to be 
working here! 
 
The timing didn’t work out for me to stay at Trinity at that time.  However, it was only a few weeks later 
that I received a phone call from the Dr. Rev. Eugene R. Woolridge, Jr. asking if I could come in to talk 
with him.  After talking with him and Sandy Peele, who was the Chair of the Staff Parish Committee, I 

accepted the job of Office Administrator and began 
working here fulltime in July 1995.  Dr. Woolridge said 
my contract was for 1 million years.  Well, 31 years has 
been as close as I could get to 1 million! 
 
I’ve learned a great deal about Methodism during my 
time here working with Dr. Woolridge (2 years), John 
Peters (16 years), Larry Lenow (9 years), and Brian 
Siegle (4 years).  It has been interesting and enlighten-
ing.  I’ve also worked with 9 Associate Pastors – Dwight 
Zavitz, Tim Craig, Beth Jeffers, Kathy Gochenour, Teresa 

McRoberts, Thomas Lott, Drew Willson, HungSu Lim, and Daniel Guenther.  It’s been a journey that I 
wouldn’t trade for anything.  Maybe more like a roller coaster at times, but still a good thing! 
 
One day Charles Staples asked me, “Didn’t you say you play the keyboard?”  
Well, he needed someone to play the piano for a couple of dates during the 
summer for the mid-week summer services we had at that time.  So, I played 
the piano (I, of course, chose the songs).  Then Joan Lassiter asked me if I 
would sing for the UMW Call to Prayer service one year.  She had chosen a 
song from the Baptist Hymnal that I knew well.  After that I did play or sing 
for 1 or 2 more of the mid-week summer services when there was a need, and 
even for a Charge Conference one time.  I love music and I loved having these 
opportunities. 
 
In addition to my administrative job responsibilities, I have also helped with 
child care on occasion; I attended a Bible Study on Revelation with the Dr. Rev. Jim Turner; I delivered 
Sunday bulletins to the home of the Rev. Harry Eaton that he took to 3 of our homebound members each 
week; I have delivered altar flowers to a few of our members who were recovering from surgeries; I have 
helped a homebound member with some of her errands; and I have participated in many Trinity events 
throughout the years.  These things will always be a part of me and Trinity will always have my heart.   
 
In addition to current staff and Trinity members, I also cherish the friendships over the years with former 
staff members, and with those who are no longer with us – Genevieve and Vernon Collier, Alyce West, 
Myra Southworth, Alf Goodykoontz, Lane Dickinson, Walt Roish, 
Phoebe Mackey, Louise Beck, just to name a few of the many. 

 
I will continue to lift Trinity up in 
prayer after I retire on June 30, 
2026.  I love Trinity and I love my 
Trinity family!  Thank you for  
everything you have given or 
done for me. 
 
Paula Cadden 
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LOVE OFFERINGS 

As is customary, if you 

would like to contrib-

ute to a Love Offering 

to recognize Paula and  

Pastor Brian’s work 

and dedication, you can 

do so online, drop your 

gift in the collection 

plate or in-person at 

the Church Office, or 

mail a check. In the 

memo line indicate 

“Love Offering/Paula” 

or “Love Offering/

Pastor Brian”. If you 

would like to give 

online, use the drop-

down menu to select 

the correct Fund. If you 

have any questions, 

please contact Joey 

McPhail at  

Johelen.mcphail 

@gmail.com. 

 

RECEPTION DATES 

June 7—A reception to 

honor Paula Cadden’s 

31 years of service to 

Trinity will be held  

after the 10am service 

June 14—A reception 

to honor Pastor Brian 

& Holly will be held 

after the 10am service.  

THE WINDOW WANTS TO KNOW... 

The Window asked readers of Trinity’s weekly newsletter to submit 

memories or notes for Paula and Pastor Brian as they prepare for 

new chapters in life. Submitted responses are below: 

 

Brian, Working for, learning from, and collaborating with you will 

forever be a career highlight. Thank you for always being your best 

you and pushing your staff to be the best us that we can be! So 

grateful for your ministry, leadership, and friendship! 

