
The Spiritual Gift Most Needed in the Church Today 

2 Kings 6:8-23 

 

Matthew 10:16 
16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be 

wise as serpents and harmless as doves.  

 

2 Kings 6:14-17 
14 Therefore he sent horses and chariots and a great army there, and they 

came by night and surrounded the city. 15 And when the servant of the 

man of God arose early and went out, there was an army, surrounding 

the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, “Alas, my 

master! What shall we do?”16 So he answered, “Do not fear, for those 

who are with us are more than those who are with them.” 17 And Elisha 

prayed, and said, “LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” Then 

the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, 

the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.  

 

1. Discernment is a ____________, not a ____________ 

 

1 John 4:1-6 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of 

God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this 

you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 

come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that 

Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the 

Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the 

world. 4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, 

because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are 

of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears 

them. 6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God 

does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

 

2. Discernment ____________ Surrender to ____________ 

 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of 

ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is 

the same God who works all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is 

given to each one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the word of 



wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the 

same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 

healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to 

another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to 

another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 

tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing 

to each one individually as He wills. 

 

3. Discernment must be ____________ on ____________ 

 

Matthew 7:13-23 
13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way 

that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because 

narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there 

are few who find it. 15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in 

sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know 

them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from 

thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears 

bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear 

good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them. 
21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say 

to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast 

out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 

name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 

Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 

 

1 Timothy 4:1 

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the 

faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,  

 

4. Discernment is ____________ to be ____________ 

Matthew 24:3a-13, 23-24 

And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 
4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives 

you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will 

deceive many. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that 

you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is 

not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 



And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various 

places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9 “Then they will deliver 

you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for 

My name’s sake. 10 And then many will be offended, will betray one 

another, and will hate one another. 11 Then many false prophets will rise up 

and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of 

many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 

 
23 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not 

believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great 

signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.  

 

2 Corinthians 10:3-6 

 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the 

flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in 

God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every 

high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every 

thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready to 

punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