Laura Maher 

Brian, I have enjoyed working with you and getting to know you and 

your family (including the dogs and cats!) these past 4 years. I  

appreciate who you are and your friendship. Blessings on your fami-

ly and your continued ministries serving God and His Kingdom.  

Paula Cadden 

The IT improvements and the TUMC app are wonderful additions 

because of Brian.  

Anonymous 

Brian and Holly, thanks for your leadership during your tenure at 

Trinity. It is my sincere hope that the transition for you and Holly at 

your next assignment will go well. All the best.  

Anonymous 

Paula: Wow thirty one years of working in a church, it is a miracle 

that you survived. You managed to navigate the ups and downs of 

the staff, the congregation, and the community Trinity serves. "Well 

done, our good and faithful servant." Enjoy every minute of your 

retirement, you earned it.  

Anonymous 

Paula has always been willing to help with anything that is needed 

and will be missed in the office. Happy Retirement!  

Anonymous 

Paula, What an absolute joy it has been to share an office with you 

for 10 months! I wish it could’ve been longer. Beginning with  

Halloween costumes and the epic Thanksgiving/Christmas office 

battle, co-sherpa’ing the Trinity office with you this year has been 

such a delight. It never feels like “work” when you’re around. I’ll 

miss you (and all that institutional knowledge!)  

Laura Maher 
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The New Shoes for Back to School ministry is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year. Founded by Third 

Street Bethel AME in 2006, the ministry has evolved to include multiple churches and a synagogue in a  

region-wide annual tradition serving thousands of students 

annually. Trinity’s involvement began in 2018.  

The goal is to help families in need by providing 

new shoes to school-age children so they can start 

the year feeling confident and included. 

The in-person distribution event is on Saturday, Aug. 22, 

2026 from 8am to 2pm at Third Street Bethel A.M.E. (614 

N. 3rd Street, Richmond). Any shoes left over are donated to 

area Title 1 schools. 

Over the years, the ministry has provided more than 

120,000 pairs of new shoes to Metro Richmond, Henri-

co and Chesterfield area schoolchildren in need. A  

coalition made up of churches and synagogues work  

together to make New Shoes for Back to School possible. This year’s participants  

include: Broad Rock Baptist, Ebenezer Baptist, Lyndale Baptist, Sharon Baptist, Sixth Baptist, Spring Creek 

Baptist, Temple Beth-El, Third Street Bethel AME, and Trinity United Methodist. 

Each congregation has been asked to donate 125 pairs of shoes. You can help by purchasing and 

bringing shoes to Trinity, or through financial contributions. (New Shoes for Back to School is included in 

the drop-down menu on the “Give” page at www.trinityumc.net/give. 

Volunteers are also needed on the day of the event. Each church/synagogue has been asked to provide volun-

teers. At the event, a large fellowship hall is set up with tables according to gender and size--some volunteers 

will help at the tables; others will accompany the families as they make their way around the hall. Please  

contact Beth Monroe bethmonr@gmail.com or (804) 339-0664 to learn more.   
 

SHOES FOR BACK TO SCHOOL MINISTRY 

GOOCHLANDCARES CLIENT COOKOUT—JUNE 23! 

GoochlandCares is hosting a picnic for its clients and their families on June 23, 2026.  Trinity UMC is invited 

to help provide food, supplies, and volunteers as part of our community partnership with GoochlandCares. 

Here are some opportunities for you to help: 

Volunteers:  GoochlandCares will need approximately 6 able-bodied volunteers from Trinity to help 

with set up, serving food, and clean up from 3:00 to 7:00pm on June 23 at GoochlandCares’ facility 

(2999 River Road West).  Please contact Carol at carolwampler@msn.com to learn more or sign up to help.  

Money:  Trinity is asked to provide food (such as hot dogs, buns, fruit, chips, dessert, water, condiments) 

and supplies (such as ice, paper plates, napkins).  The estimated cost of these items for approximately 100 

people runs between $375 and $450.  A donation of any amount of money would be helpful in funding the 

purchase of these items.   

There will be a table in Trinity’s Welcome Center before and after the church service on June 21 

to accept monetary donations.  Alternatively, you may write a check made payable to GoochlandCares 

and leave it in our church office. Any donations in excess of the amount needed to cover the client picnic will 

be donated to GoochlandCares to be used for the benefit of clients, as staff sees fit.  Thank you for your  

support of GoochlandCares! 

https://www.trinityumc.net/give
mailto:bethmonr@gmail.com
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Dear TUMC Church Family, 

 

As part of our Strategic Planning Process, Envisioning our Future: Building Trinity’s Roadmap, we 

identified a meaningful opportunity for growth: developing a better understanding of the gifts, talents, and 

spiritual strengths within our congregation — both individually and collectively. 

 

In response, we are launching a church-wide Spiritual Gifts Assessment process using the  

Discipleship Ministries Spiritual Gifts Inventory of The UMC. This effort will help us: 

• Better understand how God has uniquely equipped each member 
• Strengthen connections between individuals and ministry opportunities 
• Support our committees and service ministries with aligned leadership and participation 
• Provide our incoming pastor with valuable insight into the strengths of our congregation 

 
What We Are Asking You To Do 

We are asking each of you to complete the online Spiritual Gifts Inventory. The assessment: 

• Takes approximately 20–30 minutes and includes 80 multiple-choice questions 
• Should be completed at a time when you can reflect thoughtfully (the inventory does not allow for begin-

ning the process, leaving, and returning later). 

 
Please plan to complete the assessment by June 30. You may access the survey online through Discipleship 

Ministries here:  https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en  

We strongly encourage everyone to take the assessment online. If you do not have access, please contact the 

church office for assistance. 

About the Spiritual Gifts 

The United Methodist Church recognizes 20 gifts of the Spirit, drawn from Romans 12, Ephesians 4, and 

1 Corinthians 12–13. These gifts are not simply natural abilities, but ways the  Holy Spirit equips believers to 

serve the Body of Christ.  Each gift plays an important role in the life of the church. Together, they help us 

live out God’s call to ministry in our congregation and in our community. More background on Spiritual 

Gifts can be found at: https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/equipping-leaders/spiritual-gifts 

 

What Happens Next? 

• Your individual results will be available immediately to you upon your assessment completion. Please 

then visit www.trinityumc.net/spiritualgifts to complete a form and send your results to Trinity. 
• Once a majority of our congregation has participated, we will share a summary of the findings. 
 

These insights can guide future Ministry Matching — helping members connect with committees,  

ministry teams, and service opportunities that align with their spiritual gifts. Spiritual gifts can grow and 

deepen over time. We see this as the beginning of an ongoing process of discernment, encouragement, and 

faithful service. If you have any questions, please be in touch with our Strategic 

Planning Committee or our Lay Leadership  

Committee.  

 

We thank you in advance for taking time for prayerful reflection and for  

considering how God may be calling you to serve as we prepare for a new pastoral 

season and continue doing the Lord’s work together. 

 
With blessings and gratitude for your gifts -  

Stephanie Ford, Strategic Planning Committee Chair  

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en
http://www.trinityumc.net/spiritualgifts
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PRAYERS 

 

We offer our  

prayers and  

condolences to: 

The family and 

friends of Sandy 

Berry, longtime 

member and  

leader at Trinity, 

who died on  

May 3, 2026. 

Hello Trinity Family, 

Your Finance Committee met on Sunday May 17, 2026.  We reviewed the Financials for March and April.  

Bruce Sofinski discussed financial changes that will be incurred with the departure of Pastor Brian and  

arrival of Pastor Gina as well as the anticipated changes with the hiring of a new Financial Administrator 

and a part time Office Assistant.  We do not expect a negative impact to our budget. We also heard from 

Mike Estes, Chair of Trustees, about current projects and upcoming needs that have an impact on our  

expenses and future budgets.  Working together with the Trustees Committee we will do our best to plan for 

significant expenses that are on the horizon. 

The chart below shows the current month and year to date income, expenses and net profit or loss and the 

percentage of our annual budget year to date.  These results will be presented each month so that you will 

know how we are  progressing through the year and how we are tracking to budget.   

We are currently on track with budget.  Revenues are averaging about $100,000 per month and  

expenses are on up due to property expenses.  We have incurred some larger than budgeted expenses relat-

ed to boiler and HVAC equipment.    

Thank you all for your continued support of Trinity and all our ministries.  None of the wonderful things 
that are  happening here daily would be possible without your support. 

A FINANCE UPDATE 

 April Year to Date % of Annual 

Budget 

Income  

(all sources) 

93,000 421,500 29% 

Expenses 124,900 454,900 31% 

Net Profit/Loss -31,900 -33,400  

LENTEN EASTER MISSION OFFERING 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Lenten Easter Mission  
Offering. Grant applications are now open! 
 
To apply for a grant, please complete an application on-line at https://
subsplash.com/u/-KG6SHP/forms/d/f8a09ac2-341f-4210-b274-
a42a888eaa18 or bring a completed application to the church office.  
 
Deadline for turning in the application is Tuesday, June 30, 2026. If 
you have questions, contact Bill Pike by email: bpike@trinityumc.net or 
phone 804-288-6056.  
 

https://subsplash.com/u/-KG6SHP/forms/d/f8a09ac2-341f-4210-b274-a42a888eaa18
https://subsplash.com/u/-KG6SHP/forms/d/f8a09ac2-341f-4210-b274-a42a888eaa18
https://subsplash.com/u/-KG6SHP/forms/d/f8a09ac2-341f-4210-b274-a42a888eaa18
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CALENDAR & 

BUILDING  

SECURITY 

We need your help in 

making sure that we 

have all building use 

requests on the church 

calendar. 

At the end of each 

month, we send  

Sonitrol our church 

calendar for the next 

month. This tells their 

programmers the  

exterior doors that 

need to be open for an 

activity or event and 

also has an entry/close 

time. 

If we don’t have  

activities and events 

recorded on the  

calendar, it can’t be 

submitted to Sonitrol, 

meaning your event 

won’t take place. We 

need your help making 

sure that your events 

are submitted before 

the end of each month. 

All calendar requests 

go through Paula  

Cadden. With ques-

tions, contact Bill at 

bpike@trinityumc.net 

1. Don’t throw e-waste into your household trash, even if it’s just an 

old charging cable or electric toothbrush. When in doubt, a quick 

search for “e-waste recycling near me” can point you in the right 

direction. 

 

2. Buy nothing for a day. 
 
3. Buy non-plastic toys for your pets and feed them whole food if 
possible. As pet owners, it’s crucial to take proactive steps to reduce 
our pets’ exposure to harmful plastics and chemicals. 
 
4. Carry a spare set of flatware that you can bring with you in your 
day-to-day life to reduce use of single use plastic utensils. Stash one 
at your desk or office and keep a set in your backpack or purse.  
Likewise, carry a reusable straw with you. 
 
5. Be plastic-free for a day. This is harder than it sounds; plastic is 
in unexpected places in our daily lifestyle! 
 
6. Leave no trace of your presence on your next outing. 
 
7. Plant a tree or native plants in your yard. 
 
8. Have a plant-based meal weekly. 
 
9. Shop at local farmers markets. 
 
10. Attend an event to help the earth. Trinity often has such events! 

SIMPLE TIPS TO HELP GOD’S EARTH 
FROM EARTH DAY 

FROM THE TRUSTEES: 
HEATING & COOLING TRINITY 

As you know our building was built in phases — featuring  

construction from the 50s, 60s, 80s, and into our current time.  

That means our HVAC systems (Heating, Ventilation, and Air  

Conditioning) can be complicated.  

The most challenging time for maintaining the HVAC systems is 

between seasons for heating and cooling. This spring has been  

interesting as our temperatures have ranged into the 90s during the 

day and upper 30s at night. This results in bouncing back and forth 

between heating and cooling systems. 

For the Trinity Hall wing classrooms and offices, this can be  

challenging. Even if we have the air conditioning turned off for this 

wing, we are still circulating outside air into the building via the air 

handlers.  

Please know that we are not purposely trying to make our  
congregation and community users uncomfortable. But, please  
understand that between seasons can be a challenge.  
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BELLEMEADE PARK UPDATES 

Do you enjoy serving outdoors? Bellemeade Park (1800 Krouse St, Richmond) needs your help! On 

Saturday, June 6 from 9am to noon is the next Conserve and Create event. This will include 

light maintenance throughout the park, including the vegetable garden area. Children have their 

own individual garden plots to plant, maintain, and harvest vegetables and flowers. No registration 

is required! 

We’re also celebrating the Richmond Public 

Schools field trips to the park this spring!  

Between April 8 and May 22, there were 19 

field trips. Students spent time in the Park’s 

rain garden, sand pit, and the woodland  

garden. Thank you to the Trinity members that 

helped “Mr. Bob”—Linda Latimer, Jo Lewis, 

Shannon Norris, Steve Werner, and  

Anne-Carter Zetts.  

Pictured: Trinity preschoolers at a May field trip to Bellemeade Park! Exploring the worm garden (left) 

and harvesting/eating fresh cherries (right) 

OAK GROVE-BELLEMEADE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
APPLE ANGEL TREE, 2026—2027 

The Apple Angel Tree tradition continues for the upcoming school year! Oak Grove operates on a 200-day 

school year, adding 20 additional days to the standard schedule.  School will begin for Oak Grove students 

on July 27.  

What is the Apple Angel Tree? 

Trinity has partnered with Oak Grove for more than 20 years. One of our most popular projects each year 

has been providing much-needed school supplies. 50+ Trinity families participate each year. 

During the spring, the teachers for grades K-5 provide a list of items they need for the upcoming school 

year. We turn these lists into “apples” that can be “picked”. Apples will be “ripe for picking” beginning  

Sunday, June 28, and the supplies will be delivered to classrooms the week of July 20. 

How Can I Participate? 

• You can choose an apple from the display in the Welcome Center or in Trinity Hall 

• There will be an Amazon wish list available by June 28 

• You can make a financial donation via check or envelope (notate “Oak Grove Apple Tree”) or via 

www.trinityumc.net/give (select “Back to School Supplies”) 

Delivering the Supplies: 

If bringing items to Trinity, please double bag in paper bags. Attach your apple to 
the outside of the bag. Please deliver to the rear of Trinity Hall by Sunday, July 19. 

If having items shipped, please have them delivered to Trinity UMC by July 17; 

marked “Oak Grove Supplies”. 

With questions: Karen Adams at 804-382-6477 or kmadams1711@icloud.com  

http://www.trinityumc.net/give
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What’s Happening in Trinity KIDS Ministry? 
 

Summer Schedule: 

9AM Discipleship Hour: 

There is no kids programming or nursery at this time 
during the summer. 

 

10 AM Worship Service:   

Nursery available for kids under three 

Preschool – Elementary:  Kids Church (kids are  
dismissed after the Kids Moment and return by 

 the last song). 
 

Worship bags are available for kids to use in the  
worship service. 

HOW TO DO 

SUMMER ON PURPOSE 

 

Can you believe it’s almost summer?  And it’s 

brimming with amazing potential for you and your 

family.  For most, summer means you’ll be spend-

ing more time together – maybe even taking a long 

road trip or vacation. This summer, we want to 

challenge families to be intentional with how you 

spend this extra time. We want you to do your sum-

mer on purpose, viewing it as a unique opportunity 

to invest in those you love the most. Not only do we 

want to help make your summer fun, but we want 

to help you make your summer matter. 

 

BELOW ARE A FEW QUESTIONS TO HELP 

YOU, AS A PARENT, BE INTENTIONAL 

THIS SUMMER IN A WAY THAT FITS YOUR 

FAMILY: 

What are three words that would describe your 

ideal summer? 

What would you like to learn about your kids? 

Are there any service projects or mission trips 

you could help with as a family? 

Are there any important conversations you  

want to have with your kids? 

Are there any new skills you want your kids to 

learn that you could be part of? 

Are there any new traditions you could start this 

summer? 

By the end of the summer, what are a few fun 

activities you and your family can do  

together that you normally wouldn’t? 

 

SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AS  

SUMMER BEGINS: 

Pull out your calendar and start planning now 

with specific dates. Summer will fly by! 

Plan how you’ll capture the moments. 

Ask your kids, “What do YOU hope we get to do 

this summer?” It’s more fun when  

everybody help with the planning! 

Summer volunteers are needed for our kids ministry!! 

We need two adult volunteers each week for our 

nursery during the 10:00 service.  We also need one 

adult or high school student to serve in Kids Church 

with Jen.  Please consider signing up here:   

https://bit.ly/4sIsQVR  

 

On the 1st Sunday of June, July, and August,  

Trinity Kids will be hosting PJs and Popsicles  

Sundays! Kids are encouraged to wear their PJs to 

church and gather in the Welcome Center after the  

worship service to eat a popsicle and gather with 

other families! 

https://bit.ly/4sIsQVR
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JULY/AUGUST DEADLINE 

Moving forward, the Window will be published every other month. Remaining 2026 editions will be published in 
July, September, November, and a special edition in December.  

The deadline for the July/August Window is June 17.  
Submissions or questions can be sent to Laura Maher at lmaher@trinityumc.net. Thank you! 

Trinity Students have a fun summer ahead—a pool 

party, an evening at laser tag, a summer lock-in, 

lunches every day after Kid’s Camp (make sure 

you’re volunteering that week—it’s a blast!), a  

mission trip...and of course, SWAG & Local Serve! 

These opportunities are open to all students rising 

6th grade through rising college freshman.  

Parents, we have something for you too! You’re  

invited to a Parents Social at Drive Shack on July 17 

(golf optional).  

For a full schedule and to register, head to  

https://www.trinityumc.net/students ! 

TRINITY STUDENTS: FUN SUMMER AHEAD! 

A NOTE FROM BEN MILLER, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES 

Hello, Trinity Family- 

I hope you are staying cool and slowing down a bit as we walk through the Summer. Our combined worship 

season has certainly given me a chance to slow down and consider some long-term planning items that have 

been on the back burner. In the near-term, it also affords us a great opportunity to sing together, and that's 

what I'm writing about today. 

This Summer, we are going to gather a Community Choir. It's very simple: for those who enjoy singing, but 

have trouble making it to Wednesday night rehearsals, we are going to gather at 9:45am before worship  

begins and practice a short, simple song that we can present as the anthem. After the anthem, and before 

the sermon, the singers will be released to sit in the congregation. There is no sign-up required. 

This is a casual, low-time commitment opportunity to contribute to the music ministry. Keep an eye out for 

more specifics in the weekly connection, and don't hesitate to write me with any questions you have. 

Soli Deo Gloria- 

Ben Miller 

Director of Music Ministries 

https://www.trinityumc.net/students

